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Introduction
This report is intended to research and analyse whether knife crime has substantially increased over the last couple of years, if so then what encourages them to use knifes whether it is to assault someone or just to carry one around. The other topic that will be examined is how London Metropolitan police service are tackling knife crime and other methods on how to reduce it.
[bookmark: _Toc512805331]Objectives
The three objectives in this report aim to answer the following questions:
· Have knife crime attacks in central London covered by the metropolitan police substantially increased over the last couple of years?
· What are the main encouragement of knife crime?
· How are the London Metropolitan Police trying to tackle the knife crime epidemic and is it successful? 
[bookmark: _Toc512805332]Scope
This report will examine whether knife crimes have increased in Central London covered by the metropolitan police service over the last couple of years (2016-2018).
 It will not examine the rest of the United Kingdom; any other region or police areas due the focus being on the London Metropolitan police force and other information would not be relevant.
Another topic this report will examine is the reasons why knife crime exists, it will be looking at whether it is gangs related, if it used for protection and whether social media has an impact on it. It will not examine just one method as this report is trying to research the many reasons why knife crime exists.
The last aim of this report is examine how the London Metropolitan police force is tackling the knife crime epidemic and to see whether it is being successful or not, it will not examine any other crime tackling due to there being too many crimes and which wouldn’t not be relevant to the overall question.



[bookmark: _Toc512805333]Main Body

Knife crime has been a substantial issue within large cities in the United Kingdom for many years, London being one of the highest and most targeted cities. London Metropolitan Police who cover 620 square miles and serves over eight million people have seen the largest increased rate of knife crimes over the last year (Shaw, 2018). 
Definition of knife crime: 
There is no set definition of knife crime, but due to the media ‘knife crime’ was adopted and is now used to refer to any crime that is knife related (Home Affairs Committee, 2009).  Crown (2018) goes into more depth about knife crime, stating that you do not have to assault or murder someone to be charged with a knife crime offence. Crimes involving knives can be just carrying a knife (even if it is just for protection), threatening someone with one, attempting to buy one under 18 years of age and committing a robbery or burglary where the suspect is carrying a knife even if it is not used (Crown, 2018). Under the Criminal Justice Act 1988 it is illegal to carry any sharp instrument not just a knife, this could be a sharp piece of glass. The only knife that is allowed to be carried with a good reason or lawful consent is a pocket knife which must be three inches or less (Allan & Audickas, 2018)
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Statistics of knife attacks in London
[image: Chart showing that there is more knife crime in London than elsewhere]







Fig 1

In the capital there is a case of per 100,000 people there is 114 knife offences in 2016, with knife crime on the rise it can be predicted this number has gone up since 2016. This is particularly high as the next highest is the west midlands with 56 offences per 100,000 people.  This graph suggests that if the average from 2016 of 114 knife crimes per 100,000, if it was totalled up based on how many people are living in London then it would average out at 10,032 knife offences for the London region.

The main area that will be looked at is the area that London Metropolitan police cover.
Knife crimes have always been an issue, but in the most recent years they are increasing majorly, according to Metropolitan Police(2018) knife crime can be distinguished into three categories, them being:
· Knife crime
· Knife crime with injury
· Knife crime with Injury personal robbery 
In the last two years knife crimes have been on the increase, from 2016-2017 knife crime offence on a whole has increased from 12,115 to 14,680, which is a 21.17% change. Metropolitan police have given around 2,386 sanction detections in 2016-2017 and 2,489 in 2017-2018, which is an increase of 4.32% (Metropolitan Police, 2018).
Knife crime with injury has slightly increased by 5.71% from 4,446 to 4,700 in 2017-2018, 979 sanctions were given the past year, this also increased to 1,034 (Metropolitan Police, 2018).
Knife crime with injury personal robbery has increased by 11.93% from 528 cases to 591 in 2017-2018 75 sanctions was also increased this year from the 70 in 2016-17 which is only a small increase.
In early April 2018, a few weeks ago six youths were stabbed within ninety minutes in South London in broad daylight including a 13 year old boy who is now fighting for his life. The Mayor of London has spoken out and explained how heartbreaking it was to know that the number of murders are raising in the Capital (Telegraph reporters, 2018).  Meaning these results are not up to date and it could be worse than they already are as there’s been more stabbings since.















