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Llandovery – My guide, who was a native of Llandovery, could not help admitting it to be one of the most uncivilized places in the Principality.

…into the Vale between Llandovery and Llandeilo Fawr. There is no part of South Wales where the country is wilder, or the people so wild.

A Tour to Milford Haven in the Year 1791

Mrs Morgan

Llandovery

It is the meanest and dirtiest town I have seen in Wales. We are at breakfast in a room, that looks into the market place; and there being a fair held today, my surprise is great, instead of seeing peasants walking barefoot, dirty and poorly clad, to find a hundred or two of women all on horseback, and most of them in a uniform dress, which is a blue-cloth jacket and petticoat, and a black beaver hat. The neatness and decency of this is a striking contrast to the gay and tawdry cottons worn by English women of this order; for these I understand, are little farmer’s wives, who are come to Llandovery fair to sell their corn.

The inn at Llandovery is a bad one, but the people are very civil…. I thought the town of Llandovery a miserable one, but this of Llandeilo is worse.
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Llandovery Union 
 - 10 Parishes and 21 Guardians
Llandeilo Union
-  11 Parishes and 20 Guardians


Llanelly Union
-  10 parishes and 17 Guardians
Carmarthen Union
-  29 parishes and 33 Guardians

1836
Agreement between Llandeilo and Llandovery to build a joint workhouse at Llangadock
A spot was found near the Abermarlaes Turnpike gate on the property of E.P.Lloyd Esq. Agreed to pay £193 for the ground and compensate David Williams £7 for the loss of a field. Workhouse to hold 250 paupers.

Llandovery were prevaricating much to the annoyance of Llandeilo – threatened to withdraw. This they did on 7th March 1837.

Minutes of the proceedings of the First Meeting of the Board Guardians of the Llandovery Union

17th December 1836

Present:

E.P.Lloyd Esq.

Lewis Lewis Esq.

George Lloyd Esq.

David Jones Esq.

John Johnes Esq.

William Jones Esq.

Elected Guardians

Myddfai
- Thomas Thomas
Llanfairarybryn
- Martyn Williams



  John Walters




  David Jeffeys

Llansdadwrn
- Jacob Issac

Llandingat

- James Howard



  David Thomas


            - David Thomas

Llanddeusant 
- ……………



            - William Williams 

Llanwrda
- David Jones Lewis
Llangadock

- Rev. Thomas Davies

Cilycwmm
- Morgan Morgan



- David Jones



  Rev. John Morgan



- John Price

Conwil Cayo
- David Davies
Llanwrtyd

- Rees Jones



  David Davies

Llandulas

- Thomas Price

1. Resolved that John Johnes Esq. Be elected Chairman, and that David Jones Lewis Esq. be elected Vice-Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Llandovery Union.

2. That it is expedient to provide a workhouse.

3. That it is expedient that a workhouse be built at or near the town of Llangadock, and that such a workhouse be built at the expense of the parishes within the Llandeilo Union and those within the Llandovery Union, according to the proportional sums of which such parishes are severally rated to the relief of the Poor.

4. That the Chairman be requested to inform the Chairman of the Llandeilo Union of the resolution.

5. That Edward Pryse Lloyd, Lewis Lewis, William Jones, David Jones Lewis, David Davies, Morgan Morgan and James Harvard be requested to Act as a Committee, to meet Gentlemen authorized by the Board of Guardians of the Llandeilo Union for the purpose of suggesting to each Board of Guardians the most eligible spot for the erection of a workhouse in consonance with any one of the plans of Workhouses recommended by the Board of Poor Law Commissioners.

6. That Mr. Rowland Williams be appointed the Clerk of Board of Guardians of the Llandovery Union.

7. That John Jones of Carregfechan and John Pritchard be elected Relieving Officers of the Unon.

8. The following parishes be under the superintendence of one relieving Officer: -1st Division – Llangadock, llanddeusant, Myddfai, Llandingat, Llansadwrn; and the other Relieving Officer superintend the following parishes:- 2nd Division – Llanfairarybryn, Llanwrtyd, Convil-Cayo, Cilycwm, Llanwrda.

9. That John Jones of Carregfechan, be the Relieving Officer of the 1st Division, and that John Pritchard be the Relieving Officer of the 2nd Division.

