
Turning Legend into 
History



Chinese History Timeline

https://www.pbs.org/story-china/timeline/



Chinese History Timeline II

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-13017882



“Fabricate an ancient history”

https://taiwanenglishnews.com/chinese-professor-there-were-no-ancient-
western-civilizations-just-modern-fakes-made-to-demean-china/

https://taiwanenglishnews.com/chinese-professor-there-were-no-ancient-western-civilizations-just-modern-fakes-made-to-demean-china/


Research in Ancient Civilisations



 Joseph de Guignes (19 
October 1721 – 19 
March 1800)

 French orientalist, 
sinologist and 
Turkologist

 Admission to the Royal 
Society of London in 
1752

 1757, appointed to the 
chair of Syriac at 
the Collège de France.



 William Warburton (1698—1779), Church 
of England bishop of Gloucester; 
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/
The_Divine_Legation_of_Moses_Demonst
rate/h-VCAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0

 John Turberville Needham FRS (10 
September 1713 – 30 December 1781); 
English biologist and Roman Catholic 
priest; in his De inscriptione qundam
Aegyptiaca Taurini inventa et 
characteribus Aegyptiis olim et Sinis
communibus exerta idolo cuidam antiquo
in Regia Universitate servato ad utrasque
academias Londinensem et Parisiensem
... data epistola (1761); attempted to 
interpret the Egyptian inscriptions on a 
bust, supposedly of Isis, by using 
Chinese characters.

John Turberville Needham

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Divine_Legation_of_Moses_Demonstrate/h-VCAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0


Anthropological Museum, 
Xiamen University

The Yellow Emperor (on 
the right), a legendary 
figure, is presented as 
end point in 
evolutionary timeline 
and as common 
ancestor of the Chinese 
people
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