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According to Acemoğlu and Robinson 2017, The immense economic inequality we observe in the world today didn’t happen overnight, or even in the past century. It is the path-dependent outcome of a multitude of historical processes, one of the most important of which has been European colonialism. It is therefore evident that colonialism had an impact on international development. Colonialism is defined as the practice by which a powerful country directly controls less powerful countries and uses their resources to increase its own power and wealth (Collins Dictionary). To put this into context, it is like a total stranger entering someone house and enslaves everyone in the house and force them to subdue to all his rules for his benefits. International development according to the United Nations is defined as a multidimensional undertaking to achieve higher quality of life for all people. In other word international development is the pursuit in creating a better country a better world by alleviating poverty through better health care, access to education and increase in infrastructure. Colonialism therefore has played a role in international development both positively and negatively. here is a report of how colonialism impacted international development.
Colonialism had positive impact on international development through agriculture for both the colonized and colonizers. During colonialism many crops from the new world were introduced to international markets. This benefited both the colonizers and the countries that were being colonized, in terms of development. For example, in Africa crops such as tobacco and cotton were introduced to the international market by the European colonizers. According to Settle 1996, Africa were forced to produced crops such as tobacco and cotton for export. Although they were being forced both parties benefited both economic developments.  The Africans were now receiving foreign income from the exportation of their crops while the Europeans were developing industries to transform the raw materials in to finish goods thus impacting their economy. Another example, sugar that was planted in Barbados was introduced to the international market by the British colonies, which yielded significant returns to both economies, (Dacota,2007).  Additionally, Settle stated that crops such as coco, bananas and coffee that was planted by the windward islands who were under the British colony were also exported to international markets, gaining economic development. Agriculture also became increasingly commercialized in Africa under colonialism this according to Seattle 1996. This reaps significant benefits for Africa since it created employments. He stated that the European colonizers brought about a rise in cheap labor force in agriculture that saw an increase in workers who travelled from place to place in search of work. He further stated that it was easier for the European colonizers to provide wage labor to produce for the export market. While the European colonies gained economically from introducing these crops on the international market, one can conclude that even though Africa were being colonized colonialism had a positive impact on their international development.  
Colonized countries benefitted from international development because of colonialism through building of infrastructures. For instance, under the British colony India received development in railroad infrastructure. For example, according to Ackerman 2015, when India was fully colonized by the British railroads became a preferred method of transportation. The British then began to focus on creating and expanding railroad infrastructure throughout India. Thus, benefiting international development in India since it created jobs for the people in different areas such as drivers and maintenance workers. This also made it easy to move goods from place to place.  Ackerman also stated that these railroad systems were built with the intention to benefit the British and their trade systems but however benefitted the Indians as much as the British. Indians were finally able to see their country and participate in trade and religious pilgrimages in far off region. Moreover, the development of this infrastructure was seen as an important development for the economy of India (Ackerman 2015). Moreover, the European colonizers also built substantial infrastructure in Africa which changed the traditional standards of wealth and status, (Seattle 1996).
Although there were some positive effects of colonialism on international development it is argued that colonialism hindered international development for the colonized. According to Nwanoskie 2011, “Colonialism leads to net transfer of wealth from the colonized to the colonizer and inhibit successful economy”. This means that whatever the colonizers did within their colonies were only for their own economic development. Also, Nwanoskie 2011, argued that the European colonizers especially British, France and Portugal saw a need for domestic economy development, hence their reason to venture into Africa. Also, labor and raw materials were cheap in Africa, this allowed colonizers to export these crops at exceptionally low cost that benefitted their economy alone and did not trickle or in no way benefit those economy that were under their colony. “It is therefore erroneous to believe that colonialism was introduced in order to develop Africa” (Nwanoskie 2011).  Additionally, Robinson 2017, also argues that although colonialism had some positive effects it had negative impact on international development especially those who countries who were colonized. Robinson states that the Nornman Conqust of the South of Italy negatively impacted development since it created a lack of social capital and led to a society that lacked trust and the ability to cooperate. Furthermore, Settle 1996 argues that the European colonies retard the natural progress of Africa continent. He further stated that if Africa was not under colonialism its development would have been significantly different. 



Additionally, education was seen as the tool improve a way of life and standard of living however during colonialism it impacted international development negatively. It is argued that colonialism introduce education to their colonies to fit their purpose. Nwanoskie 1996, argues that European colonizers implemented their own form of schooling to suit their own purpose. Nwanoskie 1996, further stated the education that was offered to the Africans by the colonizers was done to make them feel as though their county was a wasteland which caused Africans to distance themselves from their natural heritage. Furthermore, Nwanoskie 1996 believes that this form of education affects individuals and their sense of self-confidence. This therefore impacted international development is a negative way since the education that was offered did not improved the way or life or the standard of living. Additionally, Nwanoskie1996 believes that the education offered by the colonialism was the tool they used to cripple Africa’s development. Therefore, instead of education being used to create international development it was used to prevent development.
Colonialism negatively impacted international development through economic plundering. The colonies would used force to take money from their colonizers. According to Bertocchi 1998, the colonized did the act of economic plundering using several methods such as taxation, forced labor and enslavement. Bertocchi 1998 argues that economic plundering that was done by the colonizer decreased the wage income and depressed saving of the colonized. He further stated that “the economic plundering slow down local capital accumulation”. This would therefore lead to less money within the economy thus negatively impacted the international development for the colonized. Furthermore, in India there was a a substantial outflow of money by the by British through economic plundering, if these funds had been invested in India, they could have made a significant contribution to raising income levels thus benefitting international development (Zitltener 2016). Also, Krishna 2009, stated that
“the Indian economy was steadily extraverted—that is, designed to meet the economic needs of Britain rather than her own domestic population. India was forced to specialize in the export of minerals, raw materials, and agricultural commodities, often at unremunerative prices, and to import industrial or manufactured goods from Britain. In a matter of a few decades, around the turn of the eighteenth century, India’s once flourishing textile and handicrafts industries were wiped out by the cheap machine-made imports from Britain. Almost overnight, India went from being one of the world’s largest exporters of textiles and clothing to being a major exporter of raw cotton and an importer of finished goods.”

These further cements the fact that colonialism impacted international development negatively for those countries who were being colonized.

The adversely negative impact of colonialism on international development can also be seen even after colonialization. Countries who were once colonized are still finding it difficult gain international development. For instance, as India seeks to continue with the development of infrastructure such as railroads it negatively impacting livelihoods. According to Black 2015, these projects are being carried out in the name of development however persons are having their lands taken away and houses demolished for these infrastructures to be build. She believes that this defeats the whole purpose of development since now they left with people being homeless and without anything.

In conclusion, colonialism impacted international development one way or another. It is however evident that most colonies were negatively impacted by colonialism in their bid for international development during their period of colonialization and after. It is also clear that colonizers reap significant number of benefits during their period of colonizing thus were able to achieve international development. Furthermore, to better understand the true impact of colonialism on international development we should make a comparison between the development gained by colonizers during their period of colonialization with the development gained after colonialization.
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