10. That it be suggested to the Board of Guardians of the Llandeilo Union, that Mr. Frederick Lewis of Gilfach, is a fit and proper person to execute the duties of Auditor of the Unions, and to request the Concurrence of such Board of Guardians.

11. That David Jones, Junior Esq. of Llandovery, Banker, be appointed Treasurer, on condition that he provides two responsible securities, unconnected with the Bank, for the sum of £500 each.

12. That handbills be circulated calling on persons to send Tenders to the next meeting of the Board for supplying the Union with Barley Meal.

13. That the Clerk be directed to apply to Mr Knight, of Ludgate Hill, for the Book of Accounts necessary for the business of the Union.

14. That every Guardian, when he has a desire to speak, shall stand up, and address the Chairman and at all times observe strict silence, and attend the matter under discussion: and if two or more Guardians rise to speak at the same time, the Chairman shall decide to whom belongs the priority of speaking.

15. That all motions (except in individual cases of relief) shall be submitted to the Board in writing by the Mover, and if seconded, shall be discussed, and unless withdrawn by the Mover and Seconder, shall be determined by open vote.

16. That no Guardian, except the Mover, shall speak above once or any business or question, unless in explanation of what has previously fallen from him, if misconstrued or in answer to a personal call, and in that case shall confine himself strictly to the requisite explanation. The Mover shall, in all cases, be entitled to speak once on any motion introduced by him, and once by way of reply

17. That no resolution agreed to, or adopted, at any Meeting of this Board, shall be rescinded or altered within two weeks previous notice be given, which shall be entered on the minute on the usual weekly day of Meeting, at which notice shall be given, which entry shall state the alteration proposed to be affected by such motion, and that within three days, the Clerk shall, on all such occasions, give to every Guardian, and to the Assistant Poor Law Commissioners of the District, notice thereof, and of the days on which the proposed alteration is to be brought under discussion; but no resolution shall be rescinded without the consent of two thirds of the Guardians present at the discussion.

18. That he Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and the Magistrates residing in the Union shall be members of all Committees of this Board, unless expressly excepted; and that three members shall form a quorum of each committee unless a different number shall be fixed on in the Resolution appointing the Committee.

19. That from and after this day six weeks from the first meeting, all paupers within the Union shall be relieved weekly.

20. That all Paupers not residing in their respective parishes, who are entitled under the Rules and Regulations of the Poor Law Commissioners to receive relief, and whom this Board Shall deem fit and proper objects, for such relief, shall name a person resident in the Parish, to which they belong, to receive such relief from the Relieving Officer, and that such Paupers shall produce, or send a certificate of their health and circumstances every three months signed by Clergyman, Churchwarden, or Overseer of the Parish in which they reside, according to the following form or to the same effect:

I, ……the Minister (or Churchwarden) of the Parish of …….. in the County of ………… do Certify that ……….. is now residing in this Parish, and in such circumstances as to require the Continuance of Parochial Relief.





Signed








Minister of Churchwarden.

ORDERED -  That the Clerk do write to the Overseers of all the Parishes within the Union, directing them to write to all Paupers belonging to their respective parishes, who shall not be resident within the limits of the Union, to the following effect, namely, That from and after six weeks from the first meeting, All relief to such Paupers shall cease, unless personal application be made to this Board or Certificates of the necessitous condition of such Paupers be sent in, signed by the Clergyman or Overseers with one respectable Householder of the Parish in which the Pauper may be resident, as well as of the infirmity by which such personal application is prevented.

21. That the thanks of the Meeting be given to George Clive Esq. the Assistant Commissioner for the readiness and urbanity with which he offered and gave all explanation required by the meeting.

22. That the meeting be adjourned and that future Meetings of the Board be fixed for Wednesday in each week at 11 o’clock.

Signed


John Johnes



Chairman.
CAMBRIAN NEWSPAPER

28/7/1838

Destruction of the Llandovery Union Workhouse.
About two o’clock on Wednesday morning last the quiet and peaceable town of Llandovery was thrown into a state of great alarm by the report that the new workhouse was on fire. Crowds instantly proceeded to the spot and rendered every assistance to extinguish the flames, which rose to an alarming height, and threatened to entire destruction of the building. … only a portion of one wing and the outbuildings were preserved; of the rest, nothing remains but the bare walls … the building was roofed, floored, partitioned, ceiled and was to have been completed in a short time. … we understand the building was insured for £2,000 in the Atlas Insurance Office – It yet remains a mystery as to the origin of the fire which is supposed to be the work of an incendiary, as the workmen left the building on Tuesday night perfectly safe, not having had any fire near the premises since the previous morning. We trust that on further investigation the real cause will be discovered.

