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Welsh Language Development Reflection
Prior to the commencement of university, I believe my Welsh skills were fairly high. I achieved a grade A at GCSE second language and following this I went on to gain A level second language Welsh at C grade. Learning about the history of the Welsh language, influential Welsh language campaigners from the past, and societies such as Cymdeithas yr Iaith, I grew a passion for my language and country, and therefore a bilingual classroom environment is of high importance to me. 
Before the start of Professional Teaching Practice one, Welsh sessions were run by the university and were taken in two separate groups. Although fairly confident in my own ability to begin with I found that these sessions were beneficial. Topics covered in these sessions covered content which was unfamiliar to me, and which proved beneficial in the classroom. Simple classroom commands, along with date and time were amongst the topics which I found most beneficial. During this time the university offered the chance to purchase a small pocket booklet entitled ‘Welsh for everyone’. This booklet has also aided me on PTE1 and has shown me areas in my Welsh skills which could be improved. 
Going into school I felt confident and prepared, I could communicate well using simple classroom commands and praise. The first task I was set in school was to carry out the daily Welsh lesson, after lunch every day. To begin with this was a challenge as controlling the class was difficult, however as the weeks progressed I grew more comfortable with the resources available and gained more confidence to communicate to the pupils through Welsh. 
As my every day language skills progressed I became confident in completing tasks such as the register in Welsh and the Monday morning check-in session. Phrases such as ‘Sut wyt ti’ and ‘bore da’ became embedded into my school day. During slot ddrillio I also began introducing the song ‘Pen, ysgwyddau, coesau, traed’. As the lessons progressed the children began to remember the words and associate the different parts of the body with actions. 
During the final week of PTE1 I recorded a Welsh lesson based on the story ‘Tedi Twt yn dost’. I feel this was an appropriate choice as the previous week our lessons had been concentrating on parts of the body, emphasised of course by our song. The children enjoyed the story and could associate it with the Tedi Twt bear they had in the classroom. I began the opening phase of the lesson by explaining the content of the lesson and I asked the pupils what they thought the story was going to be about based on the front cover. The group instantly recognised the word ‘dost’ and were able to relate it to a song they had sung in the school Eisteddfod in previous weeks. As the Tedi Twt stories are part of a collection the children also recognised the characters such as Tedi Twt himself, and the Nyrs; characters we had explored in previous lessons.
I was happy with the way I conducted the lesson and I was pleased that my efforts from previous lessons showed in the children’s participation. By the time I came to record the session I had been carrying out slot ddrillio every day for three weeks, and I was also carrying out activities such as the morning routines. On a Monday morning we perform an activity known as ‘check-in’, where we ask how each member of the class is feeling in Welsh with a simple song questioning; ‘sut wyt ti’?’ and ‘pam’. On a Monday during slot ddrillio it is also a chance for the children to share news about where they have been on the weekend, learning simple sentences such as ‘es i i’r parc’. 
By the fourth week the children were used to the way I taught through the medium of Welsh and were confident using the phrases included during many daily routines, including the attendance and dinner register. My classroom commands had also improved, therefore the simple sefwch/eisteddwch were embedded into my teaching. 
I feel I used the story well and the children were enthused by the story as they could recognise and relate simple phrases to their everyday routines. The progress in the groups’ Welsh was evidenced during the plenary when we sang our ‘Pen, ysgwyddau, coesau, traed’ song. This is an element I was particularly proud of as I feel the group progress was highly evidenced here.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Three weeks ago I began my slot ddrillio lessons covering content which the class had never before seen. The new content was the parts of the body and although the children recognised some words such as ‘bola’ through Eisteddfod songs, the majority of the words were new to them. Therefore, I think it is an achievement and evidence of my effective practice that through the lessons the children can now sing the song well, complete with actions. This is shown through my lesson recording. 
As a form of improvement, I feel the delivery of the story could have been improved as although the group recognised and could relate to some words and phrases, there were moments where the group were disengaged. To tackle this issue, I could have asked more open questions about the story and referred more to the images in the story. I feel using a digital story was a good idea and worked well with the group, however I could have utilised this asset more than I did. 
Going forward, I feel I will leave PTE1 with improved communication through the Welsh language. My confidence in using classroom commands and praise, along with marking work and having simple conversations in the language has improved. 
I feel that the passion I have for my language and culture is shown through my teaching and is something which relates to the new curriculum and the foundation phase framework. 





