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[bookmark: _Toc169177341]Current Political System 

The purpose of this assignment is to debate the statement made by Hughes, 2023. Does the current political system give the public influence in order to vote for their desired leader for prime minister and government for them to be the voice of the people.  
In the United Kingdom, the political system is that of a representative democracy. This means that the political system is whereby officials who are elected by the public make decisions for and on behalf of the people. Whilst this theoretically allows for public influence through voting, the actual decision-making power between elections is often minimal. In the United Kingdom, we have Government and Parliament. 
At present, our Prime Minister and head of Government is Rishi Sunak. The Prime Minister is the executive for the Government, cabinet and wider government who sit in Parliament. 
As a Thursday 30 May 2024, the dissolution of Parliament took place meaning that all business in the House of Commons and House of Lords have now come to an end. There are currently no MPs in parliament and all seats within the Commons is now vacant until after the general election which is being held on Thursday 4 July 2024. During this election, the public will be voting for the next Prime Minister and Government leader. 


[bookmark: _Toc169177342]How are members of the Government elected? 

In the UK, the current system for electing MPs to the House of Commons is called First Past the Post (FPTP). The UK is divided into 650 constituencies. Each of these constituencies will note for a single Member of Parliament. The candidate with the most votes will then become the MP of that constituency. 

Political party campaigners have mechanisms for public consultation and participation. These can range from local town hall meetings to national referendums, giving the public a voice in decision-making. 

Members of Parliament use canvassing is a traditional and crucial part of political campaigning especially as the general election is fast approaching. Canvassing involves politicians or their representatives going from door-to-door in order to engage with constituents directly. The purpose is to gather information on voter’s intentions, to promote their party’s manifestos and ultimately persuade people to vote for them. People can often see these as “cold calling” and MPs giving false hope of improving the economy, housing and employment. 

Canvassing can be seen as a way for MPs to connect with members of the public within their constituency to try and understand their concerns and explain their positions and discuss the changes they wish to implement if elected. This method allows MPs to gauge public opinion and if required, adjust their strategies to improve public opinion in order to gain votes. However, the effectiveness of canvassing can vary, and it is often complemented by other forms of campaigning and advertising. MPs can be thrust into the limelight during pre-election periods, and some have feared for their safety. In an article published by The Guardian (2024), Lisa Nandy confirmed that she carried a police alarm as she feared for her safety.  

Now in the modern form of canvassing, with the assistance of social media platforms and television appearance. Canvassing has now expanded beyond the reach of physical door-to-door or meeting with potentials voters at public places such as church halls, schools, hospitals.

Canvassing can provide MPs the opportunity to meet with potential voters in their constituencies and understand their concerns. But is this enough to gain a vote? 

Many MPs hold local surgeries within their constituency so that local people can make appointments to meet with their MP to ask question or to request help with an issue they have. Many MPs write out regular newsletters with updates on what they have done for the local community. MPs can communicate with their constituents through social media, emails or their own website. In the hope that this will gain people’s trust and in time of an election they will receive the most number votes. 


[bookmark: _Toc169177343]Advantages and disadvantages of the voting system

Advantages of the voting system is that the general public have the right to vote for their chosen member of parliament so long as they meet the correct criteria such as being over 18 and have registered to vote. In the UK, under The Human Rights Act 1998, this protects peoples’ rights to free elections. The elections must be held regularly, and people must be able to vote for their chosen MP in secret. Under The Human Rights act 1998, voting in the UK is a right and not a privilege. 

In 1918, the Representation of the People Act was passed which then allowed women who were over the age of 30 years at the time of voting only. Even though this Act gave access to 8.5 million to vote who met this criterion, this only made two-thirds of the overall population of women in the UK. Until the Equal Franchise Act 1928 was passed that women over the age of 21 were able to vote. Before this only men were allowed to vote. By having men and women now vote gives diversity. Women voters have a different perspective to men. 
 
Disadvantages of the voting system is that is inconsistent which some people may find confusion. For example, in the table below, in UK parliament elections, voters must be over the age of 18 years and citizens from other countries are not allowed to vote. However, in local elections here in Wales the age limit of voters in 16 and citizens from other countries are able to vote so long as they are a legal resident. 
It could be argued that should a 16-year-old vote in the UK parliament elections. However, it would be contested that maybe they would not be knowledgeable enough to make an informed decision and may cast a vote of peer pressure if a friend voted for a candidate and they just followed instead of making their own decision. However, the flip side is that the younger generation would have different views and concerns that they would want their MP to voice for them. In contrast, convicted prisoners serving less than 12 months are able to vote in local elections in Scotland and only Scotland. And in line with Wales, their age limit is also 16 in the local elections. 
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Many members of the public are calling for a reform of the voting and Parliament itself. It is widely felt that current politicians are too old or are from a too privileged background to understand the hardship of the current cost of living crisis. People are calling a reform in the UK government to focus on different aspects. 
Listed below are some examples of the calls for reform and the specifics of each proposal. They each vary in their own way and reflect the diverse views on how the government can improve to function. 
The Refrom Pary – this party is led by Nigel Farage, one the leading voices for calling for change. This party was founded in 2021 as the re-launch following the Brexit Party. Reform UK is increasing popularity amongst the polls. Their main focus is cutting immigration and tax. Another point is that the party want the UK to leave the European Convention on Human Rights. Unlike other parties, this party are against the net zero plans. Instead, they want to increase drilling for fossil fuels such as gas and oil. 
Declaration on Government Reform – The UK government has itself outlined a Declaration on Government Reform which sets out priorities for reform in different areas such are rights for people in employment with the right incentives. Modernising the performance of government outlining priorities. And thirdly this reform wants to strengthen the relationship between Ministers and officials to be seen as working together as one team from central government. 
Government Reform Programme – this has been set up to ensure that the government delivers the agendas that have been set out across the UK. 
Alliance for Radical Democratic Change – this was set up by high profile Labour politicians which some could argue is biased as they are all from one party. Former prime minister Gordon Brown recommended the abolition of the House of Lords thereby ending the centralisation of power in Whitehall and Westminster. In a mission statement, the group jointly stated, “There is a UK-wide demand for change”.   
[bookmark: _Toc169177345]Summary/ Conclusion

I believe that whilst the voting system in the UK is fair, I do not see how it could be changed. In the UK, if people qualify to vote then they must use their vote to elect the politician that they believe will speak for them and make a different to the constituency for which they stand for. Voting is anonymous and voting stations are open from early in the morning until late at night to ensure that everyone is able to attend their polling station no matter what time they may be working on the election day. I do not believe however that every Politian is sincere and can fully relate to the issues of the working class and those who are in hardship over ow income wages and the cost-of-living crisis. Each party has different agendas that they wish to promote but which party truly has the best manifesto in order to assist their local constituency and represent us at parliament by listening to their voters. Ultimately these MPs will make decisions which affect all of our lives and that has a huge impact on the nation as a whole.  The next election is looming, and we can but hope that the right party stands up and voices and takes on board the opinions and wishes of their constituents. 
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