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Introduction

This report will analyse the results of a Quantitative Research Project Proposal that took place at The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David.
The report will demonstrate who took part in the survey, the ethical considerations, and the reasons why this survey was conducted. The aim of this research project is to find out if students are confident in using digital skills and gather enough evidence to back up any claims made by other students.
Students at UWTSD were asked if they were confident in using their digital skills online such as Microsoft Apps and Emails. In the poll, there were a list of questions aiming to find out about the mode of the results.
Some students believe that due to the ever-growing world of technology, students at UWTSD will be confident in using digital skills. However other students thought that the results would differ due to different ages and various levels of learning. By setting up a survey and taking part in one this enables the students to demonstrate their abilities and highlight the skills and the areas in which they need to improve on.
















Research Design



To conduct this research, students from The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David were invited to volunteer and take part in a Quantitative Research Project Proposal. According to (Grey, L & Payne, K, 2014) A crucial factor to consider when you need the results from your quantitative study, is to ensure that your study generates evidence of a sufficient quality, which may mean obtaining an elevated level of evidence"  To achieve this, students of both genders and all ages were invited to take part in the questionare making the results fair, accurate and reliable. 




Method



Students had to set up a survey on MS Forms with questions that relate to technology and Microsoft and find other students who would agree to take part in it. To try and maintain an even and accurate result, it was important that research participants were of different ages, different genders, and at various levels of learning. 
According to (Li & Kirkup, 2007) Females are less likely to be attracted to computer courses than are males because computer courses are a traditionally dominant activity for males, and thus females lose interest in using technology for learning. 
Even though females may be interested in using technology for learning, most female students have less confidence when compared to males (Comber & Colle y, 1997).








Research Question



Students were asked a series of Questions regarding their abilities using the computer and the apps on their phone. The aim was to find out if they were confident using Microsoft Applications such as MS Word, MS PowerPoint, and MS One Drive. These questions included open-ended and closed ended questions, yes or no questions, multiple choice, and ratio scale questions.




Ethical considerations



Before any Students took part in the survey, they were made aware of The Data Protection Act and that the answers they provided were strictly confidential. Online surveys must be kept confidential and within the guidelines of The Data Protection Act. Reassuring students that are participating in a poll that their answers and their identity is kept confidential can improve the polls' response rates. The Data Protection Act controls how student's information and responses are being stored and how they are being used. When conducting this research, students were informed that the information collected was to be fairly used, stored safely and secure and not kept for longer than needed. 
Full consent was obtained before any student was able to take part in the survey and respect for the participants was prioritized.





Results

Based on the findings of this study, technology skills vary between different students. In addition, students use a vast amount of technology daily, with this helping to build their confidence in the use of technology for learning. For example, Lecturers upload course materials to Moodle and students can access it all back on Moodle. Most students check their email daily and all students use applications such as Microsoft Office to accomplish assignments. According to Extensive research has found that the use of the Internet motivates student learning and provides students with effective learning environments.


Discussion
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Figure 1)
1. Do you give your consent to take part in this survey?
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Figure 2)
Are you confident with using Microsoft Apps?


	Strongly Agree
	3

	Neutral
	2

	Agree
	1

	Disagree
	1

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Grand Total
	7


Figure 3) 
I see the value of using technology online to collaborate





According to figure 1 – 
Informed Consent is one the founding principals in research ethics. It is crucial in research as it ensures the individual that they have an informed choice on whether to participate in a research study. 
All the students gave their consent to take part.

According to figure 2 - 
Students were asked if they felt confident in using MS Apps. There were 5 students who felt confident in using Microsoft Applications such as Word, Excel and One drive. 2 students admitted to needing more knowledge on them. This shows that there are students that still need to develop their digital skills and research skills.

According to figure 3 -
Students were asked if they find the value of using technology online to collaborate. 42.9% of students strongly agreed with this statement, 28.6% Aggreed, 14.3% felt it was neutral and 14.3% disagreed with the statement. 
None of the students strongly disagreed.










Conclusion

To conclude this report, my findings suggest that The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David offers and provides a great amount of support for their students. With the teachers' help and an extensive amount of research, a student will soon have the abilities and the confidence to use Microsoft to complete all tasks and assignments. 



Reference List

Walker Ed. (2014). An Introduction to health services research SAGE Publications Ltd

[bookmark: _Int_UMJzaQsS]Comber, C., & Colley, A. (1997). The effects of age, gender and computer experience upon computer attitudes. Educational Research, 39(2), 123-133.

Li, N., & Kirkup, G. (2007). Gender and cultural differences in internet use: A study of China and the UK. Computers & Education, 48(2), 301



Appendices


I consent to take part in this survey voluntary?
Yes or No

Are you confident in using digital skills online?
Yes or No

Do you feel confident when using The One Drive?
Yes or No

I see the value of using technology online to collaborate?
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

Rank these applications according to how confident you feel using them on OneDrive
MS PowerPoint
MS Word
MS Excel
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