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Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies, compare your findings in the situation for children in the U.K.
The following essay will discuss the barriers to engagement within education in South Africa. Children in poor countries face many barriers to accessing an education the author will outline these issues referring to global policies and compare this with that of children in Wales. The main barriers to education within South Africa over many years have been that of poverty and a lack of global equality education, the physical inaccessibility of schools to gender, unemployment and conflict. The author will explore this within the area of Limpopo, South Africa. Although South Africa is improving since the diversity it was not always the case for this country. It spent many years in conflict between the people before finally in 1994 elections took place that would release this country from apartheid and the constructive government policies associated with this era. The CJA Website (2018) states “that ever since South Africa has struggled to address apartheid era imbalances in housing, education and affected like many countries by the downturn of the world economy and it also entered a recession”. In 2009 which exacerbated in this country this affected the lower paying jobs such as mining and manufacturing but benefitted the government due to the football world cup of 2010. Within the area of Limpopo children in high school in the province were taught under trees for lack of safe teaching environments or because the classrooms there were dilapidated. This was due to a storm that blew the roof of the school off and a lack of money to fix the school. Also the school attendance should have been 200 pupils  but only 109 attended the school due to family restrictions of both money and a need for children to work to help support their families and siblings. If a school is too small in this area the local spokesperson Sam Makendo (2018) stated “the school is a small school and the fees are not being paid by parents and it cannot exist on its own”. The pupils felt the government did not care about either them or their futures. The lack of proper facilities and educators and proper facilities and unequal opportunity for education across countries. Many schools across Africa find it hard to employ teachers due to the low pay and lack of suitable children. 
The pay for a teacher in 
South Africa is R117 per hour which is 6 English Pence. The average pay for a high school teacher is R203, 950 per year according to pay scale com (2013). R117 is 6 English Pence and 203, 720 is only 1560 for  a whole year compared with that of Wales for newly qualified teacher the salary is £23,720 per year so that is £1,976 per month which means their teachers do not get in one year what teachers in Wales get in one month. Every year in both South Africa and Wales the pass rates of students are recorded. In Africa the numbers of students vary as to who actually takes the test even though this number has had a slow increase over the last 20 years data on the census has led to estimate that only 48% of students who began grade 1 actually complete grade 12, with most learners dropping out in grade 10 and 11. Also the bench mark for a pass in some subjects is 30% as learners can pick a two tiered matriculation system, which learners could choose whether their exam would get them into university or not. The lowest possible pass is a school leaver’s certificate that does not lead to any further study opportunities.
The highest level of pass called a NSC with bachelors pass supposedly enables the learners   to pursue a university degree it requires a 50% pass for subjects. In 2013, only 30.6% of South African learners in public schools achieved this level (GDP, 2010). The author has further noticed that despite this top 50% pass many learners are turned away from universities because they do not meet the minimum admission points for a degree programme.
This type of education system came about because of the demise of apartheid which discarded what they believed to be tainted systems including education. Apartheid (2018) states; “Outcomes based education was introduced as the extreme opposite of apartheid style education. Instead of a focus on content the focus was on the students, Instead of rote learning everyone was encouraged to express an opinion”.
This meant that everyone’s opinion regardless of evidence or reason should count equally. Therefore, teachers only facilitated lessons and students shared what they knew about the topic but no new teaching was done. In this kind of system though the author has suggests it would be difficult to move on barely beyond what they already know. The teachers are not encouraged to engage the children in reading or reading from text books as a source of greater knowledge. This has lead to these children looking outwardly confident but leaving school with minimal literacy skills.
However, teachers over the past decade are now encouraged to have teaching degrees and a new curriculum which was to be phased in over the last years. This encouraged the use of textbooks although schools are allowed to decide which curriculum to choose in the poorer areas of South Africa. Still research (GDP, 2010) suggests that shocking statistics show “the strongest of Africa’s grade 6 learners achieve across standardised mathematics test than the weakest of South Africa’s grade 6 teachers”. Although most teachers there require four years of education these teachers are still struggling with knowledge so this is a massive obstacle facing the provision of education in South Africa.
South Africa’s basic education or DBE policies are to aid Grade R including adult’s literacy programmes. The aim of the DBE is to develop, maintain and support a South African school education system for the 21st century. The 1996 Act states that all learners have access to education without discrimination and school is compulsory for children age seven to fifteen.  The education white paper on Inclusive Education (2001) describes the DBE’s “intention to implement inclusive education at all levels by 2020. The system will facilitate the inclusion of vulnerable learners and reduce barriers to learners and improve the retention of learners who are prone to dropping out”. The author has research that in 2019 one year of the target year there target year approximately 60% of students drop out at 12th grade and only 52% of the age appropriate population remain enrolled.  
The reasons for students dropping out where nearly a quarter (2014) “(23.5%) of learners cited a lack of money as the main reason for not attending an educational institution while 17.7% reported they fell out due to poor academic performance while 6.7% worked at home and only 7.8% completed their full education”. Some other reasons ranged from too many other family commitments to seeing education as useless and struggling to get to school. The World Economic Forum (WEF) released its Global Information Report (2015) which ranked South Africa last in the quality of mathematics and science education. Furthermore, South Africa finished close to last 139 out of 143 countries when looking at the overall quality of its education system.
Blackedge and Hunt (1985) Social Theories of Education “The major functions of being appropriate to serve”. The major functions of education are to provide necessary social glue in order to maintain solidarity. To supply necessary technical knowledge and skills in accordance with people’s needs of work place and changing technological conditions, to socialise and harmonise people by providing more motive and cognitive frameworks they lack.