Narberth Workhouse was also set on fire and a reward of £300 was offered for information on the incendiaries, and constables guarded the rebuilding day and night.
Cost of the Workhouse

£3,000 paid over 20 years. Interest was £108 per annum.

Salaries
Salary for the Master - £10

Salary for the Matron - £5

Cost of Provisions

Milk @ 16/4 per 100 quarts

Cheese 4¼d per lb.

Butter 1/- per lb.

Seconds Flour £2 – 17 – 0d. per sack

Salt @ 4/- per Cwt.

Price of Barley meal per sack:

1842  
Jan.
 July
 Sept


35/-
34/-
26/6

1843
22/6
22/-
23/-

Price of Cheese per lb.


4d
3¾d
3d


3d
3d
2¾d

Dried bacon per lb.


10d
10d
5d


5d
4¾d
4½d

Breakdown of Inmates 
Males

Females

1841        32

    31

1851
    20

    37

Age Range

1841
Males
   0-5
6-10
11-15
15+


 
      9
  13
     2
  8

1851

      7
    4           1       8
1841
Girls
    12
    7
     1
 10 (3 were over 80)

1851

     7
    4          8       18
1840

Thanks from the Board to the Vicar and Ministers of this neighbourhood for offering free religious instruction to those paupers in the Llandovery Union Workhouse who chose to profit by the same.

Contribution of each Parish towards in-maintenance 1840
	Parish
	No of Paupers
	Collective No of days
	Provisions and Necessaries
	Clothing
	Total

	Llansadwrn
	1
	91
	£1 – 19 – 9¾d
	7s. 7d
	£2 – 7 – 4¾

	Llangadock
	13
	869
	£14 – 0 – 2¼d
	£3 – 12 – 5d
	£22 – 12 – 7¼

	Llanddeusant
	2
	182
	£3 – 19 – 7½d
	15s. 2d
	£4 – 14 – 9½

	Myddfai
	7
	454
	£9 – 18 – 5¼d
	£1 – 17 – 10d
	£11 – 16 – 5½

	Llandingat
	18
	1185
	£25 – 18 – 5¼d
	£4 – 18 – 9d
	£30 – 17 – 2¼

	Cilcwm
	5
	351
	£7 – 13 – 6¾d
	£1 – 9 – 3d
	£9 – 2 – 9¾

	Conwil Cayo
	7
	442
	£3 – 16 – 6¾d
	£1 – 16 – 10d
	£11 – 10 – 2½

	Llanfair ar y Bryn
	3
	175
	£3 – 16 – 6¾d
	     14s. 7d
	£4 – 11 – 1¾

	Llanwrda
	1
	91
	£1 – 19 – 9¾d
	      7s. 7d
	£2 – 7 – 4¾


Pay Constable of Llandovery 20/- for taking Thomas Davies a bastard child now in the workhouse to his mother Jane Davies, since married and living in Merthyr.

Resolved to build a wall in front of the workhouse 18” wide and 4ft. 6 in. wide with a Gothic coping of 11” (black mountain stone).
Ordered that the Clerk write to Stephen Jones Esq. of Ystrad to inform him that his bastard son James Jones is now in the workhouse. Later threatened him with legal action unless he paid maintenance (6/3) given two warnings. He must have paid for there is no further mention of the incident.
Master to whitewash the Workhouse with 3 teals of lime.

By 1840 the Union was organising itself into 10 districts to administer vaccination against smallpox.

The Workhouse dietary was changed in 1840:

8oz. of Bread for breakfast for the men daily instead of 7oz.

7oz. of bread for the women instead of 6oz.

¼ib. of potatoes extra for Sunday, Wednesday and Friday’s dinner for men and women.

1oz. of bread for children for Monday dinner.

In consequence – no milk for breakfast.

