Discussion Paper proposal. 
Transforming Natural Heritage landscapes by focusing on environmental conservation through processes of ‘rewilding’ or ‘rebuilding nature’ and interlinking relationships between the ecological communities and heritage tourism. Examining the case studies of local and UK heritage; Knepp Castle Estate and the Summit to Sea project. 
Introduction: 
· The history of ‘Tidy’ Land and ‘Wild’ Land. 
· The Victorian demand for the necessity of making things ‘tidy’ 
· The different cultural values of scrubland. 
· Natural and cultural heritage sites 
· The approach of rewilding and the impact of it with Natural Heritage
· Theory – natural heritage and heritage ecology
· ‘Rebuilding nature’
Case Studies; 
Knepp Castle 
Background information
· Knepp became the focal point for today’s pressing problems such as climate change, food quality and security 
· Repton Park that surrounds the house, the restoration began in 1999 
· In 2000, they received funding from (MAFF) as a part of the EU’s agri-environmental programme 
· How long they have been doing the mission?  Since 2001 
· In spring 2001, they received funding for the park and began to rotavate the soil to fine tilth (Isabelle Tree)
· What animals have they managed to introduce into the wildlife of the estate since the beginning of their project?

Knepp income/financial sustainability
· Nature-based tourism, holiday cottage rentals, Safaris, ecology excursions, campsite, donations
· Merchandise 
· Sustainable meat being sold 
· Opportunities to stay at various places such as Tree houses, Yurts
· Various packages such as ‘Dusk’ that allows tourists or visitors to experience the evening animals like bats, birds and herds of free-roaming animals
· How successful is Knepp? What are their achievements. Success partly due to lack of conflict over land use. Owners are the ones doing the re-wilding


Summit to Sea 
LOCAL HERITAGE – WALES
General Information 
· The Summit to Sea project aims to increase the biodiversity and restore ecosystems in 100,00 hectares of the Cambrian Mountains in West & Mid-Wales - lying across North of Ceredigion and western Powys - and almost 30,000 hectares of sea in Cardigan Bay. 
Funding 
· Budget stated on the project planning grant application is $198,622 unsure why it is in dollars
· Summit to Sea received funding for the project in 2018 from the Endangered Landscapes Programme totalling £3.4 Million over 5 years
· Summit to Sea’s listed partners include RSPB, Woodland Trust, WWF Cymru, Rewilding Britain, EcoDyfi, Coetir Anian. Natural Resources Wales, the Waterloo Foundation and Ecodyfi withdrew
· EcoDyfi has commented, ‘The project reflects the partner’s focus on the environment, and pays much less attention to the cultural, linguistic, social and economic aspects of sustainable development, which are fundamental to the whole community.’
· Rewilding Britain is a charity aiming to rewild up to 30% of UK land and sea
Issues
· Lack of communication between Summit to Sea and landowners/farmers
· Farming Union of Wales (FUW) Head of Policy stated that rewilding is not good for the economy, the communities, and the existing species in the location 
· Defending traditional farming practice against perceived attack 
· FUW express concerns in response to some supporters of Rewilding Britain who advocate ending grazing, taking down fences and letting the wild grow as the method for restoring ecosystems
· Farmers/landowners of the surrounding areas had not been fully informed, 150 farmers attended a meeting to discuss the issues. The meeting concluded that rewilding would stop them from continuing their livelihoods if the project went ahead
· Success/failure - Conflict between project and landowners/farmers
· In June 2020 RSPB took the project over and into a new development stage of 1 to 2 years, in order to design a ‘truly locally owned project’. 
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(Figure 1, Summit to Sea project area. 2017) 

Discussion: 
George Monbiot’s plea for a wilder Britain: Feral.
George Monbiot visited the nature reserve that is said to have exemplify the ‘delights’ of the Cambrian Mountains, Glaslyn in 2014 was one of Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trusts biggest nature reserve which can be seen in Figure 1. 
Post Brexit for farmers in both England and Wales and their effects:
Latest proposals for post Brexit farming subsidies England:

 Wales:
Rural Wales and Brexit à 
· Direct payments to farmers under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) through the ‘Basic Payment Scheme’ 
· Requires farmer to participle in ‘greening’ activities à Summit to Sea idea 
· Ceredigion- Farm Subsides: €181090,000 total direct payments – 1600 farms €11,230 average 
· CAP payments are the main source of income for 25% of forms in Wales. 
· Criticisms of the Commons Agricultural Policy: 
· Perpetuating unsustainable land use 
· Bureaucratic and restrictive. 


