Representations of Hades in Homeric text

Intro:
This presentation will focus on the ‘Representation of Hades, god of the underworld, in Homeric texts’ These include the ‘Iliad and the Odyssey’, which are often referred to as Homeric Epics. Within this presentation, I will also discuss Hades; physical description and how he is depicted within the epics. Including the analysis of what Hades represents.
Who Is Hades:
‘Perhaps the most feared of the gods, he is described by both Homer and Hesiod as; ‘pitiless’, ‘loathsome’, and ‘monstrous’ hades’ - (Cartwright 2012). 
Hades (Pluto in the roman lexicon) was the ancient Greek god of the underworld; A grim and ghastly figure, ‘inspiring awe and terror in everybody’. The underworld represented the final place in which human souls went after death. By the terms of Ordinary Greeks (Hades) was held in ‘superstitious awe’, even to speak his name was avoided. 
Hades name refers to him as the ‘Unseen one’ representative of his nature as a ruler of mystical world of the dead, suggestive of an elusive and shadowy disposition. While also Making him the only god to not reside upon Mount Olympus, (Home of the gods). Marking him as outsider compared to his brother Zeus and the other gods.
Within ancient Greek art he is rarely shown, but upon his appearance he is shown to be a more mature man, with both a long beard, and a mournful guise. Possessing also a helmet forged by Hephaistos, rendering the user unseen. His wife was Persephone, who he abducted and took beneath the earth to the Underworld.
Homeric Text:
The Iliad and The Odyssey, while arguable written after their legendary namesake; Homer. Represent not just a single man’s work, but as the development and characterisation of ancient Greek Culture. Through both the representations of Gods, monsters, adventures and tragedies, Hades represents a proportion of a culture’s identity in this respect, offering a conventual idea of a ‘death god’ and a face for mortality, with equal amounts of fear and respect provided because of this depiction. 
Take from example; Odysseus, who Worrall (2015) calls a ‘great metaphor for all our lives: struggling with storms- finding himself trapped between impossible choices’. This same ideology can be noted throughout Homeric literature, with individuals representing more than just an otherworldly figure.  
When noting Hades in the context of Homers, the Iliad, it’s important to note Homer shows the truly gritty and dark aspects of life which is described as ‘deeply sobering’ due to the lack of ‘any kind of consolation’. There’s no glorious afterlife for the warriors that are killed, most die in a horrible way then ‘they all go down to Hades’ (Worrall 2015). The Iliad represents through Hades realities of life, a constant reminder of one’s venerability. 

 

Hades Representation:
Hades as aforementioned appears as grim otherworldly figure even when compared to the gods, living in his underground spiritual realm. 
‘No one can hurry me down to Hades before my time, but if a man’s hour is come, be he brave or be he coward, there is no escape for him when he has once been born’ - Homer, the Iliad.
Homers, The Iliad creates an inevitable nature to Hades, through his description of him coming for man, no matter how he lived his life, the fate all man lies in the underworld. This creates a revered yet feared and almost unwelcome god. For Hades symbolizes the end of the known world, and because of this the fear of the unknown, symbology and depictions, respect him, yet avoid his portrayal as a protagonist and artistic representations. 
(Homer) Did not have to treat natural phenomena metaphorically in order to dramatize them (pg.166 Vivante 1996). As often with the gods, Hades represents something, the natural event of death. For death represents a finality, in the terms of the life of an individual. 
Persephone, the wife of Hades and Queen of the underworld, was abducted ‘when he saw her picking flowers one day in a meadow’ (Cartwright 2016). This abduction is notable as sinister, yet obvious character development for Hades, as it offers a strong contrast to his black haired and dour representation. Persephone, who is a ‘sweet young maiden bedecked in flowers’ (McGrory 2018), which is tied to the birth of new life, colour and rebirth. She offers a warmth and radiance, everything  Hades is not. Perhaps the smothering nature of the underworld is one alternative reason she cannot stay year around.  
‘Hades! Dark-haired one! King of the Dead!’- (Nagy l347) Despite his at times ‘evil’ description, Hades is stern, ‘And his Decisions are final’ (2018 Bakula). Hades is no nemesis of humanity, he is the watcher of the worst hours of life, emotions such as; anxieties, grief, and emotional turmoil. For these emotions, in the context of the Iliad, no matter when, will lead you to Hades.
	 

Hades Domain: The Underworld
‘He [Hades], heading for the misty realms of darkness’- (79 Nagy)
Prolonged exposer to the realm of the king of the dead has been known to affect those within his realm before their time; ‘Patroclus, being now part of the underworld, in a sense carries with him the attributes of Hades in being present and not at the same time’ – (Gazis 2018). Meaning the reach of Hades power is strong within his realm. He also embodies the past, and often memories, which can often be consuming especially with strong hearted and seasoned heroes, very much like the consuming darkness in which the underworld is said to lie.
Patroclus after his interactions within the underworld is describe as; ‘What Remains is an eidolon, an image of a hero with a deeply personalized focus on its past’ – (Gazis 2018). Showing how the Underworld and Hades, are the end of life and growth, as it causes it denizens to dwell in their past with no concept of the present or future, with nothing left in the presence one must turn to the immortality of memory.
A person becomes more familiar with Hades in Homeric literature when they enter his realm of the underworld. A place which ‘Here there is no desire to feel sunlight or closeness of other people’ (Bakula 2018). The realm of hades represents the unconscious, and collective unconscious, a place in which much is stifled; feelings, thoughts, memories, pain, or shame. It allows Hades to appear a lot less human than many of the gods, due to his lack of obvious and often expression of emotion. Yet this is very comparable to what we understand to be the void of death, an experience of emptiness. 

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hades represents a caricature of life, unlike his brother gods; Zeus and Poseidon, he does not actively show a passion for life, nor a great involvement in the world of the gods.  His Homeric representation is formed to represent Hades as; decayed, grim, powerful, dark haired and possibly wise, but not evil. Hades is surrounded by the darkness of the underworld. It is a consuming darkness that strips a person of much of who they were and are. However, as Hades nature as the King of the Dead, he commands a level of respect, due to his eternal nature, in which mortal souls will all one day join him, in the underworld.
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