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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Social workers require a good knowledge of safeguarding in respect of both children and adults in order to inform their practice. In respect of children, there is a statutory duty for social workers and other professionals to endeavour to work to promote the safety and welfare of children and young people. To protect children at risk of abuse and neglect there are currently legal frameworks and statutory procedures to inform social work practice, including the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) and Section 47 of the Children Act 1989. 

The SSWBA promotes early intervention and preventative measures to reduce the risk of crisis.  In addition to this, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) guide professionals by describing the responsibilities and roles for practitioners in ensuring individuals are safeguarded from risk of abuse or neglect. Section 3 of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) includes information surrounding the role and responsibilities of practitioners following receipt of a report by social services about a child at risk of harm.

It is essential that social workers understand the Children Act 1989.  This is the principal legislation within England and Wales that relates to child protection and safeguarding.  When a report is received whereby there are concerns about a child who is at risk of harm, abuse or neglect, the local authority social services gather information to determine the action that should follow.  Practitioners from other agencies may also be approached to provide information, they too have a duty to co-operate and provide information under section 164 of the SSWBA.

If discussions and information gathered provide evidence that indicates a child is at risk of significant harm this will trigger Section 47 enquiries (Children Act 1989). Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 legally requires a local authority to investigate when there is a reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, “significant harm”.  

Section 31 (9) of the Children Act 1989 states that ‘Where the question of whether harm is significant turns on the child’s health or development, the child’s health or development is to be compared with that which could reasonably be expected of a similar child’ (Children Act 1989).

The Children Act 1989 was amended by the Children Act 2004, which further highlighted the essence of multi-agency working and recommended a joined-up approach to safeguarding. This followed serious case reviews (HM Government, 2004).

In addition, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is relevant to children as it is the international framework.  Article 19 of the UNCRC guarantees every child the right to be protected from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury, abuse, neglect, maltreatment, or exploitation while in the care of parents, legal guardians, or any other caregiver (United Nations, 1989). 


The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) identify categories of abuse and neglect, including physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional or psychological abuse, and neglect. These categories guide practitioners in recognising signs of harm and acknowledging when there is a duty to report under the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) for further investigation to ensure the safety and well-being of children.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

It is important to recognise that although approaches are similar, there are differences in safeguarding in respect of adults’ and children. An important difference is the legislation that governs the safeguarding procedures. 
 
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) and Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 set out key safeguarding legal responsibilities and duties in Wales in respect of safeguarding and protecting children.  Safeguarding adults differs as it is primarily governed by the SSWBA, which provides key principles in relation to protecting vulnerable adults at risk of harm.   

Another difference between adult and children safeguarding is the aspect of gaining consent.  Within adult services, consent should normally be sought by the person concerned prior to any safeguarding interventions taking place.  The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) outlines that adults have the right to make unwise decisions and therefore can decide to remain in an unsafe situation providing they have capacity to do so.  Where a person is deemed to lack capacity to safeguarding interventions the key principles within the MCA must be adhered to, to ensure practitioners are working in the persons best interests.  Within children services Section 126 (2) of the SSWBA states that ‘if a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect a person within its area is at risk, it must make whatever enquiries it thinks necessary to enable it to decide whether any action should be taken’. Parental consent within children services can be overridden if there are child protection concerns due to the local authority’s legal responsibility to protect children at risk of harm.  

The MCA recognises that adults have the right to make unwise decisions and within this adults may make decisions that may put them at risk of self-neglect, however in relation to children it is a parent’s responsibility to be meeting the child’s needs and therefore a child cannot be seen to be self-neglecting, this would more be considered as neglect from a parent to a child.   

Within the local authority I work, another difference I have noted is how safeguarding teams are structured.  Within adult services there is a dedicated safeguarding team and Mental Capacity Act (MCA) team whereby practitioners can book consultations for further advice and guidance around safeguarding concerns and best interests decisions.  Within children services safeguarding procedures lie with the allocated social worker and are managed by the local social work team in accordance with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and statutory child protection duties.
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