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 THE MATERIAL CULTURE OF DEATH: TOMB TT99 IN THEBES (SENNEFERI)

	In this essay there will be a description and analysis of the ancient Egyptian tomb TT99, which is located in Thebes, modern day Egypt – in the Upper Enclosure of Sheikh Abel Qurna, on the West Bank of Luxor and near the monument of Sennefer.[footnoteRef:1] This essay will use the geographical location of tomb TT99, the tombs architecture, building style, wall art, features, and the assemblage within the shafts and other areas of the tomb to explore the persons position within ancient Egyptian society.  [1:  Strudwick, N. 2016. The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99). Oxford: Oxbow p. 1.] 

	Tomb TT99 is suggested to have belonged to ‘Sennefer’ or ‘Senneferi’ – this is known due to both variants of this name being on the wall paintings within the tomb.[footnoteRef:2] The reason as to why there are two different spellings of the tomb-owners name is due to the hieroglyphs being written phonetically in two different ways, however, it is more usual for the name to be written as Senneferi.[footnoteRef:3] Both forms of the name are written on adjacent columns of the same text, therefore either spelling of the name can be used.[footnoteRef:4] Despite the name Senneferi being used throughout Nigel Strudwicks work, it must be noted that in the papyri the name is exclusively written as Sennefer.[footnoteRef:5] Nigel Strudwick also emphasises that due to the nature of the writing in the papyri and shroud displaying more cursive elements of writing, it would be more consistent with its orthography than that of the artistic and elaborative form of art, like the hieroglyphs.[footnoteRef:6] Therefore due to the evidence of Senneferi’s name being written throughout the tomb and on the papyri he is the tomb-owner, and the importance Senneferi had within ancient Egyptian society is recorded within the tomb, with the assemblages and written sources. For example, some of the texts in the tomb suggests that Senneferi was a high-ranking official, however they are limited.[footnoteRef:7] The most frequent written source in the tomb is that of ‘imy-r sḏꜣwty’ – which is often translated as the overseer of seal-bearers, chancellor, treasurer or something similar – another title that holds weight within ancient Egyptian society is that of the overseer of the double granary which Senneferi held, which is often regarded as a major state office.[footnoteRef:8] Senneferi is also recorded to hold a numerous amount of priestly titles, although damaged there are many and they are widely considered as a mark of Senneferi’s status.[footnoteRef:9] It is also important to note that Senneferi held many religious offices within Egypt, and is often associated with the administrative aspect of the cult of Amun, perhaps focusing on the estate administration of the cult.[footnoteRef:10] To put more perspective on the importance of Senneferi, he is recorded to have had two missions to modern day Lebanon and Wadi Hammamat, suggesting he travelled far distances due to his role as a high-ranking official of Egyptian society.[footnoteRef:11]  [2:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 8–36. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.11. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026, p. 9.]  [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  Ibid.]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  Ibid.]  [7:  Ibid.]  [8:  Ibid p. 9 – 14.]  [9:  Ibid p. 13.]  [10:  Ibid.]  [11:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 8–36. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.11. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026, p. 13] 

	In the southern part of the hill of Sheikh Abdel Qurna the earliest surviving tombs in the necropolis are dated to the Middle Kingdom, and many of the tombs were re-used in the New Kingdom or later, with some of the tombs featuring a pillared facade were others have a plainer one.[footnoteRef:12] In the 17th and 18th dynasties many tombs were established on the middle slopes of the area, and many have pillared facades similar to the imposing Middle Kingdom tombs facing towards the east bank settlement – at the time of the construction of Senneferi’s tomb it would have been a prominent landmark of Sheikh Abdel Qurna, which was an indicator of Senneferi’s wealth and importance, even after most of the necropolis was inhabited with others, Senneferi’s tomb remained the most important and prominent feature of the landscape.[footnoteRef:13] Because of the importance of the tombs location and its imposing nature one can suggest that it was a wealthy one at that, particularly in the 18th dynasty in which Senneferi is thought to have been alive in – the placement of the tomb on the hill also creates the narrative that he is an important member of the high-ranking officials in the 18th dynasty, supporting the written sources of the papyri on his status.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  Strudwick, Helen, et al. “The Geological and Geographical Setting of TT99.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 37–44. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.12. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026, P. 37]  [13:  Ibid p. 40.]  [14:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 8–36. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.11. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026, p. 9] 

