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Introduction
This report primarily focuses on the relationship between the use of a virtual learning environment (VLE) and the success of the students. Virtual learning environments are thus described, and a report is presented highlighting the level of exposure to a VLE and its relationship with the output of the students from a public higher education institution during the 2019-2020 academic year on University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
Understanding how to access and use adequately the VLE and evaluating how its effects students’ performance of such use are challenges that teachers and researchers are seeking to respond to in order get to know the students better and therefore build strategies that address their expectations and needs. The data is collected using learning analytics techniques from the usage of the VLE and the student registration system. The results show that there are fairly positive measures of access to a virtual learning environment for students and the relationship between such access and their success.
The 'Social Work Practice' section analysed in this case study was chosen because it includes a fairly broad student population and thus provides reasonably reliable results. This module is completed at level 4 over 2 semesters and is a mandatory part of a post-qualification test for social workers in London.	
[bookmark: _Toc40029081][bookmark: _Toc40029096]Background of Virtual Learning Environments		
Virtual learning environments have been integrated into educational institutions for decades and now they are a vital part of any university. Hence, challenging the students’ and tutors’ acceptance of it does not seem important. Nevertheless, transforming the online environment into a valuable tool for its users can seem problematic. There are several variables that affect the performance of students, making it nearly impossible to recognise all of them and even more difficult to determine how each of it influence a student’s performance.
This paper focuses in particular on the importance of the number of student accessing the virtual learning environment and the evaluation of potential relationships between the number of accesses and the performance of students, translated into metrics correlated with: the number of course units (CU) completed or failed by students, the number of CUs in which they performed better than others. 
Virtual learning environments are aligned with structured learning and they create strong relationships between the teachers, students and school in general. There is rising interest in Internet-supported virtual learning environments, namely among higher and further education institutions. Learning environments focused on the use of technology and digital tools are mediators between the tutors and students through the activities that they enable in the learning process. This is because they facilitate interaction and interrelation within a continuous process of communication, thereby enhancing the construction and reconstruction of knowledge and meanings, as well as the formation of habits and attitudes within a system popular to all those interested in the education.

Having seen the possible benefits that a VLE can provide, the next step is to consider the available software choices for providing those services. This would be the central activity of every procurement process if a decision is taken to continue with the VLE provision. VLE programs have roots that go back several decades to pioneering work, such as that of Engelbert (1962), who saw computers as helpful in problem solving. This provides a vast array of choices today, as the history of their creation shows, and it is not feasible to include a detailed evaluation of them all. It is therefore critical that the necessary criteria be carefully formulated to create a firm basis for narrowing up suitable candidates for consideration. In order to help delineate the environment, it should be noted that VLE softwares were typically built to represent specific contexts, presented in two main developmental strands. 
Many systems were initially developed as small research projects within universities to meet specific teaching needs and then eventually evolved into larger systems with a suite of resources that provide greater functionality. In certain cases, these projects began with funding from a grant or public body and continued as projects in the larger academic community, with the software being made available free under an open source license (Moodle and Sakai are examples of these systems). 
On the other hand, a range of goods have grown along commercial lines and have encouraged the participation of companies outside the education sector more generally. Such proprietary built software has also been embraced by institutions of higher education seeking reassurance of reliable corporate solutions. Blackboard and Desire2Learn are examples.	
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Identifying the benefits and drawbacks of VLEs is the secret to creating an effective VLE module and a fruitful teaching implementation. Opposite to traditional teaching approaches, VLEs have several advantages. For example, teachers can monitor whether learners participate in internet-based communication and related materials by uploading evaluations online and providing fast feedback. The message services can encourage collaboration and cooperation between tutor and learner as well as between learners. Teachers and learners can also be more actively interested in a course at a time and place that fits both (Becta, 2005). In addition, course information such as past review reports, timetables and administrative information can be found and available in one location at any time. The key advantage of interactive learning environments tends to be that they can display information on a variety of scales and show more images at once from a variety of viewpoints (for example, aerial views, cross-sectional views, animated spinning block diagrams, etc.). As a result, extremely varied forms of field, laboratory, or library knowledge can be combined to form immediately obtainable content. (Hubble & Qiu, 2005).
The obvious and most insightful shortcoming of VLEs is considered to be that they are less successful at telling pure basic skills than the real world (Shroder et al. 2002). The content presented on a screen is merely an approximation of the real thing and 'being on a VLE doesn't have the same effect as a real world or face-to-face sessions. VLEs can be structured to be interactive, but 'there is little interaction between give-and-take and a computer, as contrasted to the interaction between actual field trip leaders and participants' (Hurst 1998). Also, the access to internet might be a problem for some individuals as some people might not afford buying a reliable computer or device where VLEs can be accessed.
Another significant disadvantage comes with the participation of mature students. When these students were at school there was none or maybe very little use of the internet and computers in general, so no involvement with virtual learning environments of no kind. It can be quite a complicated task for them to have to integrate VLE in their studying experience and uncomfortable as well, as some people simply prefer face to face lean
Distance learning incorporates a wide, mixed category of learning techniques. For example, Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment (Moodle) is an unregulated source, an e-learning software platform, also known as a Course Management System (CMS), Learning Management System (LMS), or Virtual Learn Environment (VLE). This is distributed as open source software, without restrictions. It simply means that Moodle is proprietary, but you have other options. You are allowed to reproduce, use and modify Moodle as long as you consent to giving the source to others, not alter or delete the original license and copyrights, and not put any copied work on this same license. (“About Moodle,” n.d.).
The program that is flawlessly integrated as part of Moodle is Open Meetings (Virtual Class) and has its own classroom in every single lesson. Lectors and learners may have curated lectures and sessions with audio and video over the Internet in these computer-generated rooms. The conferences will be recorded for the learners who might have missed them, and after the class is finished the recordings will be available to revisit. To use the Open Meetings, the new Adobe Flash plug-in must be enabled on your computer and for your browser.
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Distance learning involves a wide, mixed category of learning methods. The divisions can be systematised along different descriptive lines. The table below summarises the most prevalent types of Distance Educations by their influential characteristics.