The Board of Guardians write to the Commissioners in London complaining that certain clauses within the Act of 1834 was unfair especially that of Settlement.
1841

Anne Llewellyn a pauper of Llandingat applied for relief and the Board ordered that the Master employ her at the Workhouse as Charwoman at the wages of 8d. per day plus Board.

Bristol Asylum or School of Industry for the Blind.

Board will pay for the maintenance of John Jones a pauper of Conwil Cayo, now resident in the said Asylum the sum of 3/- weekly and that any necessary expenses for clothing etc. will be allowed during his continuance there.

Servant girl employed at the rate of 2/6 per week and the servant be allowed one and a half the food ratio of an able bodied woman in the Workhouse.

Overseers of Llansadwrn pay Messrs T. M. Jones and David Thomas the sum of 8/- each for their trouble and expense in endeavouring to ascertain who the woman was who left a child exposed on the night of February instant in the Parish of Llansadwrn.

1841
Alterations to the diet
5oz. of bread for the men

4oz of bread for women and children above 6 years.

3oz of bread for those under 6 years.

Quart of flummery for men, women and children above 6 years.

Pint for children under 6 years on Thursday, and Saturday dinner.

This was in lieu of 8oz. of bread and 2oz of cheese for men

7oz of bread and 2oz. of cheese for women and children under 6.

6oz of bread and 1½oz of cheese under 6.
Board would not allow Eleanor Harries more than 3/- a week and unless she accept the sum, she would be removed (as soon as sufficiently recovered) after which the Guardians will send her to the Pauper Lunatic Asylum at Devizes.

1841

Contractors still working on the Workhouse – pitching the yards. Inmates are to wheel the materials from the gate for the convenience of the contractors.

Board to advance Mary Davies and child paupers of Conwil Cayo the sum of £5 or £6 to enable her to join her husband who has emigrated to America.

20th Nov.

 Resolved on Wednesday next the Master of the Workhouse obtain a fine roasting piece of beef of the weight of 30 lbs., plumb pudding to the value of £1 – 12 – 7d and 6 gallons of ale for the dinner of the pauper inmates in celebration of the happy event of the birth of a Prince of Wales and of the safe delivery of her Majesty Queen Victoria.

Mary Thomas of Glangwenles factory applied to the Board for leave to be allowed to take charge of Elizabeth Anthony a pauper child of Llangadock, an inmate of the workhouse.
Resolved that she be allowed to take the child she having faithfully promised to act as a mother to it and that clothes she now weras be given with her. Ordered that the Relieving Officer occasionally call on he said Mary Thomas to see the state and condition of the child and that he report to the Board any misconduct which may appear in the treatment of the child.

Iron gate to be purchased to keep the male and female pauper children apart and fire guards be provided for the fires of the children. 

Cost to the Union for holding the Census of 1841 - £116 – 13 – 6d.

Master to obtain a warrant against James Jones a pauper of Llanfair-ar-y-Bryn for running away secretly from the workhouse and taking the Workhouse clothes on his person.
Jan 1842
David Davies stated to the Board that Mr Thomas Williams, the Medical Officer of the Brecon Union stated to him that the Llandovery Union was the most evil and hard hearted Union that he was accounted with – Mr Williams was contacted by letter to confirm the statement – he denied the allegation.

The Master to contract for making backs to 6 benches for the old people in the workhouse.

Michael Davies 56, Elizabeth Walter 21 and Elizabeth Moseley 17 be allowed out-door relief dependent on the MO Certificate; the first bronchitis, the second consumption and the third acute rheumatism.

Mr Stephan Jones of Paradise was willing to undertake the cure of David Roberts, and insane pauper of the Parish of Llandingat, and if unsuccessful to make no charge.

MO recommended to the Board that fires in the bedrooms of the girls and boys situate in front of the Workhouse over the Boardroom would add to the comforts and preservation of the health of the inmates – they first had to check with the Insurance Company if this was acceptable/
 17th June. Accusation made against the Master Morgan Jones by Charlotte Jones.

1st July. The House to be conducted by the Matron.

27th July. Resolved that the Master be discharged. The Matron resigned.

Replaced by Mr Rees Beynon and Lettice his wife at a joint salary of £45 per annum with 3 apportionments, fuel and candles.
