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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

 500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

My normal area of practice is within adult services, however, as part of transitions, I work with individuals from the age of fourteen. While my role is within adult services, it is also essential to understand children’s safeguarding in Wales. Safeguarding concerns do not always relate directly to the young person I am supporting. For example, I have previously completed a Multi Agency Referral Form (MARF) for a younger sibling living in the same household. This demonstrates that safeguarding children is not an isolated task but a central and fundamental element of social work practice in Wales.
In Wales, safeguarding children falls under the same overarching framework as adult safeguarding, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA, 2014). This Act is the statutory framework for social work practitioners to protect children from neglect, abuse, harm, coercion, or exploitation. It also highlights the importance of early intervention, showing that safeguarding is not only about crisis but also about proactive protection. Winnicott (1965) argued that “a child’s emotional and psychological safety is as important as physical safety, and without a secure, responsive caregiving environment, development is at risk”.
Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) places a clear “duty to report” on social workers and local authorities. Section 130 outlines the mandatory reporting duty, requiring professionals to report any concerns that a child may be at potential risk of harm. This ensures safeguarding is a shared responsibility. The Children Act (1989) also remains a key piece of legislation in Wales and the UK, widely regarded as the cornerstone of safeguarding law, ensuring children are protected consistently across local authority areas.
The safeguarding framework in Wales is shaped by international obligations. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is legally embedded in Welsh law and underpins Section 7 of the SSWBA (2014). The UNCRC sets out 41 rights to protect children’s civil, political, economic, social, and cultural well being (UNCRC). By embedding these rights into legislation, Wales ensures safeguarding practice is child centred, with children’s voices central to professional decision making.
A significant element of the Children Act (1989) is Section 47, which requires local authorities to investigate when there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm, such as physical, emotional, sexual abuse, or neglect. Section 47 enquiries inform the child protection process and ensure timely intervention. If risk remains, a child protection conference is convened, leading to a more formal plan.
Theoretical perspectives also inform safeguarding. Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) Ecological Systems Theory emphasises that “children’s well-being is influenced by multiple environmental layers, family, community, and wider society”. This supports protective interventions and meaningful prompt safeguarding.
Finally, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, introduced in November 2019, provide a standardised framework across the country. Available via a mobile app, they are designed for statutory, voluntary, third sector, and private agencies, ensuring consistent responses and effective multi-agency working, in line with guidance from local Safeguarding Boards (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).
In conclusion, safeguarding children in Wales requires social workers to maintain a clear understanding of their duties and the legislative framework underpinning practice. Guided by statutory duties, supported by procedures, and underpinned by child centred approaches, safeguarding becomes embedded in professional practice, ensuring that children’s welfare is prioritised.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Reflecting on my first year of practice as a transition social worker, I have worked closely with families, children, and young people. This experience has highlighted the difference in safeguarding practice between adults and children, reflecting the balance between autonomy and protection, and safety of the child is paramount.
When working with adults, safeguarding is often framed in relation to the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA, 1998), with an emphasis on empowering individuals and upholding autonomy. Adult safeguarding focuses on promoting independence while considering mental capacity, legally recognised from age sixteen under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA, 2005). By contrast, safeguarding children prioritises protection due to their greater vulnerability, with interventions often proceeding without a child’s consent.
Legally, the Social Services and Well being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA, 2014) recognises safeguarding duties for both adults and children, outlined in Part 7 and Section 130. However, the approach differs. The MCA (2005) requires practitioners to assess whether an adult has capacity to make decisions around their safety. Principle 1 of the MCA (2005) presumes capacity, yet where doubt exists particularly if there is evidence of risk to self or others, coercion, or serious harm formal assessment is required. This ensures the adult understands the risk while balancing autonomy with the duty to protect.
Adults with capacity can refuse support or intervention, even when vulnerable, whereas those lacking capacity can have decisions made in their best interests. Children, however, do not need to consent to safeguarding interventions where concerns exist. Their protection is prioritised, reflecting the child centred approach enshrined in law and the (UNCRC, 1989).
Theorist Dixon (2023) notes that adult safeguarding “revolves around risk, uncertainty, autonomy, and professional judgement, which suits adult contexts.” Firmin (2023), in contrast, “emphasises contextual safeguarding, recognising that children and adolescents often face harm in extra-familial settings, peer groups, public spaces, or online making risks less visible and requiring proactive intervention.”
While children generally cannot make safeguarding decisions, Gillick competence demonstrates that a child under sixteen can consent to treatment if sufficiently mature, as established in Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority (1985). This reflects evolving autonomy and aligns with the UNCRC (1989), but does not override the principle that the child’s safety remains paramount.
In conclusion, safeguarding practice in transition work requires clear differentiation between adult and child contexts. Adults are empowered to make decisions where capacity exists, while children are prioritised for protection, with interventions guided by their best interests. Understanding these differences, underpinned by legislation, theory, and ethical principles, ensures social workers respond appropriately, balancing autonomy, consent, and the safety of all individuals.
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