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Equipment or materials required – None
The Candidates are not permitted to bring dictionaries; text books/case studies or any other reference materials into the exam room.
Calculators can be used
Show all your calculations in your exam book


ANSWER ALL FOUR QUESTIONS

QUESTION ONE  (25 marks total)


a) With the aid of diagrams, explain the differences between typical Von Neumann and Harvard architectures. (15 marks)

b) The following comprise a number of mnemonics from the PIC16F887 microprocessor instruction set. Give the meaning of what each mnemonic stands for and explain what the instruction actually does:
CLRW
NOP
BTFSC
CALL
GOTO
(10 marks)



QUESTION TWO (25 marks total)

a) Explain what is meant by the term ‘switch bounce’. Include diagrams/sketches to help illustrate your answer. (10 marks)

b) Give an example of a situation where switch bounce could cause a problem. (5 marks)

c) Provide two methods that can used to combat switch bounce – one hardware based, and one software – draw an actual circuit for the former and use pseudo code to illustrate the latter. (10 marks)


QUESTION THREE (25 marks total)

a) You are required to drive an LED from a PIC output port. Sketch a typical circuit configuration that you could use, explaining your reasoning for any choice of components you use and include any calculations made.
You are told that the PIC is powered from +5V, the LED will require 10mA and its forward voltage drop is 2.0V (10 marks)

b) You are also required to drive a traditional mechanical relay from another PIC output port. Sketch a typical circuit configuration that you could use, explaining your reasoning for any choice of components you use.
You are told that the PIC is powered from +5V, but the relay will require 24V DC and 200mA to operate it. (10 marks)

c) Explain the difference between a digital pin being able to ‘source current’ and ‘sink current’ (5marks)





QUESTION FOUR (25 marks total)

a) Define what is meant by the term PWM. Explain, with the assistance of diagrams, its general principle of operation. (13 marks)

b) If you had to produce a PWM output from a PIC port, explain in general terms, two ways you could achieve this. One using software alone, the other utilising a built in hardware module. (12 marks)
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