



When the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005 (CRA) was passed in the UK (United Kingdom), it was a big step forward in the country's political history. The CRA was supposed to change the UK's political environment by making the courts more independent and accountable and modernizing key institutions. (Gibson-Morgan ,2014) But scholars and politicians are still arguing about how much the CRA has really changed the UK's constitution and the traditional concept of Separation of Powers. 
What is a constitution? The constitution of a country is the book of rules for that state. It lays out the basic rules by which the country is run. It talks about the key parts of the government and how they work together, like the relationship between the executive, legislature, and judiciary. It puts boundaries on how power can be used and spells out the rights and responsibilities of citizens (UCL, 2023). Codified constitutions have the most important and best laws, and they are harder to change than regular laws. 
Even though the United Kingdom does not have a written constitution now, it has a long history of creating important constitutional laws and documents (Blackbern, 2015). The UK's constitution comes from several various places, including law and other less formal papers. Acts of the UK Parliament, Conventions, Common Law, and Authoritative works (The Constitution Society ,2023). Because of this mix of ideas, the UK's constitutional system is based on three basic principles. One of the most important ideas is parliamentary sovereignty. It says that Parliament is the highest legal authority and can make, change, or get rid of any law. The rule of law means that everyone is subject to the law, including government agents. It puts a priority on protecting basic rights and makes sure that choices are made by applying known principles or rules, not by letting people use their own judgement to decide how they should be used. And the most important one in this paper is the separation of powers. A key idea in constitutional theory is the doctrine of the separation of powers. It states that to prevent the abuse of power, the three departments of government executive, legislative, and judicial should be separate and independent of one another (Learning Academy, 2019). 
In the UK, the Crown, and the Government, which includes the Prime Minister and Cabinet ministers, make up the executive. Policy is made and carried out by the executive. The Crown, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords are all parts of Parliament, which is the legislative branch of the government. The judges in the courts of law, the people who work as judges in tribunals, and the lay magistrates who work in the magistrates' courts are all part of the judiciary. The Crown is in charge of making senior judicial appointments (Benwell and Gay ,2011) 
The Constitutional Reform Act 2005 was a three-part act passed by the UK Parliament. The first changed the role of the Lord Chancellor, the second established the rules and structure for the UK Supreme Court, and the third governs the selection of judges. In The Constitutional Reform Act of 2005 (CRA) the main goal was to explain the separation of powers and make the courts more independent. 





In the past, the Lord Chancellor was in charge of the legal system in the UK. This person was a part of the government (executive), a leader in the House of Lords (legislative), and the top judge (judiciary). But having these things done by the same person made people worry. People thought it might not be fair because too much power was in the hands of one person. This setup also went against the idea of "separation of powers," which says that different parts of the government should stay separate to keep checks and balances in place. Its passing brought about substantial changes, most of which were meant to make the split of powers clearer and give the courts more freedom (The National Archives). The Act significantly changed the Lord Chancellor's role. They continued to play a key role in the Cabinet but saw a dramatic decline in their judicial duties and power in the House of Lords. To make sure that political factors did not affect court judgements, this division was essential. He passes on his judicial duties to the Lord Chief Justice, who has been granted the new title of President of the Courts of England and Wales. The Lord Chief Justice currently represents the interests of the judiciary of England and Wales before Parliament and governments and is in charge of the training, direction, and deployment of judges (Judiciary ,2023). 
 Before the CRA 2005, the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords was the highest court in the UK. This committee was a component of the House of Lords, part of Parliament, the body responsible for establishing laws in the UK. But this made people worry about the combination of the legislature and the court. The CRA did something about this by making the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom an entirely separate court, separate from Parliament, which began to work in October 2009. (The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom ,2009). In the UK, the Supreme Court is the last resort in significant legal matters. People may submit their case here if they are dissatisfied with the decisions made by other courts. But keep in mind that only the most important cases reach the Supreme Court. This court makes sure that all decisions are made with fairness and in accordance with the law (Crown, 2023). 
Critics point out a couple issues. Even though the UK Supreme Court was made, there are still times when it seems like the executive branch is influencing court choices and decisions. This worry could be lessened by making the process for picking judges more solid and independent. Another prominent issue is that it is still hard to find a good mix between judicial review and parliament's power. Bogdanor has said many times that the British system has always allowed the executive and parliamentary parts to work together in a big way. Members of Parliament include the Prime Minister and most of the Cabinet. Even though this merger makes it easier for people to work together, it could make it harder for objective checks and balances to work (Bogdanor, 1996). 
Constitutional experts, lawmakers, and the public have long disagreed about the substance and structure of the UK constitution. Leading expert on British constitutional issues Vernon Bogdanor has written extensively on this subject. The need for more definite constitutional guidelines has never been more urgent in a world that is fast changing, with concerns like Brexit and globalization. (Bogdanor, 2009). The UK's unwritten constitution relies on norms, which are unwritten rules that have grown over time. While they tell constitutional players how to act,




they do not have the same force as law. Codifying these rules would make things clearer, especially about the powers and limits of the government, the prerogatives of the Crown, and the rights of Parliament. and other international deals. 

In conclusion, the CRA did a lot to clear up some of the UK's constitutional problems, but it is still not clear if it did enough to change the separation of powers theory in a fundamental way. As the country continues to work on its constitution, it would do well to listen to the advice of experts, making sure that reforms not only change structures but also deal with the inner functional dynamics that make democracy strong and fair. 
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