[bookmark: _Toc512805335]What are the reasons for knife crimes?
Wood (2010) examines the potential reason why knife crime could be committed, this is because often cast as Ethnic minority gangs with cases of white young offenders, these types of people get associated with knife crime as it is shown to the public through the media. This unfortunately though is just a small portion of the knife related crimes. 
[bookmark: _Toc512805336]Gang related
The Guardian (2018) states that they do not think that the knife crime in London is all gang attacks and that it is not looked into enough to prove this. But what they have found is that the majority of these crimes are done by young offenders which are classified as children meaning from a human development point of view they are not developed enough to understand the meaning of gangs and what it means to be a part of them. From taking statements they have found that what these children get from being in a gang is friendship, support and independence which they think they would not get from other methods. 
These children are then persuaded into join the gangs by the elders giving them this false information that this is what a gang can provide them. After they are introduced to this the control of the gang elders influences the younger members into having enemies and having some form of honour for defending artificial territories for them. Even though the parents try and make the child see what they are doing is wrong the control of the gang is far stronger and seems to have a better connection with the child (The guardian, 2018).
Liberal Democrat Pauline Pearce has suggest that the reason for many stabbing are due to young people feeling ‘disenfranchised’, they do not know where they belong, they do not feel like they have a meaning in life and that they do not fit into society at all, and this is what leads them to retaliate in violence Anonymous(2018). Pearce agrees with the guardian on how children are radicalised into gangs.
Walker(2017) disagrees with the guardian as he thinks the reason for knife crime are purely increased because of gangs,  as he states that

"Without any shadow of a doubt, gangs have always been present in the periphery as a phenomenon of our culture”
Walker then explains he now believes that gangs are embedded in the cultures of towns and cities, meaning that there is not much hope of getting rid of them as they are a part of people’s lives.

[bookmark: _Toc512805337]Protection for themselves 
Ashmall (2016) has found that many youths are now carrying knifes as protection as they are scared, these youths have spoken out and have said they have never been associated with a gang and the only reason they carry them is for protection in case they are in danger by themselves and thinking pulling a knife out will make the other withdraw from their attack. Asthana (2008) also found out the same reason as Ashmall after speaking to six different individuals that admit to carry a knife on them, one of the individuals Paul, 21 from London who’s occupation is a plumber, he explains that his father was stabbed to death when he was only three years old, which is a massive reason he carries knife, he also admitted that he was in a gang but that had nothing to do with him carrying a knife. Paul was in a situation where two large males tried robbing him, but he pulled out his knife and acted like a ‘nutter’ and they walked away, meaning the knife potentially saved his life. He has been caught with a knife by the police and had a year’s probation even after this he still decided to carry it as protection (Asthana, 2008). 
Gayle (2017) believes that the police are not concerned about gang violence being the reason young people are carrying knifes but because youths are carrying it for status and protection. Over three months, 5,237 knife possession offences were dealt with which was an increase of 6% from the previous year.
Social media
Armstrong (2018) suggests that social media increases knife crime and is a major problem, an example of this the case of Jermaine Goupall, who was stabbed to death in London due to an argument between enemy and gangs mocking one another videos on YouTube. Hamilton (2018) has agreed and examine their research and has argued that social media sites are getting children to commit violence and murders with minutes!
Austin(2018) has stated  that the London Metropolitan Commissioner Cressida Dick, also blames social media having an increase on knife crimes, she argues 

“There’s definitely something about the impact of social media in terms of people being able to go from slightly angry with each other to ‘fight’ very quickly,”
She then goes on to explain when people insult or threaten another online it makes it very difficult to calm down and then wanting to lash out, and she argues that it does get people angry. But when youths have no previous criminal record and all of a sudden become a killer with a few days due to the radicalisation is beyond. (Austin, 2018)


