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Introduction
In this chapter, the aim is to review academic literature relating to existing tactics and strategies that are being used to combat serious and organised crime. This review will include any tactics used especially by South Wales Police and whether they are effective in deterring this type of crime. I will review tactics from a number of force areas and ascertain which appear to be more affective overall statistically, and then see if any of these can be implemented also into South Wales to reduce the overall amount of similar offences. 

In this chapter I will achieve my first objective being, 
How Serious and Organised Crime is combatted in the United Kingdom currently?
A range of sources will be covered throughout this topic including Google Scholar, police intranet systems and online web documents.

What is Serious and Organised Crime?
Winchester, 2020 states that, “Serious and organised crime is criminal activity that is planned, co-ordinated, and committed by people working individually, in groups, or as part of transnational networks. The aims are to acquire money, profit, influence and power. Such offences are often committed by organised crime groups, who use violence, corruption and intimidation to protect their criminal activities.”
Organised crime involves many types of crime, but primarily includes human and drug trafficking, money laundering, violence for profit even up to the severity of murder. (RecordsFinder, 2023). The difference between this type of crime and most other offences is that as above, most of the activities are planned and co-ordinated by offenders and often these crimes target vulnerable people. An example of this relating to sex trafficking as acknowledged by Jackson, Jeffrey and Adamson (2010), states “there are 17,000 migrant women involved in prostitution in England and Wales, of which some 2,600 are trafficked sex workers and a further 9,600 are estimated to be vulnerable to trafficking”
Another example of this includes county lines and is defined as gangs and organised crime networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into areas throughout the UK. These nominals are also known to coerce or intimidate vulnerable children and adults to move and store drugs for them. (Home Office, 2020)
Additionally, organised crime also affects the whole of society, as it has become one of the more pressing concerns of the modern age due to having extremely high economic and social costs. (Bowling & Ross, 2008)

What Tactics are currently being used to tackle Organised Crime?
Currently the UK Government are working with partner agencies such as the police in an attempt to tackle Serious and Organised Crime. One of the ways they are planning this is by following a Serious and Organised Crime Strategy. In this strategy the Home Office (2018) states “We will pursue offenders through prosecution and disruption, bringing all our collective powers and tools to bear. We will: prevent people from engaging in serious and organised crime; protect victims, organisations and systems from its harms; and prepare for when it occurs, mitigating the impact.”
Some tactics used by Merseyside Police regarding fatal shootings in August 2022 included local policing teams and other specialist officers patrolling areas which are highly affected by gun crime to deter further criminal activity from ongoing in certain areas. Another way during this time the police attempted to tackle the issues was by reaching out to the public and by saying it is vital that the public make a stand against this type of crime by reporting any information to the police or via crimestoppers if they wished to remain anonymous.
Another tactic which police forces are using throughout the UK is finding strategies to locate and target organised crime by using an intelligence-led policing approach. Intelligence-led policing does not have one single definition, but Angus Smith (1997) states that this type of policing is the collection and analysis of information which is then used in the police decision-making process. This means, information on organised crime can help the police to deter the activity if it is found early on so it has a lesser impact on the wider community. This includes shutting down certain types of crime in certain areas by locating cannabis factories, carrying out warrants on the properties, working with councils to place orders on addresses causing issues and working with youth justice teams to deter young people going further into criminal activities. 

Tactics in place by South Wales Police
There is currently a gap that needs to be researched in the existing tactics and strategies employed by South Wales Police to combat Serious and organised crime as most studies in this area concentrate on National level and within Wales. With this in mind, research has advised that South Wales themselves do have a number of teams in place to tackle organised crime efficiently. One team being their Organised Crime Unit, which is in place with the primary role being “investigates the most Serious and Organised Crime committed by individuals and Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) residing both inside and outside the South Wales Police Force area” (TAYLOR, 2023). This team uses covert and overt tactics whilst working with other teams such as MCIT and other forces across Wales to identify and support vulnerable people within the force area. 
Another team that targets organised crime within Wales is known as Op Tarian. The team is made up of police officers and staff from South Wales, Dyfed Powys and Gwent Police, all with the aim to identify, disrupt and dismantle organised crime within the Southern Wales region. (FOX, 2023)
One article published recently by South Wales Police (2023), provides a positive outcome for work these teams have carried out, which states “Throughout June, police forces in England and Wales took part in an intensification period designed to disrupt Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) by taking out a key source of their revenue, whilst simultaneously apprehending many of those involved, safeguarding those being exploited, and increasing intelligence.” The outcome of this operation resulted in 52 arrests, 43 of which were charged, and £8.7 million worth of cannabis plants being seized and taken off the streets. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, this review and research shows serious and organised crime is a growing problem within the UK and due to the primary targets of this type of crime being vulnerable people, police forces must continue working to tackle this as best as they can considering the issue is spreading at a rapid rate. 
There is a number of tactics being used in law enforcement throughout the UK, including within South Wales and this research shows the most common being used between international forces includes gathering intelligence to act on this. 
Organised crime appears to be a relatively new issue within South Wales as it primarily occurs in and around London initially. Due to this, there is a lack of information available surrounding this issue within the South Wales area, but it is known that the issues are starting to occur due to the good news stories which have been provided regarding recent operations. 
Further research is needed specifically within South Wales to ascertain further is the tactics that are being used are effective in protecting the communities overall. 
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