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Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_KDc9sJew][bookmark: _Int_lESUkxwO][bookmark: _Int_TT0SVG8t][bookmark: _Int_19QuhjyH]Llanllyr is a site that has been subject to a huge amount of geographical, archaeological, and architectural change over the course of history, indicating activity across time periods as far back as the Paleolithic age and still potentially housing architecture from the Medieval period. Excavation over the course of the last decade has aimed to uncover artifacts pertaining to this activity with a particular focus on inhabitation of the land during the Mesolithic and Neolithic eras, including stratigraphical and water activity dating to these periods. The site itself is located just outside of the village of Talsarn in Ceredigion, encompassed within the Aeron Valley, an area with extensive evidence of a changing landscape due to its relation to glacial activity. Llanllyr itself in this way has links to other areas of Wales due to the River Aeron connecting the water at Llyn Eiddwen in the Mynydd Bach hills to the sea at Cardigan Bay at Aberaeron, following a westerly then north-westerly track to the sea (Wikishire.com, 2012). The site itself accommodates Llanllyr house and gardens, as well as a water bottling plant and working farm, the buildings of which date back to the nineteenth century (Murphy, n.d). The location of the buildings, house and farm, are shown at 545 and 599 on the Ordinance Survey National Grid. This characterisation in particular will focus on the Medieval period, touching on the Cistercian abbey and potential Medieval nunnery presiding under the site.

The Medieval Landscape
[bookmark: _Int_vNYniDnu][bookmark: _Int_8LG0V30l][bookmark: _Int_9qxzUmsr][bookmark: _Int_nmY0DxFv][bookmark: _Int_iMtvc7Iy][bookmark: _Int_sI81cdvr][bookmark: _Int_HsYP6xhP][bookmark: _Int_4xXGtAei]The modern day Llanllyr would have looked significantly different in the Medieval period, considering its changing landscape and comparatively modern architecture. The site was used as a nunnery founded by Rhys ap Gruffurdd in 1197CE, where a Cistercian Abbey was erected at Llanllyr to be a daughter house to the Cistercian monastery at Strata Florida Abbey. While there is no remaining archaeological or geographical evidence to indicate the location of the nunnery buildings, due to the lack of earthworks and evidence of any medieval building, it is likely that the figurative foundation of the original building lies within the modern day Llanllyr house. The architecture at Llanllyr has been the victim of demolition multiple times within the lifespan of the site, and it is believed that the original material from some of the nunnery property has been reused in the two reiterations of Llanllyr house. The original Cistercian building fell victim to the 1536 Act of Suppression (monasticwales,org, n.d), on which a house was built when the Abbey was destroyed the next year. This same house was later dismantled in the 1830s and replaced with the building that still stands today, although the modern house does not lay atop the exact site of the nunnery buildings, and is in fact a few hundred feet away from their original location. Evidence to support the age of the architecture and the use of original material in the current architecture, particularly in relation to the medieval period includes the cobbled surfaces and flooring tiles found there, corroborating a 1736 estate map as well as indicating a large amount of wealth held there. As well as this, wooden structures found at the site in recent excavation point to it’s use during this time, due to tree ring dating, as well as shards of Medieval pottery having been found here. The location of the site itself equally conveys its history and the requirements of the land across time. In particular, the grounds of Llanllyr are positioned at the very bottom of the valley it presides in, which provides evidence for the assumption that the majority of the establishment’s financial attributes were earned through sheep farming, the vast fields this location provides being crucial. Similarly, the proximity of fresh water from the River Aeron would have been beneficial to the residents of the site, for their personal use as well as to assist in farming. Similarly, its mother house at Strata Florida was built on similar land, for presumably the same reasons, which points to the initial construction at Llanllyr and its beginnings as a site being linked to the establishment of Strata Florida, which is almost guarenteed due to the relationship between the sites, Strata Florida being the mother house of Llanllyr nunnery during its existence.

The Modern Landscape
[bookmark: _Int_4VTYODsn][bookmark: _Int_qVSvKpkk]The modern landscape remains relatively unchanged in the modern day; however, it is clear some alteration has occurred due to the differing topography of the area and removal or diversion of river and water features on site. For example, the land itself remains seemingly unchanged to the eye, with its grass covered rolling hills and trees, yet 2024 excavation in the back field of the site indicated a previous river through the land, however it is uncertain to what time period exactly this can be attributed to, however this creates modern evidence to of landscape characteristics that may have been present in the medieval period. Despite there not being a considerable amount of transformation regarding the landscape of the site, the architecture has changed significantly. The site has embraced modern technology considering it previously housed a spring water bottling plant (Murphy, n.d), and the land itself is now a working cattle and sheep farm. The house itself, as previously explained, has changed over the course of the site’s history as it has been removed and rebuilt multiple times. The history of the site also reveals societal and cultural change over time due to its differing functions across its lifespan. In particular, the change from nunnery to working farm indicates cultural change due to it highlighting the diminishing importance of religious practices within daily life, particularly amongst rural communities. Similarly, the site has developed economically due to its initial establishment as a religious settlement, emphasising spirituality rather than financial growth, unlike tis focus post-dissolution of the nunnery in 1537. 
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Figure 1: Location of Llanllyr 
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Figure 2: Stratigraphical change at Llanllyr
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Figure 3: Evidence of a water feature.
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