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The Translation of the Selections from Xue Ji
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If the monarch devotes himself to thinking in accordance with moral principles and seeking for
virtuous people to assist him, he will obtain reputation but cannot move the multitudes. If he
respects virtuous people and always consults with them and even cares about the ministers who
are far away from the court, he will move the multitudes but cannot change the general mood of
society. And, if the monarch aims at enhancing the moral qualities of the citizens and promoting
morality construction of the society, he should focus on education.
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Not being carved, a jade cannot become a exquisite vessel. Not being cultivated, a man cannot
understand the correct way of life. On this account ancient monarchs always regarded education
as the first important thing when they were establishing their empires and governing their people.
Because of this, Yue Ming said that monarchs should bear the importance of education in mind
from the beginning to the end.
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Although there are delicacies, people cannot know the real flavour of them if they do not taste.
Although the highest principle of universe and life exists, people cannot know the importance
and beauty of it if they do not study. Therefore, people will find their deficiencies by
continuously studying and discover their limitations by going deep into teaching. If one finds his
deficiencies, he will reflect on himself naturally. If one discovers his limitations, he will improve
himself spontaneously. It is said that teaching always inspires learning. Because of this, Yue
Ming said that self-perfection is partly from learning and partly from teaching.
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To promote education, ancients established different education institutions in families, villages,
counties and capitals, which were called Shu, Xiang, Xu and college respectively. There were
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new students attending colleges every year and all of them would be inspected in every two years.
In the first year, students would be inspected in the aspects of reading ability and personal
aspirations. In the third year, the content of inspection was whether the students could study
diligently and earnestly and get along well with their classmates. In the fifth year, it would be
inspected that whether the students had mastered various knowledge and loved their teachers
based on real understanding. In the seventh year, it would further be inspected that whether they
had possessed the ability to distinguish various doctrines and absorb the correct parts. Besides,
They should also make friends with those who are virtuous and learned. If students could achieve
all of these standards, they would be regarded as a small success. Moreover, in the ninth year,

students should have profound insight and possess the ability to comprehend by analogy. In this
case, they would have a firm faith and no longer deviate from moral principles. And then they
would be regarded as a great success.

People like this could then assist monarchs to cultivate citizens and change the general mood of
the society. They not only were respected and loved by those who were near but also were
admired and trusted by those who were far off. This kind of education process lasts for a long
time, which is called the way of great education. It is said in Ji that although ants are tiny, they
can even make hills by learning the related skills time after time.
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When new term begins, monarchs will appoint the officials to go to the colleges. They will wear
ceremonial dress and offer sacrifices to the ancient sages, which is in order to teach the students
to keep the attitude of respect during learning. Meanwhile, three ancient songs, which refer to the
harmonious relation between monarchs and ministers, will be performed. That is in order to let
students first know that the main purpose of learning is to be a good official to serve the society.
With the sound of drumbeats, students will assemble in the classroom and take the books from
their boxes, which could help them to treat their study with humble and sincere attitude. With
proper physical punishment, students will be prevented from being proud and slack. Moreover, it
can help students to swim freely in the ocean of knowledge that monarchs do not inspect the
colleges before the great sacrifice.> And, it can stimulate students’ learning interest that teachers
observe their situation carefully and avoid the simple method of spoon-fed instruction. Besides,
younger students should carefully listen to elder students discussing with teachers and keep
silence at the same time, since study should proceed step by step in the proper order and any
students cannot deviate from this principle.

Above seven principles are crucial to education. And, it is said in Ji that officials should first
study how to deal with public affairs and students should first establish the correct outlook on
life.
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If educators focus on the great education to impart universal truth to students and cultivate their
great personality, they should let students study the classics of ancient sages and let them often

3 The ceremony will be held in every five years. If monarchs inspect the college after the great sacrifice (i.e. after five years),
students will have enough time to study intensively.



live with virtuous friends in spare time. If one never study how to pluck strings of instruments in
a correct way, he cannot play melodious music. If one never intensively study how to use
rhetorical devices of metaphor in writing, he cannot compose beautiful poems. If one never study
how to wear different dresses according to different ranks, he cannot find the solemnity of
ceremony. And, if one cannot enjoy various arts like music, poem and ceremony, he cannot
enjoy study indeed. (Fundamentally, both study and life are art, one should take the attitude of art

to deal with them.)

