RISK BENEFIT ASSESSMENT

	Location / Activity:
	Build sandcastles with wet and dry sand at the beach.
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	ACTIVITY
	How will young people BENEFIT from this activity?
	Possible hazards
	Who is at risk?
	PRECAUTIONS in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk RATING: L/M/H

	Fill one small bucket of water and one large and weigh and compare weight. 
	They will benefit in learning the meaning of the words Heavy, Light, water, deep and shallow and use the words when measuring the water in the buckets. 
	Falling in the water when filling the buckets could lead to drowning.
	The child doing the activity.
	The children won’t be collecting the water the adults will collect the water in numerous buckets for the children. The adults will also set out flags and ensure the children understand they are not to cross the point of the flags which will keep the children clear of the water.
	Medium

	Building single sandcastles with dry and wet sand 
	They will use their senses to see how the sand feels different if wet or dry. They will look at how it looks differently if wet or dry and compare the difference 
	The children could possibly get sand in their mouth and eyes 
	The children 
	The adults will discuss with the children that if the children need to touch their face at all once, they have played with the sand they will need to swill their hands in water first to wash off the sand. There will be a clean bucket of water for the children to wash their hands and a towel to dry them.
	 Low

	Walking along uneven ground on the sand 
	The children will feel how the sand feels under their feet when they walk along and realise their feet sink into the sand as they take steps 
	Falling over and twisting or standing on something sharp in the sand 
	The children and the adults
	Everyone will need to always keep shoes on to ensure their feet are safe from any sharp objects hiding in the sand and the children will be asked to walk slowly to make sure nobody falls over and causes injury. Adults will also follow closely to the children to observe at all times.
	Medium

	Sitting and digging the sand into the buckets
	Will use fine motor skills to use the shovel and dig the sand into the bucket 
	Debris on the sand that has been washed up from the sea
	The Children and adults 
	Staff will be asked to look at the area before deciding to sit the children in the area. Packing rubbish bags for any debris found to put it away safely so none of the children cut themselves and gloves for adults to wear if any debris needs picking up 
	Medium 

	Sitting on the sand at the beach
	The children will sit on the sand to create sand castles 
	High tide causing water to pull children into the water 
	The children and adults
	Observe the water before walking on the beach and sit with room for the tide to come in and go out with still plenty of room for movement so the water doesn’t touch the children. Adults will also observe the condition on the water throughout the day 
	High

	Taking a trip to the beach 
	They will experience being on a trip outside the setting in unusual surroundings and learn new words 
	Loosing a child
	The children
	Headcount will be done of all the children before leaving the setting once on the bus, once they get off the bus and everything a child leaves to use the toilet facilities the member of staff in charge will then do a headcount when returning the child. They will also be responsible for 3 children throughout the day each member of staff to ensure each child is supervised and there will be 2 extra staff to supervise when toilet needs covering 
	Medium

	Eating packed lunch on the beach
	They will benefit experiencing having a picnic on the beach with their friends while watching the waves in the sea 
	Wildlife taking the children’s food such as seagulls 
	The children 
	Staff will sit in groups of 3 with the children while eating their food. The children will also close their packed lunch bag after brining out every item of food not to invite the wildlife to come closer to their lunch. 
	Low 

	Walking along the beach
	Sight seeing all different surroundings on the beach 
	Catching a cold or getting wet depending on the heather 
	The children and adults 
	Letters will be sent home with the children asked to pack a warm coat and wellies for the children as spare and spare clothing for if the children get wet.
	Low
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