Atheism Exam- Question 4
Outline the significance of New Atheism. To what extent do the ‘New Atheists’ accurately reflect this contemporary Atheistic belief?

Many believe an atheist is a person who does not believe in God. However, this common definition may be seen as troublesome as there are many different levels of non-belief. (Walters, 2010) As a result, there are many different sub-categories under the definition of the word Atheist. A non-believer may not fundamentally argue that there is no God, however an Atheist would argue fundamentally that there is no God or God’s. Agnosticism is a term many confuse with Atheism due to the similar deffinitions, however the difference between the two as outlined in the Merriam-Webster online dictionary which states:
“atheist refers to someone who does not believe in the existence of a god or any gods, and agnostic refers to someone who doesn’t know whether there is a god, or even if such a thing is knowable. (Webster, N/D)
Recent research by Tim Whitmarsh researcher and professor of Greek Culture at Cambridge suggests atheism was a viewpoint and belief held as far back as 475 BCE (Before Common Era) with the writings of those such as Xenophanes. With over a thousand cites and each having their own customs and traditions religion, or lack thereof differed from city to city, therefor no such thing as religious orthodoxy existed. (University, 2016) In his book Battling The Gods Whitmarsh argues: 
“Rather than making judgements based on scientific reason, these early atheists were making what seem to be universal objections about the paradoxical nature of religion.” (University, 2016) 
Therefor creating a distinction between the historical atheism and that of which we see today in the work of New Atheists such as Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens.
New Atheists may be described as authors of twenty first century books promoting atheism. The term itself emerged in 2006 after agnostic journalist Gary Wolf described the positions held and published by authors such as Sam Harris, Daniel Dennett and Richard Dawkins among many others. (Wolf, 2006) The common belief held by  these so names “new Atheists” is that there is no supernatural or divine entity and belief in such things is irrational. These two beliefs can be seen as two examples of arguments their authors use in order to convince and enlighten the public.
Sam Harris one of the atheists covered in Wolf’s article can be seen as an illustration uses his background in neuroscience to argue there is no God. (Taylor, N/D) He however is not alone in using science as the basis for his argument. Debating pivotal Christian views such as the virgin birth and Jesus resurrection among many others, the new atheists use domineering tactics to impose their beliefs on the public with no attention to the pre-existing belief system of those they are talking to.
In the years of 2001 and 2011 a general census was taken in the United Kingdom, a practice by law all must participate. According to the data gathered in the area of religion between the two sets of collection it suggests that whilst 64% of the British population identify as Christian, 63% of the population as a whole stated they were not religious.   According to University of Cambridge report in Secular countries such as Sweden, Norway and Denmark over 70% of the population identify as ‘non-believers’ (Cambridge, 2019) Whilst this is not intended to be a count of the atheistic population it may however, be understood in a broader séance by combining atheism, agnosticism, non-religious and secularism and understanding the subject matter as a whole.
When considering the work of the new published new atheists discussed above, and the attitudes of atheists within the Uk today, we must consider the impact people such as Dawkins has had on the mindset of the people. It is clear that since 2001with the 9/11 terrorist attack and Afghanistan. Harris stated in his book The End of Faith that;
There is in fact no talking to some people. If they cannot be captured, and they often cannot, otherwise tolerant people may be justified killing them in self-defence. This is what the United States attempted in Afghanistan, and it is what we and other Western powers are bound to attempt, at an even greater cost to ourselves and to innocents abroad, elsewhere in the Muslim world. We will continue to spill blood in what is, at bottom, a war of ideas.
(Harris, 2004)
The quote by Harris supports the belief by some that religion is one of the most common reasons for violence in history with Dawkins stating it is the “deadly weapon” which can be seen as the root cause for tensions in the middle east. However, John Lennox a former member of the Quaker community who no longer believes in God argues that whilst Science and religion conflict on a grand level, it is not needed, whilst since can answer many questions head by the population it is those questions of the heart and soul that need answering which cannot be answered by science.
In conclusion, whilst atheism and non-belief in in arguably on the continuous rise not only in the Uk but globally, we must consider the approaches those such as Dawkin’s and Swinburne have taken. Its is clear that the events surrounding the beginning of the century such as the numerous terrorist events that people such as the new atheist were needed in order to provide people with something to believe or not believe in following the disastrous events. However, it may be argued that the methods and approaches used by these scholars have been extreme and there is no need for such behaviour today. In order for those such as Dawkins to continue to be relevant in the lives of not only the British people but those worldwide, it is clear a calmer more accepting approach is necessary.























‘No Religion’ is arguably the ‘new region’. For the first time, more people in England and Wales are identifying as being of no religion than the are of being Christian. With reference to data from the censuses of England and Wales (2001-20011) suggest reasons for this development.”

