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This was a group led module aiming to make money for Shelter Cymru through starting a Christmas choir. I was excited to meet my group as I wanted to meet new people and we immediately connected due to shared interests.
We created a Christmas song list for a festive event called ‘Celebrating 50 years of Swansea’. The university organised a float which we could design a festive theme for, appealing to the general public and local media. We sang in different venues raising money for Shelter Cymru which was a great success. 
I was feeling nervous as I have difficulty reading lyrics due to my dyslexia. The sheets were printed incorrectly causing problems with the group reading different words and I did not feel confident. The lyrics corrected made me feel more positive in reading the text and more relaxed due to increased practice. I felt discouraged by the state of the lyrics provided; it would have been more professional to have hardback folders to read from. The group’s positive energy improved my mental health well-being which influenced me to push myself out of my comfort zone and try new things. 
Strengths were good communication and working well as a team; I helped to organise the choir into the correct vocal arrangement according to their singing tone and assisted in choosing the right backing tracks. Due to a lack of organisation no microphones had been provided so I went to Creature Sound and organised the hiring of microphones to ensure recording could take place.
The weaknesses for me lay with my time management; I struggled to keep to certain schedules such as rehearsals, group meetings and warm-ups before performances. I felt I could have given more input into finding venues for the choir, also having more responsibility in helping design the Christmas float and planning more rehearsal practice. 
This experience was essential for me as I am an aspiring musician and would like to compose music for independent filmmakers as a future career. This provided me with practice in understanding vocal range, organising backing tracks and increasing my musical pallet; the choir will add another dynamic to my compositions and original material. Since the project ended, the group has planned to meet up in the near future to create our own choir to represent the university. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through working with the choir, I developed my entrepreneurial skills. Organised sessions and a structured timetable meant my time management abilities were improved through attendance in addition to strategic thinking developed through gaining the microphones when they were needed. Excellent communication with the team enabled collaborative working and finding venues to perform at, required networking skills to be used. I enjoyed this experience as it taught me to be a resilient worker and dedicated to reaching specific targets as required by a group environment; I found collaborative working beneficial for my mental health and important in developing my communication skills. To improve this experience, I think a structured plan of action would enable the project to be more successful and hardback folders to read lyrics from would be more professional. The backing tracks were not easy to access at the beginning also and this needed to be improved so that practice could take place at home.










