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Introduction
On February the 6th I visited Blaenafon Ironworks and Big Pit, alongside my classmates. The purpose of the trip was to investigate what made Blaenafon one of the biggest ironworks in the world, what lead to its downfall and theorises methods to regenerate the area around Blaenavon. 

The Journey
We started the trip with a bus journey from the University to Blaenavon. Along the journey we pick up Ruth, who gave us a brief history of the surrounding landscape. After a bus journey that lasted around an hour and a half we arrived at Blaenafon. As we left the bus, Ruth talk about the rich history of Blaenavon Iron Works. She explained to us about the balance tower which would have used water displacement to lift pig iron from the base of the site to the top. I found this really fascinating. After she finished talking to us we waited for a couple of minutes for some of the people who were running late. When everyone had arrived, we started are tour around Blaenafon.
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Are first stop, was the old housing estate that I believe Ruth said belong to the managers or the people who were high up. Because we were walking next to the main road we had to walk along the pavement in a set of two to three, which I ended near the end of, for most of the tour. Because of this I missed a lot of what Ruth was saying. 


Are next destination, was Saint Peters church. Here Ruth explained that the miners and ironmasters built the church. They used cast iron from their mines to make pillars, doorframes, window seals etc. I find this and interesting and fascinating concept, instead of spending time and money on collecting wood to build the pillars, they had the brilliant idea to take iron from the mines, to use as a cheaper, yet more efficient material. Unfortunately, we could not go into the church.
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[image: https://scontent-mxp1-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-0/p480x480/29197212_1980163405569436_6144409543989264384_o.jpg?_nc_ad=z-m&_nc_cid=0&oh=35521575e75d90e76fe130e496cada07&oe=5B4ABBD0]After visiting the church, we went to the local exhibition hall. As we enter the hall we were greeted by two men (sorry I can’t remember their names, though I’m pretty sure one of them was called Terry) who split us into two groups. One group toured the downstairs and the other group toured the upstairs. I was in the group that went upstairs. Walking up the gentleman who was leading my group, we call him tour guide one, for simplicity, talk to us about all the different painting on the walls, from everything that is happening in the painting to the history of each painting.
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After walking us around all the different painting he lead us to the main room, or was once the community gathering room. He explained that the room had had many different change in its time. From once being a room where people wound have come to seat and talk to become a Theatre, that wound house live performances, to having a projector, various films. Though this time the room has seen numerous renovations. I found the history of this building to be exciting, to think so much history could be tuck away, in an old building that a group of workers would of build to serve as a community centre is extraordinary. After having a lengthy conversation about the history of the room, group two arrived and tour guide number two continued are tour downstairs. To be honest I was kind of disappointed was the downstairs area. Compared to the upstairs area, I guess it lack the character the upstairs area had. Upon walking through the corridor on the bottom floor I walked into a room that I discovered to be the current cinema. In the room across was a room filled with different stands displaying various items medals and awards. Next to each medal/award that was a detailed page explaining who the individuals were, their history and the importance they played in the overall history of the Blaenavon.
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Everyone who gave us a talk about Blaenavon spoke with such passion that I felt really inspired to learn and listen to their stories. To was clear to see that they all felt a personal connection to Blaenafon which left me moved. After leaving the Community Centre we looked around the small museum, which was uneventful, so I will spare you the details.







Having return to the bus we departed to Big Pit. Upon journey to Big Pit it began to snow. By the time we arrived at Big Pit I was hungry, so I made my priority finding food. So, me and Jonah made are way to the local canteen. Or at lest we thought we were. Upon reaching the building we though was the canteen we were greeted by a gentleman telling us that the tour was about to begin. Curious as to what the tour was, we entered the building.
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[image: https://scontent.flhr3-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-9/29213926_1980192962233147_8121835761495441408_n.jpg?oh=839d43b6376c87a54422ff2ace4f670b&oe=5B479409]When we first entered the building, we were told to sit down and were show an in-depth and fascinating video that displayed the everyday lives of the miners. Along with the different tools they would have used. We were then left to tour this mine with a new and exhilarating video around every corner dictating another aspect of life within the mines. I found this the most informative and fun part of the journey. My only regret is that I was so swept away by everything that I forgot to take a lot of photos and videos. The tour itself had you following a worker guide you through a serious on videos that would also have lights and sounds located throughout the mine that would start and stop in sync with the videos. I learnt a lot about the different aspects from the struggles to their hygiene in this tour. I would highly recommend visiting if you have not already. Eventually we had to leave the tour. After this we went to grab some food and took a tour around the rest of Big Pit. Having been through the tour through the artificial mine I have to say that I was disappointed by the rest of it Big Pit.
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We toured the rest of Big Pit but to be honest there wasn’t much to talk about. I found a useful diagram explaining how balance winder works, a few other thinks, but nothing that interesting.
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