Religion has been a controversial discussion topic especially since the publishing of the latest census data in 2001., Whilst not being one of the most important questions on the UK census its results produced an interesting yield when considering the history of religion in Britain. In this essay, I shall be addressing the differences seen particularly concentrating on the difference seen within the past decade.
 Every ten years the census provides a picture of information needed by the government in order to develop policies, laws plan and run public services and allocate funding. Historically the census has taken part each decade since 1801 with the exception of 1941 due to the Second World War. Once the data has been released to the public, organisations, charities and businesses use the data in order to improve their services. (ONS, 2011) Alongside this, the data is used to aid academic research in to the decline or rise of specific areas which have intrigued those in the field. Examples include academic reports written on secularisation and the fall of the Church of England. Since its conception in 1801 when the document was only one page, the document has grown to a thirty-two-page booklet with four pages of questions for each person in the home. (Henley, 2011) 
In 2001 the introduction of an optional question on religion was included for the first time, in passed years the question was seen as compulsory alongside many others such as questions on earnings, living conditions and lifestyle. In time for the 2011 census organisations such as Humanism UK launched multiple campaigns imploring people to vote “no religion” under the category of religion. The campaign which began in 2008 with slogans such as “There’s Probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your life” (Reoprter, 2009) sparked controversy among many due to its blatancy and lack of respect to those who believe or believed in any form of deity. However, Humanist UK replied by stating the question regarding religion on the census was skewed and may overstate the extent of religious affiliation. As a result, they argue many would still state they are associated with a religion even though they may not be actively pursuing or living the lifestyle associated.

Over the passed thousand years Christianity in its various forms can be seen to have dominated the United Kingdom and its associated nations. According to the results published following the 2011 Christianity was the most common answer 59.5% with no religion being the second most popular answer following with 25.7% of the 56,000,000-total identifying as no religion.  If in any aspect of Christianity has noticed this difference it can be seen within the Anglican Church. With only 3% of under 24’s identifying as Anglican and less than 5% identifying as Catholic. At the turn of the century 1/3 identified as Anglican, however after the publication of the 2011 census this number dropped to15%. (Sherwood, 2017)
Those who state they have no religion are not specifically atheist as 40% would argue that there is no God or higher power and only 5% are absolute confirmed atheist who believe there is no God or higher power. Whilst t is clear that the church of England is facing a downfall in its attendance it is not exactly clear why. Whilst many will argue that society is changing and following a less religion-based lifestyle. With the introduction of social media, celebrity and mass media we see different methods of living and being, therefor the population has become much less obedient to the traditional authorities who were once seen as key. An example of such would be the Royal Family. Evidence suggests those born in the early to mid-20th century are much more likely to follow the family and see them as role models. Whereas today, the equivalent to that would be the Kardashians, a family of reality TV stars who have dominated media for the past decade. (Brown, 2016) 
Nevertheless, a survey carried out by Lancaster Univercity suggests that whilst the majority of British are identifying as having no religion, we are not becoming secularised. The survey headed by Linda Woodhead began in 2013 with 27% of the population identifying as having no religion, by February of 2015 this had risen to 42%. As her research developed, we can see how 95% of those who stated that had a no religion upbringing retain the same identity, whereas 40% of those with a Christian upbringing loose the identity. In a statement Woodhead argued 
“The rise of the nones may be due not only to the fact that people have become less religious, but that the churches have become more so – more set apart from society. It used to be quite common for people to identify as Church of England simply because they were English, but now they’re more to think of themselves as having no religion.” (University, 2016)
When considering religion within the world, according to an article by the guardian 84% of the worlds population identifies as a member of religious group. According to 015 figures the largest religious population is Christian with an estimated 2.3 billion of the worlds population pertaining to one of the denominations and sects. This is closely followed by Muslim with 1.8 billion, Hindu with 1.1 billion and finally Buddhist with 500 million. (Sherwood, 2018) Whilst Western Europe and Northern America see a decline in Religious affiliation, elsewhere religions are set to grow with an expected increase of 32% . With the Muslim population set to grow by 70% it is possible that it may overtake Christianity as the world’s mossed practiced religion. (Sherwood, 2018)
In Summary, whilst religion within the UK continues to fluctuate so does that of the world. Whilst some would argue that the UK is becoming secularised it may be argues that whilst some may no longer identify themselves as religious, that should not be taken to mean that they are no longer religious at al. When considering the impact of event such as the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and other political issues, it is clear to see that during times of instability many will split, either divert away from religion or cling to it. Therefor, it is not possible to determine exact reasons for why opting no religion on the census was as popular as it was in 2011. Finally, the world is ever-changing making it near impossible to determine what people wish to believe as circumstances change each day.
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