Using a VLE to support the Seven Principles of Good Practice
· Encourage student-staff contact
· Encourage co-operation among students
· Encourage active learning
· Give prompt feedback
· Empathies time on task
· Communicate high expectations 
· Respect diverse talents and ways of learning	

Other resources for correspondence include electronic schedules, diaries, and timetables. This will include a summary of key events during classes, including evaluation submission dates, TV / radio programs, reminders for watching / listening, and additional meetings (online or face-to-face). The calendar can also be connected to other areas within the VLE, for example the content of the course. Certain services that could be available in a VLE include student monitoring that can provide tutors with details about when a student first accessed a course, how often they accessed it and which areas they have explored. It is important for students to know that you have access to this tool and that you may also want to check with your IT department about its security and interference.		
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	[bookmark: q_11384446]1. The University Moodule was simple to utilize? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Yes
		 



	90.00%
	9

	2
	No
		 



	10.00%
	1

		Analysis
	Mean:
	1.1
	Std. Deviation:
	0.3
	Satisfaction Rate:
	10

	
	Variance:
	0.09
	Std. Error:
	0.09
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384462]2. The Method of University Moodle was Simple to take after? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Yes
		 



	70.00%
	7

	2
	No
		 



	30.00%
	3

		Analysis
	Mean:
	1.3
	Std. Deviation:
	0.46
	Satisfaction Rate:
	30

	
	Variance:
	0.21
	Std. Error:
	0.14
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384466]3. The informatione on Moodle was simple to prepare? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Yes
		 



	70.00%
	7

	2
	No
		 



	30.00%
	3

		Analysis
	Mean:
	1.3
	Std. Deviation:
	0.46
	Satisfaction Rate:
	30

	
	Variance:
	0.21
	Std. Error:
	0.14
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384470]4. The information on Moodle was supportive for you ? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Yes
		 



	80.00%
	8

	2
	No
		 



	20.00%
	2

		Analysis
	Mean:
	1.2
	Std. Deviation:
	0.4
	Satisfaction Rate:
	20

	
	Variance:
	0.16
	Std. Error:
	0.13
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384474]5. In general are you satisfied whit the result of University Moodle? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Yes
		 