Therefore, to study universal truth and self-cultivate, a gentleman always keeps in mind what he
has learned and puts them into practice continuously even in rest or idle time. In this way, he will
enjoy learning and be close to teachers; he will love his friends and be steadfast in his belief.
Even though he leaves teachers and friends, he will not deviate from the right path. This is what
Yue Ming said that ‘To be respectful and humble, to put what you have learned into practice
constantly and immediately, you will find the universal truth and perfect your personality.’
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Nowadays, it is the common phenomenon that educators just read text books and frequently ask
students questions in class. They put great emphasis on learning progress but neglect students’
study interest. They neither teach students with sincere heart nor stimulate their potential with
various methods. Therefore, improper is the teaching mode adopted by educators and
unreasonable is the learning approach used by students. In this case, students will find no interest
in study and hate their teachers; they will also regard study as a difficult thing and do not know
the real value of study and self-cultivation. Although they will reluctantly finish their course,
what they have learned will be put behind immediately. Probably that is the reason for
educational failure.
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Listed below are the principles of great education. It is called prevention to make students keep
away from evil thought when their innocence is not disturbed by worldly things. It is called
suitability to teach students with proper content in a proper time. It is called proceeding with an
orderly way not to cultivate students with overwhelming tasks beyond their abilities. It is called
learning from each other to teach students to observe others’ merits and emulate them. With
these four ways, the aim of education will be fulfilled finally.
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In contrast, to ban students from vice after their bad habits have been formed, they will be
against educators’ instructions. To teach students after they have missed their school age, they
will feel difficult to achieve success in study even if they work hard. To cultivate students not
considering different students have different abilities and levels, the teaching system will be
disturbed and difficult to restore. To learn alone without friends, one will be poor in knowledge
and lack broader horizon. To make friends with those who indulge in creature comforts, one will
gradually deviate from the right path taught by teachers. With bad habits, one will gradually
neglect his studies. With these six ways, the aim of education will finally be unable to achieve.

10, B3 BFRAHIITHIL, LmBEZPrd, RETRAAML, & FZHML,
WwmihE, Bmihdy, Mmhid. @wmhEAlf, Bahdrdll, MahEAl %, 5%
T, TEIBEU £

BHFEL BETRAMERFT IR GRE, el H IMARRGRE, T R%
TRABARET . B, & FHIFmmSFAEORZ, j1EmAiRaE, WEhdm SRy, B



M AR | mRRE ,,J'uaﬁn o SLEhT R, AN, BUEm AR, Al
AEEE, S A T g, BRMR. ALEE, BT EREAENT.

Since a gentleman knows what lead to successful education and what is the opposite, he can
become a real teacher. When he teaches students, he guides them rather than forces them; he
encourages them rather than depresses them; he inspires them rather than directly tells them what
they want to know. Guiding and not forcing makes students enjoy study. Encouraging and not
depressing makes students feel relaxed. Inspiring and not directly telling them what they want to
know can improve students’ thinking ability. When teaching in this way, a man can be called an
excellent teacher.
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Students may have four kind of disadvantages which teachers must understand. Some are eager
to learn a lot and lack patience to study intensively; some limit themselves to study widely and
lack sufficient knowledge and broader horizons; some regard study as an easy thing and lack
deep thinking; some content themselves with what they have learned and lack the desire to do
better. These four disadvantages arise from different sort of mind. Only when understanding
students’ inner world can teachers help them overcome their disadvantages. And, it is the
purpose of education to help students promote their advantages and overcome their
disadvantages.
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An outstanding singer moves others with beautiful tune and makes them be willing to imitate
him. An outstanding teacher inspires students with subtle methods and makes them be willing to



inherit his doctrine. As a great teacher, his words are brief, but profound; subtle but meaningful;
with fewer explains but clear. In this way, students will naturally be willing to inherit his
doctrine.
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A gentleman knows what is difficult and what is easy during his teaching. He also understands
who are intelligent and who are less outstanding among his students. Therefore, he can adopt
various methods to deal with different situations. If one can adopt various methods to deal with
different situations, he will be a real teacher. If one can be a real teacher, he will be competent
for a minister. If one can be a good minister, he will be competent for a monarch. Therefore, to
be a good teacher is essential to be a good monarch, and one need to be cautious about choosing
teachers. That is what said in Ji , ‘Three sage kings and four dynasties all attached importance to
the choice of the teachers. ’
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To respect teachers sincerely is the most important and difficult thing for a learner. When
teachers are respected, the universal truth taught by them will be cherished. When the universal
truth is cherished, people will treat learning seriously. Therefore, in tow cases monarchs will not
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regard their ministers as subordinates either when they play the role of God in sacrifice or when
they are teachers. According to the etiquette in national college, there is no such a thing that
teachers should face north when they teach monarchs. And, that is for the sake of respecting
teachers.
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