The comparison to education for students in Wales starts with the basic act that education is free for children to attend so the poorest child is able to receive the same education. Therefore, children attend school between the ages of three to the age of sixteen. A full five years more than that of the children of South Africa.
PISA (2012) is often the main international referred to in debates on UK’s performance comparing other countries to rank performance and the UK including Wales get a higher than average score in maths, science and reading skills than that of South Africa who left with less than average skills. For maths in 2012 ranked 24th, ranked 17th for reading and 20th for science in comparison to South Africa’s 139th in the list. The school leaving age in Wales is 16 and 98% of pupils stay in education because it is upheld by law the other 2% is said to be down to illness, choice and behavioural special needs.
Article 28 of the UNCRC (2018) says that;
 “Children and young people have the right to education no matter who they are regardless of race, gender or disability if they’re in detention or if they’re a refugee and those children have the right to both primary and secondary education and be able to choose different subjects in secondary school. Including the option of vocational training or technical if they want to.”
This article links with the rights of a child and to make education compulsory and free and so attendance rates reduce on the number of dropout rates. In South Africa however the covenant requires governments that do provide free primary education and to have a plan to provide this free to all primary schools but the government has no obligation to do so, so public schools are not automatically free and a fee can still be charged in complete opposition to that of Article 28. Although some schools do get a grant to cover some of the school needs but not all, but these grants only cover school maintenance, salaries and books, so it falls on parents to supplement their Childs attendance to school.
Article 29 (2018) also says children and young people have the right to be educated in a place other than state school, such as private school or by their parents or carers.
This article says the government should not be allowed to only support access to education in places provided by the state. This suggests the opposite to Article 28 (2018) as they support Free State education and suggest a child has a right to an education, but not necessarily one provided by the state. This leaves the door open to interpretation of these laws and could explain why it is confusing to some countries which article they should follow.
Article 29 (2018) seems to be more of collaboration between the parent and student and the school to help the child reach their potential but in conjunction with their human rights. Therefore, each child has respect for cultural identity, language, values and for parents of which they are living, and civilisations different from their own.
This article (Article 29, 2018) is also focused on a Childs’ preparation for a responsible life in a free society and its main focus in on peace, understanding, tolerance, equality or sexual friendship among people of all religious groups. This article (Article 29, 2018) is in complete conflict with Article 28 (2018) and even states “no part of the present Article 28 shall be construed as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish direct Educational institutions subjects”.
Education for sustainable development enables every human being to acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes and values to shape a sustainable future. This links to both Articles 28 and 29 (2018) in that it requires a long term development of issues into teaching and learning such as poverty in South Africa and sustainable consumption. It’s all about a change in attitude particularly teaching and learning methods that motivate and empower learners to change their behaviour and take action for sustainable development like critical thinking, imaging a scenario and making a decision in a collaborative way. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, ACRWC (1999) suggests that all African children should have access to free education wherever most accessible, this can include in education settings provided by the state or in local settings provided by additional agencies or family. ACRWC (1999) “recognises that the child occupies a unique and privileged position in African Society”. Therefore, they should be given access to free education in order to reach their full potential in society.  
The Council of European Union (2010) states “it is essential for the achievements of a sustainable society and is therefore desirable at all levels of formal education and training as well as in non formal learning”. The author suggests they are saying that ESD is needed in learning as and they are suggesting this will improve our quality of life for generations to come. The purpose of Article 28 (2018) is that every child is getting a free education so that every child in the world could receive an education. However, if this article was followed by law this would take pressure off parents in poorer countries.  When their child leaves with a good education they could contribute to society. The family unit will be better equipped to obtain better jobs with more skills, developed from their education. Furthermore, these children would be able to pass ski	lls on to their children. With the world ever changing and technology changes these children would keep up with other countries and not be left behind. Therefore, the risk of family being even further behind will be reduced. However, a negative is that if the curriculum becomes the same globally the area and culture from which a child originates could be lost. 
In Article 29 (2018), the positives are that every child would learn to be a well rounded global citizen and be able to develop their own personality and respect for others and the environment. The negatives to this are, if we follow this article even though it says there is a right to a free education this is not as it is not stated where this can be provided so private schools could charge thousands for an education. The reader found in her research that South Africans tried Article 29s’ (2018) way of thinking and found the children gained no further knowledge.
In the school environment, the teacher was there to facilitate peer led learning. However, in home schooling this cannot be done as the child is isolated from peers and is only gaining the knowledge and skills provided by the family.  Therefore, social isolation is common and children are missing out on the chance to gain vital life skills. However, private or home schooling in Wales can differ as private schools can charge thousands of pounds per year for its education. Whereas home schooling in Wales, is normally funded by the council unless the family can afford private tuition. This seems to be sending us round in circles of what works, what’s best for our children and who can afford this type of education. 
In conclusion, the way forward should be to take concepts from both these articles (2 8& 29, 2018), allowing every child the right to a free comprehensive well delivered education. Therefore, the child’s voice matters in this but if we make it about money we could be back to separating people whereas the whole idea of sustainable global education is to teach all children in one place to be good global citizens. This means being good citizens to peers and the planet in general.  Furthermore, globalisation has become the word to refer to in that the social fact is that cultures, economies, are all becoming interconnected, with the increase in technology and the speed of life social space has become compressed for example, with the internet you can communicate with anyone in the world at any time.  Therefore, we are now Global Citizens due to the past few decades changing technology. The writer concludes that the challenges of globalization changes our fundamental way of life from local to international communities. However, some social theories say with new concepts it gives us the tools needed for grasping the changes required to help shape our education for future generations, with children’s future the forefront of these changes.
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