· Heritage tourism is crucial for project organisers as they are attempting to transform the local area not just to improve the facilities for people/tourists to wander but the landscape surroundings will have more animals grazing which improves the wellness of the landscape through projects such as the rebuilding of nature.

Theory: 
Transformation-
· The theme Transformation in Rodney Harrison and Catlin DeSilvery’s book Heritage Comparative approaches to Natural and Cultural heritage practices, ‘’ They explore how ecological entanglement and cultural remembrance is practised in relation to features and landscapes that are undergoing active processes of change and material transformation’’. Pg. 12 
· Harrison and DeSilvery present how heritage practice has interacted with the changing of land uses through intentional programmes of rewilding and redevelopment or through indirect collaborations with processes such as climate change and spontaneous re-naturalisation Pg. 12 
· David Lowenthal’s quote (2015), ‘the past is a foreign country that we can visit, but not dwell in. Within this framing of time and materiality, there is an imperative to ‘save’ heritage that is deemed to be ‘at risk’ of irreversible transformation’’ 
· Through the gradual transformation of sites that we can notice the practices that are put in place to manage an environment that is in the process of becoming, that is not yet fixed or consolidated in form’ 

Conservation- 
· ‘’Conservation efforts no longer follow ‘priorities for extinction’ favouring large charismatic animals already identified as at risk, but now target all kinds of species, as well as the ecosystems and habitats that they inhabit’’ Pg. 65 
· ‘’The loss of biodiversity threatens our food supplies, opportunities for recreation and tourism, sources of wood, medicines, and energy. – Pg. 65, CDC 2000
· Many of the public bodies responsible for cultural and natural heritage conservation and policy have a renewed interest in public engagement, ‘putting people at the heart of the environment’ and ‘supporting the co-creation of ideas’ (Natural England) Pg. 356. Knepp Castle Estate with how they present their ideas for transforming Repton park which surrounding Knepp and the natural environment that surrounds it. 
· Alan Holland and Kate Rawles (1994) wrote ‘conservation is about negotiating the transition from past to future in such a way as to the secure the transfer of maximum significance’ Pg. 359 
· 
Rewilding- 
Rewilding was examined as a heritage-making process that aims to enhance and produce biodiversity, despite it often being perceived to have the opposite effect on cultural diversity, often overlooking or erasing traditions and practices embedded in landscape’’ (Workshop done by the programme ‘heritage futures’ by Rodney Harrison) Pg. 352. The project Summit to Sea. 
Issues of climate change and erosion/damage-
· The continuous issue of climate change and erosion has historically shaped and reshaped the environment. Pg. 355
· There remains a prevailing commitment to protect ‘heritage assets from damage, decay and destruction -  any other forces, cultural or natural, that may lead to ‘substantial harm or total loss’. Pg 359 
· The most common response to perceived threat is to take measures to guard against further change, with ‘loss aversion’ as the primary goal’ Pg 359 
· ‘’Heritage can act as a focal point for resistance to change, but it can also create opportunities for communities to come to terms with change and act as a resource for the emergence of alternative practices that use the past to foster resilience and reciprocity (Harvey and Perry 2015). Pg. 360
· ‘Assemblage thinking’ or entanglement of both natural and cultural heritage. Pg 369
 
· 
Issues of communication between the conservation managers and the local landowners/farmers: 
· ‘’Communication should not be just about broadcasting a message or a decision: it is a tow-way process that needs to be supported and sustained, through challenges such as staff changes and budgetary constraints. New mechanisms may be needed to engage people in understanding conservation philosophies and decisions, and to give them confidence to share their thoughts about long-term plans for the future of sites’ – Pg 356 
· à Summit of Sea project with the miscommunications between the managers/organisers of the project and the farmers/landowners about the sustainable ways of ‘rebuilding nature’ or rewilding the natural heritage environment just like at Kneppe castle, they did not want to destroy the farmers land but in fact they wanted to improve the surroundings by allowing nature to take it’s cause and be wild. 
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