	During the 18th dynasty there are three types of coffins which were used in the non-royal burials at Thebes, they ranged from the rectangular coffins to the rishi coffins which are anthropoid in shape and are often hollowed tree trunks with decorative patterns, there is also another anthropoid shaped coffin which are constructed from wooden planks and are often inscribed with adorned bands, and sometimes feature figures of gods or funerary scenes.[footnoteRef:15] Importantly, rectangular coffins were only produced as containers in burial assemblages, and the rishi coffins ceased to be produced during the reign of Thutmose III.[footnoteRef:16] The most prominent style of coffin during the time of Senneferi may have been the black anthropoid coffin which replaced the rishi and white anthropoid coffins during the reign of Thutmose III, the style was so prominent that it is not only attested to have been only been at Thebes but as far as the Memphite necropolis and the Nubian sites such as Soleb and Qustul – therefore, it is not surprising that Senneferi as well as his family were given these coffins.[footnoteRef:17] Unfortunately a majority of the coffin fragments found in Shaft 1 are small and very few joins are identified, they are thoroughly destroyed whether that be the damaged occurred in ancient times or during the 19th century were plundering became common – it is unknown.[footnoteRef:18] However, among the fragments of coffins are parts of one or more which may have belonged to Senneferi himself.[footnoteRef:19] One of the coffin fragments includes the name Senneferi and contains three of his principal titles – but, inscriptional evidence of the other coffin fragments are lacking, although the general style of the coffins suggest that some of the coffins may have belonged to close contemporaries or members of Senneferi’s immediate family.[footnoteRef:20] Despite there being little evidence of Senneferi’s family being in the tomb, in particular his children – Taiamu is named in the two surviving scenes in the offering scene on Wall 16, and in the New Year’s gifts on Pillar AE as the main presenter, the only remaining physical depiction is the top of her head on Wall 16.[footnoteRef:21] Senneferi’s children are also mentioned on the east face of Pillar A, however not explicitly and are in general and formulaic terms, there are also no texts naming them that are preserved.[footnoteRef:22] Additionally, Senneferi’s parents are written the most in the tomb, specifically his mother which is often regarded as more than other family members within ancient Egyptian society.[footnoteRef:23] Therefore, despite the archaeology not explicitly telling us who inhabited the other coffins the texts provide a little insight into who may have been there alongside Senneferi – this also provide more evidence on the importance of Senneferi, as his family and potential close contemporaries are accompanying him into the afterlife. [15:  Taylor, John H., et al. “The Coffins from Shaft I.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 181–90. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.17. Accessed 7 Mar. 2026, p. 181]  [16:  Ibid.]  [17:  Taylor, John H., et al. “The Coffins from Shaft I.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 181–90. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.17. Accessed 7 Mar. 2026, p. 181]  [18:  Ibid p. 183]  [19:  Ibid.]  [20:  Ibid.]  [21:   Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 8–36. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.11. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026, p. 18]  [22:  Ibid p. 19.]  [23:  Ibid p. 9] 

	The upper layer of TT99 was composed of chips of white limestone which was compacted together in a hard fashion, potentially from rainwater where some chips of stone showed the beginnings of disintegration characteristics of limestone which were affected by water, and below this the material was comprised of limestone chippings and the limestone dust – the bedrock was encountered at 7cm below the top of the surface and tapered around the depth of the nearer edge of 33cm.[footnoteRef:24] These characteristics are common in the 18th dynasty, and in the facade function in place of a free-standing superstructure which was initially thought to be confined to the Ramesside Period of ancient Egypt.[footnoteRef:25] The assemblage also consists of objects that resemble that of funerary cones, the publications of the tomb notes that there are a wide range of the funerary cones that are found in the tomb, that have moved from their original locations which are potentially from over the necropolis – it is confirmed through the significant quantities of material below the facade, which do indeed confirm the original locations of them.[footnoteRef:26] There are a total of 1320 stamped cones at the site with bricks and other fragments too, of the 251 objects they were whole or partially stamped cones, nine of them were brick with stamps and the rest of them are fragmentary.[footnoteRef:27] The courtyard is described to be an irregular shape which resembles a rectangle and is approximately 11.30m at its west, 14.25m at its south, 15.14m at its north and lastly 12.22m at the east, it is impossible to determine the extent of the courtyard however, due to its slope down to TT100, therefore making it difficult to determine.[footnoteRef:28] More evidence of Senneferi’s tomb being from the 18th dynasty is that the Chapel is an example of the inverted T-shaped form of Chapel which is fairly common during the time of the 18th dynasty, it has a broad front room and relatively long corridor or passage which leads to a rear room shrine with pillars.[footnoteRef:29] The contents which were found in the vertical shaft contain fragments of matchboxes, smoking pipes, glass bracelets, Coptic ostraca, and shabtis, alongside the aforementioned funerary cones and coffin fragments.[footnoteRef:30]  [24:  Strudwick, Helen, et al. “The Tomb, Its Architecture and History.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 45–83. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.13. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026, p. 45.]  [25:  Ibid.]  [26:  Ibid p. 49]  [27:  Ibid.]  [28:  Ibid p. 54.]  [29:  Ibid p. 55.]  [30:  Ibid p. 66.] 