	80.00%
	8

	2
	No
		 



	20.00%
	2

		Analysis
	Mean:
	1.2
	Std. Deviation:
	0.4
	Satisfaction Rate:
	20

	
	Variance:
	0.16
	Std. Error:
	0.13
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384493]6. How fulfilled are you whit the reliability of moodle ? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Strongly Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	2
	Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	3
	Neutral
		 



	30.00%
	3

	4
	Agree
		 



	40.00%
	4

	5
	Strongly Agree
		 



	10.00%
	1

		Analysis
	Mean:
	3.3
	Std. Deviation:
	1.1
	Satisfaction Rate:
	57.5

	
	Variance:
	1.21
	Std. Error:
	0.35
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384502]7. How fulfilled are you with the security of Moodle? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Strongly Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	2
	Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	3
	Neutral
		 



	20.00%
	2

	4
	Agree
		 



	50.00%
	5

	5
	Strongly Agree
		 



	10.00%
	1

		Analysis
	Mean:
	3.4
	Std. Deviation:
	1.11
	Satisfaction Rate:
	60

	
	Variance:
	1.24
	Std. Error:
	0.35
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384508]8. The moodle applicatione prepare was simple to fallow? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Strongly Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	2
	Disagree
	  
	0.00%
	0

	3
	Neutral
		 



	30.00%
	3

	4
	Agree
		 



	50.00%
	5

	5
	Strongly Agree
		 



	10.00%
	1

		Analysis
	Mean:
	3.5
	Std. Deviation:
	1.02
	Satisfaction Rate:
	62.5

	
	Variance:
	1.05
	Std. Error:
	0.32
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384513]9. The Moodle data was dependable to you ? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Strongly Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	2
	Disagree
	  
	0.00%
	0

	3
	Neutral
		 



	20.00%
	2

	4
	Agree
		 



	60.00%
	6

	5
	Strongly Agree
		 



	10.00%
	1

		Analysis
	Mean:
	3.6
	Std. Deviation:
	1.02
	Satisfaction Rate:
	65

	
	Variance:
	1.04
	Std. Error:
	0.32
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0



	[bookmark: q_11384520]10. The moodle was commonsense for you ? 

	 
	Response Percent
	Response Total

	1
	Strongly Disagree
		 



	10.00%
	1

	2
	Disagree
	  
	0.00%
	0

	3
	Neutral
		 



	20.00%
	2

	4
	Agree
		 



	40.00%
	4

	5
	Strongly Agree
		 



	30.00%
	3

		Analysis
	Mean:
	3.8
	Std. Deviation:
	1.17
	Satisfaction Rate:
	70

	
	Variance:
	1.36
	Std. Error:
	0.37
	 



	answered
	10

	
	skipped
	0




[bookmark: _Toc40029084][bookmark: _Toc40029099]CONCLUSION							
In addition of being a powerful resource for presentations, VLE provides specific advantages for the education sector. VLE is a strong tool that helps the users use their time more efficiently, especially whether it requires work or administration. The primary means of communicating ideas to learners is through conventional learning verbal message; as lectures, printed lessons, and text. These strategies consist of both words and images, because text alone would simply not allow students to get a right "impression" of any of the works. 
VLE can also be used to provide students with an on-line service and to help them get a touch with the subjects. In addition, VLE will be used to ensure that quality assurance standards are met by offering a standard portal for information gathering. VLE can also be used to promote the coverage of distance learning and on-campus learning. The key to delivering this experience is to have graphic, video, and audio synchronised, rather than a sequential process. VLE allows for learning through studying, identification, exploration, and practice. Technology, however, does not in fact drive education.	
The possible benefits of introducing an institutional VLE are growing as digital knowledge continues to permanent educational processes. Computer systems cannot replace educators, but they can eliminate some of the tedium for lecturers and increase the students’ learning capacity. Virtual learning environments may lead to a more innovative and productive educational experience, provided the proper planning and preparation. Finally, VLE is easy, inexpensive, reliable, private, personal, a strong foundation, a resource for making you remember longer, simpler, faster and more fun.	
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