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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· To investigate why and by whom Percy MS 465 was commissioned and explore what the manuscript tells us about Queen Anne Boleyn’s religious beliefs and piety

· To closely analyse the physical properties of Percy MS 465

· To examine the content of the English commentary in the codex



	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair): 
This proposed thesis will examine Anne Boleyn’s lavishly illuminated copy of The Ecclesiastes, and investigate why and by whom it was commissioned. The manuscript will also be used as a lens through which to explore Anne’s religious beliefs and piety. 

The Ecclesiaste, also known as Percy MS 465, is housed at Alnwick Castle in Northumberland. It provides a commentary in English on the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes. The text derives from an extant printed book now in the British Library. This source book contains Jacques Lefèvre d'Étaples’ French translation of Johannes Brenz’s commentary, originally published in German in 1528. Brenz’s work derives from Martin Luther’s writings and a series of lectures he delivered in 1526. 

My research will argue that the manuscript was commissioned in the latter half of Anne’s tenure as queen (in circa 1534–1535), either by Anne herself or someone intimately acquainted with her, and served multiple purposes. It functioned as a private devotional aid, as a visible expression of Anne’s piety, and as a political tool. Furthermore, by situating the manuscript into the wider historical context, my thesis will demonstrate that its commission formed part of a broader effort to foreground Anne’s sanctity and elevate her reputation in the face of continual attacks on her morality. 

Through close analysis of the manuscript, I will propose that the choice of text emphasises Anne’s deep evangelical piety and unwavering commitment to God above all, whereas the programme of illumination reinforces her political and worldly authority and partnership with King Henry VIII. This seeming dichotomy between the spiritual and the temporal will be discussed in the thesis. It will be suggested that the question of how to reconcile her spiritual beliefs with the demands of queenship greatly preoccupied Anne and is central to the importance of this manuscript. 

Despite the extensive scholarship on Anne Boleyn, Percy MS 465 remains understudied. To my knowledge, there has not been an academic study that focuses solely on this manuscript. James P. Carley discussed the manuscript in his illuminating and invaluable study of the books of Henry VIII’s wives, but he dedicated only a few pages to Anne’s Ecclesiaste. Similarly, Eric Ives and Susan E. James referenced the manuscript in their work, but again these form part of broader studies of Anne’s life and her connection to the Horenbout family respectively. More recently, Sophie Bacchus-Waterman referenced the manuscript in an article investigating the commissioner of Anne’s French illuminated psalter, but once again it was not the focus of her study. 

Therefore, my work will offer the first thorough examination of this codex. By combining manuscript studies and archival research with the examination of primary documentary sources, this thesis will shed fresh light on, among other things, Anne’s interior spiritual life and queenship. 

Furthermore, by placing Percy MS 465 at the centre of analysis, this dissertation will contribute more broadly to scholarship on female book ownership, queenship, evangelical devotion and the political uses of illuminated manuscripts in medieval and early modern England. 
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