	Pamela Rose writes in her paper that the dating of the ceramic assemblage is well established from the dating of the tomb of Senneferi (18th dynasty), it is also representative of the high-ranking elite funerary pottery of the middle to the later part of the reign of Thutmose III – she mentions that it is reassuring that the assemblage fits with phase 2A of the New Kingdom pottery sequences which are assigned to the Pharaohs Hatsheput and Thutmose III.[footnoteRef:31] Four jars from Senneferi’s tomb have been reconstructed, which were located in Room 3, the jars were the only canopic jars discovered in the tomb and it is assumed by the excavators and scholars of Senneferi’s tomb that they were to be a set, the three of them are closely similar in fabric which causes the discourse of the jars being of the same set.[footnoteRef:32] Additionally, there is a group of near to identical amphorae which are apart of the wider assemblage that are found in Room 3 for the most part, despite this, a bulk of the sherd of Amphora 5 is said to be found in the second Room – most of the Amphorae were inscribed, and two of them were stamped before firing with cartouches; one of them can be read as Thutmose III and another two have traces of mud seals on the neck and shoulder of them.[footnoteRef:33] The assemblage also contains wine jars, jars that may have been used for tiger nuts due to its inscription, and flower pots; which are deep conical bowls that have flat bases, and are times pierced – they can be associated with beer jars when in a funerary context – Holthoer connects them with the production of bread, providing bread and beer for the afterlife but this is contested and not proven to be the case.[footnoteRef:34] Due to the ceramics which are a part of the wider assemblage of Senneferi’s tomb, it heavily infers that he himself was well regarded in ancient Egyptian society and was important, to the point that Thutmose III’s name even appears in Senneferi’s tomb, this could have been placed at an earlier or later date, but it infers that Senneferi was important enough as an official to contain such impressive objects. [31:  Rose, Pamela, et al. “The Ceramics from Shaft I.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 191–238. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.18. Accessed 8 Mar. 2026, p. 193.]  [32:  Rose, Pamela, et al. “The Ceramics from Shaft I.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 191–238. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.18. Accessed 8 Mar. 2026, p. 196.]  [33:  Ibid p. 206.]  [34:  Ibid p. 214.] 

	Shaft 1 has produced mixtures of tubular faience beads and disc beads, as well as a long thin stick of wood which shape is too long for it to be of a coffin and is suggested to be the ‘finger of electrum’ from the opening of the mouth ritual.[footnoteRef:35] There has also been a wooden ox-leg which is suggested to be apart of a prominent role of the opening of the mouth ritual.[footnoteRef:36] In Shaft 1 a broken rounded end of a Kohl stick (applicator) has been found, and these tend to be common within the elite of the 18th dynasty burials, although there is no applicator that compliments it, it is safe to suggest that there must have been and that it was damaged or taken in the 19th century as mentioned earlier.[footnoteRef:37] The presence of Kohl being at the site also suggest the spell 125 of the Book of the Dead, which prepares the dead to enter the presence of Osiris ‘painted with black eye paint and anointed with myrrh’ – this also suggest the important of ensuring that Sennefer is to be successful in the afterlife and for there not to be any complications when entering it.[footnoteRef:38] [35:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 260–92. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.20. Accessed 8 Mar. 2026, p. 263 – 271.]  [36:  Bohleke, Briant, and Nigel Strudwick. 2017. ‘A Label for Opening of the Mouth Implements from the Burial of Senneferi (TT99) and Remarks on the Ritual’, Études et Travaux: 105 https://doi.org/10.12775/etudtrav.30.004, p 115.]  [37:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 260–92. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.20. Accessed 8 Mar. 2026, p. 276.]  [38:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Small Finds from Shaft I and an Overview of the Burial Assemblage of Senneferi.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 260–92. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.20. Accessed 8 Mar. 2026, p. 276 – 277.] 

To conclude the aforementioned points in this essay, Sennefer is a fairly important person of the 18th dynasty, we can infer from the evidence that he existed in this period due to the assemblages holding common themes throughout this period – and additionally the texts such as that of Thutmose III name being mentioned as well as the family and the like push this narrative of the 18th dynasty.[footnoteRef:39] The assemblage of the site is also lacking and fairly fragmented, however there is more than enough evidence to suggest certain objects, specifically the canopic jars and the coffin which are successfully reconstructed by the academics of the site. Due to the objects and that of the texts found within the tomb of Senneferi we can understand his important role within ancient Egyptian society, as a high-ranking official, such as a chancellor which was active and more.[footnoteRef:40] [39:  Rose, Pamela, et al. “The Ceramics from Shaft I.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 191–238. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.18. Accessed 8 Mar. 2026, p. 206.]  [40:  Strudwick, Nigel, et al. “Senneferi, His Family and Related Monuments.” The Tomb of Pharaoh’s Chancellor Senneferi at Thebes (TT99), edited by NIGEL STRUDWICK, 1st ed., Oxbow Books, 2016, pp. 8–36. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1kw2b9v.11. Accessed 5 Mar. 2026.
] 
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