In 200 words, write the storyteller’s story. In 300 words explain, using appropriate evidence, whether the story supports or subverts Athenian mores.

There was once a man named Hippolytus, son of the hero Theseus and an Amazon. Hippolytus was a dear friend of Artemis and thus stayed chaste, but this angered the goddess of love Aphrodite. She bade the wife of Theseus, Phaedra, fall in love with Theseus in the hopes that he would fall for her. Knowing he would never fall for her, Phaedra killed herself when Hippolytus found out about her love for him. When Theseus returned home later that day, he found a tablet in her hand saying how Hippolytus had dared put his hand by force to the marriage bed of Phaedra and Theseus. After reading the tablet his wife left him, he cursed his son Hippolytus to death through Poseidon using one of the three curses Poseidon offered him and then exiled him so regardless of whether the curse worked or not, Hippolytus would not be around him. Hippolytus comes over to find that Phaedra is dead, and that Theseus is adamant that Hippolytus committed adultery with Phaedra when in fact he was trying to stay chaste, so he could stay around Artemis. Hippolytus left the lands after arguing with his father and had a fatal accident near the sea because of Poseidon’s promise to fulfil the three curses he granted Theseus. He was brought back to his father’s house to find that Artemis has told his father the truth of what happened: it was all Aphrodite’s fault because she did not like how Hippolytus stayed chaste.
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In the play Hippolytus by the tragedy playwright Euripides, one Athenian more that gets mentioned is Solon’s Law on adultery; where if the husband or father of the woman (her kyrios) catches the woman and the moichos in bed together then the kyrios is allowed by law to kill the moichos right then, as told in the speech A Husband’s Defence by Euphiletus.[footnoteRef:1] Therefore, with the tablet as proof, Theseus would have been within his right to kill Hippolytus if Hippolytus had seduced Phaedra and so the play and story would have supported Athenian mores. However, as Hippolytus was staying chaste to be able to be around Artemis, he had not seduced Phaedra; that was the work of the goddess Aphrodite. Thus, Theseus instead committed murder, filicide to be specific, as he trusted the tablet and had not waited for any other proofs. Hence, the story subverts Athenian mores as Theseus condemned Hippolytus to death without catching him in the act. Moreover, the story subverts Athenian mores as Theseus does not investigate whether Hippolytus was innocent or guilty, he simply sentences him in anger after he reads the tablet. This goes against Athenian mores as every case would either be investigated by a jury or an arbitrator, as shown by the play Epitrepontes (Men at Arbitration) by Menander, the speech by Apollodorus called Against Neaera or Past Activities of a Courtesan[footnoteRef:2] and  although it would be concluded quickly, it would still have an investigation into the situation before coming to any decision.  [1:  Lefkowitz, M., Fant, M., Women’s Lives in Greece and Rome, extract 88, paragraph 28]  [2:  Lefkowitz, M., Fant, M., Women’s Lives in Greece and Rome, extract 90, paragraph 110] 
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