WEEK 1: The Sky in Archaeology

Required Reading
Clive Ruggles is one of the most influential figures in the development of Archaeoastronomy over the last twenty years. It is essential to understand how he has defined, changed and presented the discipline. More than that – his works are some of the most accessible introductions to the topic from an insider. Ronald Hutton has written extensive on the history of paganism, witchcraft and magic in the British Isles. In this piece he turns his historical gaze towards the history of archaeoastronomy in Britain and asks why the disciplines of archaeology and archaeoastronomy have fallen out. Nick Campion takes this further and describes the current position of archaeoastronomy within the academic world.

Some of the reading material will overlap, but the different authors focus on different aspects of the history of archaeoastronomy and provide different views of the key issues and disputes over archaeoastronomical claims.


Ruggles, Clive, Astronomy in Prehistoric Britain and Ireland, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1999, Introduction (pp. 1-11).

Hutton, Ronald, ‘The Strange History of British Archaeoastronomy’, Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 7(4), 2013, pp. 376-396. [PDF ON MOODLE]

Campion, Nick, ‘Skyscapes: Locating Archaeoastronomy within Academia’. In Silva, Fabio and Nick Campion (eds), Skyscapes: The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology, Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015 (in press), pp. 8-19. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]


Recommended resources
ISAAC – International Society for Archaeoastronomy and Astronomy in Culture
http://www2.archaeoastronomy.org/

SEAC – European Society for Astronomy in Culture http://www.archeoastronomy.org/
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