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Task 2: In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The troubles caused by plastic pollution are increasing due to the lack of awareness and education on this issue which is affecting all societies and cultures worldwide. Touring theatre is a tool for education. “Sweden have been paying a deposit on bottles and cans for three decades and the UK want to adopt this scheme.”[footnoteRef:1] If the UK were to adopt the Swedish cultures movements, the UK would be a more sustainable place to live. However, it seems that governments need a push to make change. By touring our piece of theatre around schools, we can raise awareness to the children and allow them to consider the comparisons between the more/ less sustainable countries (“Globally, 2 billion people have no access to waste facilities.”[footnoteRef:2]) By educating our audience on the difference in cultures, the children will know how to make a difference in their society and how this can have a knock-on effect to other countries making the world a more sustainable place.  [1:  www.thelocal.se/20180328/thats-pant-the-story-behind-swedens-bottle-recycling-system ]  [2:  Drowning In Plastic (2018 Documentary)- BBC iPlayer] 

The outcomes of not recycling have been ever- present, with the impact becoming worse in today’s society. After asking multiple children whether their teachers have educated them on recycling, it became apparent to me that children know that they need to recycle, and that if they don’t it will hurt the animals: “We’ve talked about how bad all the plastic in the sea is and how it’s bad for the creatures in the sea.”[footnoteRef:3] However, they don’t seem to know that it is the humans that cause the impact. Through touring theatre, we are entertaining many 9-11 year olds (using parodies of their favourite songs) while making them think about how relevant the theme is to their lifestyles and how they can make change. Touring theatre has the power to influence the audience’s opinions on the main subject of the piece. From our audience being able to relate to the lack of knowledge Alice has, they are more likely to create a connection to this character meaning their opinions will change in the way that hers do: from not knowing anything or caring about plastic pollution, to wanting to make a difference. [3:  Martha Kelly, aged 10] 

Touring theatre is an influential tool for social change. In Alice’s dream like sequence, we are showing our audience many different situations in which plastic is used daily: the multiple use of plastic bottles. We then show the negative twist of the bottles getting dumped into the river with a lack of care, reflecting what we don’t realise we do as a society and what some countries can’t help but do- “The Indonesian Government do not provide the villagers with anything to take their rubbish away, so the villagers use the river. In the Citarum River 20 years ago there was lots of fish, now 2000 tonnes of plastic flows down each day”[footnoteRef:4]. As Alice, I do not interfere with the dream. However, being in the same position as the audience, isolating myself and watching the robotic movements with no control makes Alice desperate to interfere and make change. This also represents the repetitive cycle of how the government’s targets are often not met, yet there are no repercussions. We use multi-roling of Alice to show how individuals can make a difference alone. I start and end the piece as Alice representing the repetitive cycle of what happens when societies and cultures sit back and don’t make a difference. However, at the very end of the piece we show an unexpected twist in which Alice states what she has learnt during the performance. If our audience walk away from our touring theatre piece thinking about the issue and talking to others about the issue, like Alice does, we have managed to generate an initial solution for plastic pollution. [4:  Drowning In Plastic (2018 Documentary)- BBC iPlayer] 


