An Essay to highlight Childrens Cognitive Development

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to function as contributing and mature members of society, children need to develop certain skills and knowledge. In order for this to happen children develop complex cognitive structures throughout maturation, leading to the ability to adapt to their environment, (Perez & Gauvain, 2010). Cognition is the result of obtaining knowledge and understanding through experience, thought and the senses, (Flavell, 1992). This essay will focus on childrens cognitive development. It will begin with Piaget (1936) cognitive developmental theory.
According to Piaget (1936) a childs cognitive development occurs due to biological maturation and interaction with its environment. Piaget (1936), cognitive development theory focuses on childrens development rather than on childrens ability to learn.  It focuses on explaining the mechanisms and processes by stages and schemas. There are three schemes, and four stages. Behavioural schemes which are behaviour patterns provoked by certain stimulus, symbolic schemes which are aspects of experience represented by verbal codes and mental images and operational schemes, these schemes make use of mental actions in then head. Children have the ability to construct new schemas as they have the intellectual functions of organisation and adaption.  Without these schemes Piaget (1936) concluded that children would not be able to create new understandings of the world based on their own experiences. 
The four stages of cognitive development are defined as follows, the sensorimotor stage is the stage form approximately from birth to two years old, and at this stage it is believed that infants obtain knowledge of the world through motor abilities and sensory input. The second stage, the preoperational stage is from the approximate age of two to seven. At this stage children begin to think at a symbolic level although they are not able to think logically are they have not yet developed the cognitive operations that enable them to do this. The third stage, the concrete operational stage, occurs at the apprimate age of seven to twelve. During this stage children have developed the ability to think more logically about physical objects and experiences. The thinking process focuses on reality mainly. The final stage of Piagets (1936) developmental theory is the formal-operational stage. This stage occurs at approximately eleven to twelve years old and beyond. At this stage children are now able to think more sensibly and thoroughly about hypothetical events and intellectual concepts.
Piaget (1936), describes the need for a child to have a rich learning environment and the opportunity to explore concepts in order for them to develop understanding and knowledge.  
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