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The final week of production before the show itself was very busy, tiring and full-on. For me, it got very challenging when we were teching everything since it involved a lot of waiting around and I got easily bored. I attempted to distract myself by going through numbers in my head or a bit of space that I had backstage. Having the thrust up and the whole set was really exciting and I think that it reminded me why I love participating in theatre so much. One of my biggest worries was when we changed some things last minute. For example, I went from taking the piano off to then taking Dan off on a stretcher and then pushing the bed on. I wrote all the changes down so that if I was unsure I could look at the paper and remind myself. On the first full run that we did with props/tech, I muddled up two songs and so when I thought it was “Cuttyhunk” next, I had Lucy frantically waving at me backstage with the sponges in which then I realised I’d completely forgotten about “Poor, Unsuccessful and Fat.” I had a bit of difficulty with the timing in “Yes” due to the word “yes” being repeated so many times, I was unsure as to which time I performed the movement. Thankfully after going through it a few times I managed to drill it in my head. On the Thursday Matinee, Lucy forgot to pre-set our towel for “Cuttyhunk” which I reminded her about when I bumped into her backstage. However, since the show had started we had to think of a way to improvise. Although it looked silly, she stuffed the towel under her shirt until we had to get it out for a specific section of the song. Then, on stage the towel got a little muddled but we quickly managed to solve that. Another issue that we had along the way whilst teching the performance was the room backstage. There was one point where we had the bed on one side and we also had to get a stretcher through. The bed had to be pushed up right against the wall in order for us to fit the stretcher through. Dan then had to get off the stretcher quickly to do a run around. I used my initiative so as soon as the stretcher was down, I’d hop over it to a corner, let Dan leave and then proceed to put the stretcher back up. Thankfully, this was all solved before the performance. The only real wardrobe malfunction I had was that my mic pack had to have an extra bit sewn on as the band was quite small. At one point the sewing came out and so the extra band came off. This was quite an easy fix and again was whilst we were doing a tech run. Unfortunately, throughout the process I don’t feel like I got the support that I needed. Due to some learning difficulties that I struggle with, it takes quite the toll on my memory. I’d requested several times for my harmonies to be “note bashed” so that I could listen to them when I got the chance so that they’d be secured and I never got this. I had recorded them in the sessions but they were in chunks rather than whole songs. For me, that was quite off-putting and I tried my hardest to learn them or listen out for others doing my harmony but it wasn’t as consistent as I wish it was. Having an audience made it feel a lot more surreal and a little nerve wrecking. But, rather than letting my nerves get the best of me, I used it as adrenaline and enjoyed the performances. Throughout the three performances we did, the audiences varied. I feel like the best audience we had was on Friday as there were a lot more reactions compared to the Friday Matinee where there were very few people. Overall, I think that the performances went really well and that if anything went wrong it was very quickly fixed. If I could change anything, I’d make sure that I recorded all the movement that we did so that I could’ve practiced it in my spare time if I ever felt like I was unsure about something. I’d also make sure to ask for more support as I know that this affected my performance too.
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I have no referencing as this was tech week. 
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