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[bookmark: _Toc161965431]Introduction
This is a report to mark and evaluate what I have done throughout the year to become a better student. It will feature comparisons of where I was at the start of the course and where I am now and whether I have improved or not. What I have done throughout the year to support my chosen career for the future and whether it has changed. Aswell as other things that showed how I have improved and why I have become more employable, and a better student compared to what I am now.
[bookmark: _Toc161965432]Comparison from the start of course to now
In previous assignments I had taken the worst path in doing them I had not done any prior studies, nor had I attempted to do them as they started as I had felt them being too easy and I was too carefree and relaxed. Which had made me leave them until the last week and the data analysis exam to the last 3 days. Even though I had managed to pass them and was able to continue doing so after the results for the second assignment I had realised my mistake in doing so as it led me to get a lower grade in the assignments them being between 50 to 60% in the unit. This then made me realise that I was ruining my own chances as if I had kept doing this one of the assignments, I would not end up passing. After reflecting on this I had then decided to take it more seriously and start the assignments earlier while also doing research and preparing what I would be doing on them beforehand to give me a better chance at a higher grade within the assignments. Also, after the second assignment I had realised I had been wasting time on certain aspects such as setting up a document for an assignment as even though it would not take long sometimes, I would have problems with setting up the page numbers. After realising that I had chosen to create a document in which I could use as a layout for future use to save myself the time so I could get straight into the assignment.
I had also been very lazy with my uptake on practice. With my current goal being becoming a software developer I should be practicing coding at a minimum 3 times a week, but I was not practicing at all as I felt within the course, I had already known everything I needed but, in the future, I will need to know more than the course provides. After thinking about this I had chosen to ask a tutor for resources in which could challenge me and give me more of an advantage in my coding experience compared to my peers. 
[bookmark: _Toc161965433]Whether or not I have become a better student
After thinking about what I have done throughout the year I would say I have become a better student. The reason I am saying this is as shown above I have made changes in making sure my assignments are becoming better and making sure that I am keeping up with my coding practice to ensure I have a better portfolio and to ensure I am able to do what is asked of me in the future. Also, at the start of the year I had gotten coronavirus so I had taken 2 weeks off in the hopes of getting better and so none of my peers would end up getting it too, but these 2 weeks off to me was so relaxing and allowed me to sleep in and live a lazy lifestyle. I ended up enjoying it so much I kept taking days off through the years with the thought in my mind being “One day couldn’t hurt we probably won't be doing anything important anyway” but this led me to be missing out important lectures and getting me even further behind on the assignments we were doing as if there were any practical parts I would not know how to do them as I would not be in which gave me even more of a challenge. After realising that I had then chosen to change that fact and now only take days off when I am physically unable to get out of bed due to an illness of some sort, with the illness having to take an effect on me otherwise I would still go in even when ill.




[bookmark: _Toc161965434]Skills audit
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From this skills audit that I have updated to see where I am in the current scenario it shows that I have a good gauge on most of the things I need. Although, it still shows that I am lacking in a few areas in which I need to improve. For example, I rarely read books around my subject as I prefer to look online for the information but that is also a bad thing as looking online is tedious and tiring as sometimes you may not find the solutions you are looking for rather than if I were to look in a book I could just look at the appendix for the topic area and easily find it there. I also need to start further organising my files into subsets as I already have them split by their general area but that all there is to it so my files still look cluttered so I need to go into each folder and then separate them into their topics as if I were looking for something I wouldn’t have as much of a struggle then. Although, this chart is looking far better than it was at the start of the year as I had at least seven more points that I had not met, and I managed to meet them now.
[bookmark: _Toc161965435]Learning styles questionnaire 
[image: ]
From my first test it shows that I overall that my stronger learning type is through a practical basis, and I am better when it comes to trying things out and failing and the thing, I do the least is reading and writing about the subject area to learn about it.
[image: ]
After taking the test another two months later it shows that my learning style is the same although there is one point less in reading and writing and it is still considerably lower. Which means my learning style is still primarily trying things out through trial and error and failing to figure out how to do something.
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From this screenshot that is another two months later it shows that I have changed my learning style more thoroughly than and take on more types such as visual as I have found seeing people doing something and then attempting it myself makes it easier for me.
Presentation 
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As you can see from the two screenshots above, I have also taken part in a presentation about a topic of my choosing. In which I chose a topic I had a lot of prior experience in. Although, I knew a lot about the topic I still struggled with the first attempt of the presentation as I let the nerves get the better of me but after restructuring my entire presentation from getting rid of a lot of text and replacing it with bullet points so that it did not look as cluttered. Doing some self-practice where I had made sure to calm my nerves down and go through what I would say, while also making sure I showed enthusiasm as during my first attempt I spoke in a very monotone way which made it seem like I had no interest in the subject when it is the opposite. From doing this I managed to keep the listeners more engaged while also allowing me to make it longer and bring the entire thing itself into a better place.
[bookmark: _Toc161965436]Has my desired career changed?
Throughout the year and the assignment, we have done my thought process has always been to focus on software development and that has still not yet changed. The reason for this is due to the fact I just enjoy the labour of coding. The trials I must go through of if my code is not working although it will be frustrating at first after I eventually get it working the relief and self-fulfilment, I experience from getting it right all makes up for the problems I had. If I were to change my chosen path it would most probably be to website development. The reason for this is due to the fact it is still a type of development and I just simply enjoy the process of creating things. Although I much prefer creating apps to creating websites from my past experiences within the course and self-learning experiences.

[bookmark: _Toc161965437]Note taking
[image: A black background with white text

Description automatically generated]
For future use and for further reading sources I have made a notes segment which has notes from my classes to further help my studies in the future in case I ever need to look back at something.
[image: A black screen with white text

Description automatically generated]
For example, this is for cyber security at the top I had missed a lesson as I had gotten coronavirus. So, I had written down “Not in due to covid,” but under that you can see the notes from a full lesson on what we did and how we did it with a time stamp date to help me find it in case I needed to.
[bookmark: _Toc161965438]Coding practice / notes
[image: A black background with white text

Description automatically generated]
In this segment of notes, I have a bunch of coding notes from both python and C# in which most of the C# originate from my own studies and self-practice while I am at home.
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Description automatically generated]
[image: A screenshot of a computer program

Description automatically generated]
The reason for my notes using images of me creating the arrays rather than written out versions of what certain parts do is because I better understand things visually rather than reading something so if I could see an example of something it makes it easier for me to understand.

[bookmark: _Toc161965439]Assignment Preparation
[image: A black and white text on a black background

Description automatically generated]
As shown in this image I have a layout with a bunch of bullet points to give me an easier understanding of what I should do in the assignment, and I do this for each assignment as it makes it far easier rather than going back and forth figuring out what I should add then adding it. As when I first started the year and for the first 2 assignments being website development and data analysis, I had not done this which then led to me wasting time and taking longer doing the assignment itself. As shown in the image it is a general understanding of what I should add although it is not clear it just gives me some helping points into different things I can add and limits of what it should be.
[bookmark: _Toc161965440]Conclusion
After looking and evaluating I believe I have become a better student and have improved my chances of employability in the future. The reasons I have said that are due to the fact I have shown how I have improved and what I have done to do that. I have gone through a presentation and taken on feedback to help me improve and become a better vocal speaker. I have worked on fixing errors that I was making throughout the year to ensure I am not making mistakes in the future and at the current time. I have also done a few other things that support my case as shown through the assignment itself. For these reasons I believe I have become a better student although as I have also stated I can still make some improvements and I will strive in doing that.
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