[bookmark: _Toc512805338]How is London Metropolitan Police service tackling knife crime?
London metropolitan Police main priority is to tackle knife crime within their area, they are doing many campaigns and working with different partnerships to try and stop this epidemic.
One way they are doing this is
[bookmark: _Toc512805339]Speaking in schools to promote safer schools:
As police officers their main priority is keeping people safe, especially young and vulnerable people. Officers are now going to local schools, to greet students and parents at the main gates and are very approachable for the children or parents if they have any concerns. The officers also delivers assemblies with different topics each time, from personal safety to law, which would include knifes. Not only do they deliver but they stand outside in the playground with students id they want a chat or advice.  From working in the schools they have very strong relationships within the community, ranging from the police cadets to a youth boxing programme (Mayor’s Office for Policing & Crime, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc512805340]Operation Sceptre:
In July 2015 the metropolitan launched an operation called Operation Sceptre, the aim of this is to reduce and tackle knife crime and the families that have been affected in the whole of London. This operation is in place to target people who are supplying, access and importation of knives. It’s also in place to convict people who are caught carrying a knife for the second time with harsher punishment (Mayor’s Office for Policing & Crime, 2018).
Already they have shown an increase of arrests, and have taken many weapons off the street. In 2016 a year after the operation was launched, the metropolitan police have taken 399 weapons off the street, 5791 weapon sweeps and 700 test purchases in shops that sell knives. Around 4565 stop and searches were conducted resulting in 793 arrests just from stop and searches (Mayor’s Office for Policing & Crime, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc512805341]Working with partnerships 
They are also working with a charity called Word 4 Weapons, which have provided 30 knife surrender bins around London, they are also in police station but it may prevent people handing them in if it’s in a station and this is the reason they have the located on various sites ().
Word 4 Weapons are a charity that enables people to surrender knives anonymously in a bin if they decide to follow the law or regret carrying one. According to Word 4 weapons (2018) over tens of thousands knives, guns, and other weapons have been voluntarily surrendered.
[bookmark: _Toc512805342]Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc512805343]Knife crime rates:
From the research that was found from Metropolitan Police (2018) it is clear to see that even though the police and other organisations are putting things such as operations into place to stop these crimes and offences the stats show that there is still a significant increase in knife offences since 2016 by a raised 21.17%. This shows us that there needs to be better measure into stopping knife crime and detecting it before it increases further. This increase is not just related to it in general but also with injury and injury while personal robbery is also increased even though it is only slightly. These stats are only in the London area too with numbers going up further across the country meaning better measures need to be in place. 
The victims of these crimes has also lowered meaning that they are not just related to adults but now in 2018 there is young offenders and victims as young as 13 now picking up knifes for protection or to do with gang related violence with the latest incident involving a 13 year old where 6 victims got stabbed within a 90 minute time frame.

Reasons for knife crime
The three methods that were researched was gang related knife crime, people carrying/ using knifes as protection and if social media has an influence on knife crime. After doing the research it seems to be that they are all reasons why knife crime is happening but more so due to people carrying knifes as a form of protection especially in youths as Ashmall (2016) state young people carry knifes as they are scared to be without one in case a random attack happens and they cannot protect themselves, but carrying a knife makes them feel more secure and protected. This is a reason why knife crime is on a raise, not just due to assault but just because people are carrying them around, as Crown (2018) previously explains that an offence is even just carrying one.
There’s not much evidence to claim that gangs are majorly the reason that knife crime exists, but from researching it is easy to see that elderly people in gangs radicalise young vulnerable people by ‘giving’ them friendship, a feel of need and independence (Telegraph 2018). This is how they seem to recruit them, by finding vulnerable people to do their dirty work so they do not get caught out.
Finding the research for social media being liked to knife crime was very difficult as there was not enough information on it, although there was a case on boy who was stabbed to death due to an argument about a video on YouTube with a rival (Armstrong, 2018). This does not mean that it is linked, it could be more than that and the media has misled the full truth. London Metropolitan Commissioner Cressida Dick believes that social media has a massive involvement with knife crime, due to being able to get angry online and then finding it hard to cool off, making them want to retaliate. As previously stated there was not enough information on this method and therefore wasn’t a strong argument.

[bookmark: _Toc512805344]Tackling knife crime in London
The London Metropolitan Police have been trying to tackle the knife crime epidemic for the last few years; they have tried in many ways: 
speaking to youths in schools about the law, knife crime and other topics, they stay around the schools on lunch break so if the children want to speak to them they can. If young people did not know that carrying a knife was illegal, now they would know and they may get scared to do so as the police has spoken to them about it (Mayors office for Policing & crime 2018)
They have tried an operation Sceptre and it has been a success with the results of getting 399 weapons off the streets and made 793 arrests because of 5791 weapon sweeps and making 4565 stop and searches, they want to continue with this operation however as even though these are positive results the amount of knife offences to the amount of weapons taken off the streets is not comparable as it is a large margin but with continued support to the operation numbers could rise in stopping or preventing these crimes from happening(Mayor’s Office for Policing & Crime, 2018).















[bookmark: _Toc512805345]Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc512805346]In summary of all of the finding what was researched it found that knife crime is on an increase even though there have been operations and strategies to stop or reduce this number. This could be due to the police arresting more people due to their successful operation sceptre and this is why the increased rate, or it could be due to more knife crimes are being committed. Another reason the figures may be increasing is due to more people moving into London which is making population higher than before.
Before taking part in this research it was presumed that mostly gangs were the reason for knife crime, this statement was wrong it has a number of reasons, one being gang crime, the other is people carrying knifes for protection, and this seems to be major problem and one of the reasons why offences are so high. Another reason is due to social media, there is not enough information about it yet but from what was researched social media does effect knife crime, especially within gangs as they can now show videos on YouTube, possibly bully rivals and then people will retaliate and end up being a offender or victim of knife crime.
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