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Constitutions of Clarendon January 1164

From the year of our Lord's incarnation 1164, the fourth year of the papacy of Alexander, the tenth of the most illustrious Henry, king of the English, in the presence of the same king, was made this remembrance or recognition of a certain part of the customs, liberties, and dignities of his predecessors, that is to say of King Henry his grandfather and others, which ought to be observed and held in the kingdom. And because of dissension and discords which had arisen between the clergy and the lord king's justices and the barons of the kingdom concerning the customs and dignities, this recognition has been made before the archbishops and bishops and clergy, and the earls and barons and great men of the kingdom. And these same customs declared by the archbishops, bishops, earls, and barons, and by the nobler and older men of the kingdom, Thomas archbishop of Canterbury and Roger archbishop of York and Gilbert bishop of London and Henry bishop of Winchester and Nigel bishop of Ely and William bishop of Norwich and Robert bishop of Lincoln and Hilary bishop of Chichester and Jocelin bishop of Salisbury and Richard bishop of Chester and Bartholomew bishop of Exeter and Robert bishop of Hereford and David bishop of St. David's and Roger elect of Worcester conceded and on the word of truth firmly promised by word of mouth should be held and observed for the lord king and his heirs in good faith and without subtlety, these being present: Robert earl of Leicester, Reginald earl of Cornwall, Conan earl of Brittany, John earl of Eu, Roger earl of Clare, earl Geoffrey de Mandeville, Hugh earl of Chester, William earl of Arundel, earl Patrick, William earl of Ferrers, Richard de Luci, Reginald de Mowbray, Simon de Beauchamp, Humphrey de Bohun, Matthew de Hereford, Walter de Mayenne, Manser Biset the steard, William Malet, William de Courcy, Robert de Dunstaville, Jocelin de Baillol, William de Lanvallei, William de Caisnet, Geoffrey de Vere, William de Hastings, Hugh de Moreville, Alan de Neville, Simon Fitz Peter, William Maudit the chamberlain, John Maudit, John Marshall, Peter de Mara, and many other great men and nobles of the kingdom both clergy and laymen.

A certain part of the customs and dignities which were recognized is contained in the present writing. Of which part these are the articles:
1. If a controversy arise between laymen, or between laymen and clerks, or between clerks concerning patronage and presentation of churches, it shall be treated or concluded in the court of the lord king.
…
4. It is not permitted the archbishops, bishops, and priests of the kingdom to leave the kingdom without the lord king's permission. And if they do leave they are to give security, if the lord king please, that they will seek no evil or damage to king or kingdom in going, in making their stay, or in returning.
5. Excommunicate persons ought not to give security for an indefinite time, or give an oath, but only security and pledge for submitting to the judgment of the church in order that they may be absolved.
…
7. No one who holds of the king in chief or any of the officials of his demesne is to be excommunicated or his lands placed under interdict unless the lord king, if he be in the land, or his justiciar, if he be outside the kingdom, first gives his consent, that he may do for him what is right: yet so that what pertains to the royal court be concluded there, and what looks to the church court be sent thither to be concluded there….
[9 more clause]


Edward Grim Becket’s Murder 1170 (eye witness account)
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After death fame and glory.
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Boss Exeter Cathedral  carved circa 1340 (restored 1975)
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Becket Casket Limoges France (V&A museum) circa 1180


The Lambeth Anonymous  The cult spreads.
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William fitz Stephen the early miracles 1171
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The writers
Edward Grim
Clerk from Cambridgeshire and by coincidence was in Canterbury Cathedral at the murder. He was part of the episode as he tried to shield Thomas from the knights. It was written 1171-2
William fitz Stephen
Was a clerk to both Henry and Thomas and present at many of the turning points of his life, including Thomas’ murder. Writing 1173-4 when he was back in service of the king 
The Lambeth Anonymous
An account which is in Lambeth Palace Library. Author claims to have been present at the murder but does not show muc familiarit to the events. It does include some criticism of both Henry and Thomas written 1172-3
Roger of Pontigny 
Author claims to have served Thomas as clerk at Pontigny. This work used Edward Grim’s account heavily But is clearer on dispute of 1163-4 compared to that of other accounts particularly of Grim
William of Newburgh
An augustian canon, author of Chronicles of the Reins of Stephen, Henry II and Richard. Writing  circa 1196. 
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now long since paralysed. When the man returned home she le
from him — narrated with floods of tears and a confused voice ~ |
extraordinary passion and constancy of the holy martyr, and she
with her own eyes the holy blood on the man'’s clothes. With devo
faith in the Lord, greater hope for her health, and humble hope in t
martyr, she asked to be washed, and the blood to be mixed in the wal
so that she derive health and benefit. So it was done, and she wi
cured there and then. This was the first sign God performed on bely
of his martyr, immediately that very night. From this [ believe it hy
pened by God’s inspiration, that the blood of St Thomas came tc
dipped in water, and that mixture of blood and water came to di
buted to the pilgrims to St Thomas in tin ampules to be carried |
for the health of their infirm. I myself saw the Inscription on marly.
phials, Bottle containing the blood of Thomas mixed with water.
indeed with God working for the desire of the faithful, and with
support of the holy martyr, and deserving faith, for which nothing Iy
impossible, that blood mixed with water not only succeeded in cur
innumerable sick, but prevented the mortally ill from dying. Not o
that, I say, and it should well be believed, but it also succeeded
bringing some back from the dead ...°*

A great volume exists concerning his miracles in England, on the testi-
mony of priests and good men, which is publicly read out in the chapt
of the church of Canterbury. There are also others far and wide
France, in Ireland and whatever lands to which St Thomas has devote
himself, which were committed to memory but not written down.
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Beginning of the troubles (summer 1163)

e biographers tend to identify the root of the conflict in Henry's project,
pired by evil counsellors, to limit the Church’s rights, combined with
omas’s new zeal for ecclesiastical liberty. Most point to the Council of
oodstock as the first major clash between the king and archbishop when
nry attempted to levy the Danegeld in the form of ‘sheriff's aid’. The case
Philip de Broi discussed here is the most celebrated case of ‘criminous
erks’ — those clerks accused of a serious felony whom Henry believed were
ceiving unduly lenient treatment in ecclesiastical courts.

oger of Pontigny’, MTB 4. 22-5.

t happened at that time in certain crowded gathering that Thomas
elivered a sermon to the clergy and people in the presence of the king.
is sermon concerned the kingdom of Christ the Lord, which is the
hurch, and the worldly kingdom, and the powers of each realm, priestly
d royal, and also the two swords, the mv:,.::& and the material."” And

16 See Ecclesiastes 8.1; 4.8.

17 ‘[The disciples] said “Look, Lord, here are two swords”. And he said to them, 1Y
is enough” (Luke 29.38). In the eleventh century this became one of the most
commonly used images of temporal and spiritual power. It was expounded by
Gottschalk of Aachen and Peter Damian and later by Bernard of Clairvaux and
was the source of much discussion in the continental schools of the twelfth century.
See Smalley, pp. 26-8; L S. Robinson, Authority and Resistance in the Investiture
Controversy (Manchester,

1978), pp- 1356-9. Herbert of Bosham reports how Thomas
pointed to the distinct order of clergy in these terms at the Council of Westminter,
October 1163: ‘Holy

church, the mother of all, both secular and priestly, has two
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' But the bishops of our time share the blame for this royal excess, in as
much as they also contributed to it. For the holy canons order that
not only criminous clerks, those involved in serious crimes, but also
those accused on less serious charges, ought to be purged of their office.
The English Church contains thousands of such, like so much chaff
among the grain, but how many have been deprived of their office in
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