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In 223 B.C., Berenice II lost her husband to a very aggressive flu. King Ptolemy the third left behind his wife, his son, his daughter, and a very successful and prosperous Egypt. The subsequent few months were extremely busy for Berenice II – her aims and intentions were primarily to honour her husband, the late Ptolemy III, by ensuring that a temple was erected for him,[footnoteRef:1] holding a grand funeral befitting a king with divine status,[footnoteRef:2] and attending the coronation of her son, Ptolemy IV. She was also looking to negotiate with priests in upper Egypt so she could be more involved in the building and maintaining of temples for cultural gain.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Clayman 2014: 6]  [2:  Wilson 2017, Venit 1997, Johnson 1999: 50]  [3:  Clayman 2014: 6] 

The focus on the building of a temple for Ptolemy the third was particularly important, both to honour him and preserve his legacy, and to build relations between the peoples of the empire and contribute to cultural growth.[footnoteRef:4] The funeral also was integral on a ceremonial level.[footnoteRef:5] The coronation of Ptolemy IV was a particular focus, in order to honour him, make official his ascent to the throne, and to form alliances with neighbouring peoples. [4:  Clayman 2014]  [5:  Wilson 2017] 

It was the expectation and intention that all of these things would result in the progression of the empire that Ptolemy III built, and better relations between the royal family and their people.
Ptolemy III was buried, with his eldest and only son carrying out the ritual known as the ‘Opening of the Mouth’ and wearing the spotted fur cloak to demonstrate his role as the person in charge of the ritual.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Wilson 2017: 57] 

Cilicia sent their condolences to Berenice II for the loss of her husband and invited her and the rest of the Ptolemaic family to a festival that they were holding for harvest, safe passage, and good winds and waves. The festival was in the names of Aphrodite, Demeter, and Poseidon, and although it was also in part supposed to honour and bless her son’s ascent to the throne, Berenice decided against attending as she had just lost her husband and wanted time to mourn, and also had moved to Edfu to better focus on her temple building and to distance herself from the politics of ruling.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Clayman 2014: 159] 

The Cilicia invitation read as follows:
From the Priestess of Apollo situated in Cilicia to the High Priestess of illustrious Alexandria, Greetings.
In my authority as the chief Priestess within Cilicia, I extend a formal invitation to attend a festival that shall be held within our simple satrapy.
The festival shall be held on the Honour of Poseidon – Olbios, Aphrodite – Epilemenia, and Demeter. We extend this gracious invitation with pleasure.
We wish we shall be graced with your presence.
Praise from the Gods to our king Ptolemy,
Nikeso, Priestess of Apollo.
In order to save face and to avoid unnecessary slight and conflict, Berenice’s daughter, Arsinoe the third attended the festival on her mother’s behalf.
Ptolemy IV was crowned successfully – it was a good celebration for everybody involved, and nicely honoured the late Ptolemy III.
Berenice found herself back in Alexandria for a short time; she attended the marriage between her daughter, Berenice III and the prince of Pergamon. The marriage, although a surprise, was arranged in an attempt to strengthen the bonds between Pergamon and the Ptolemies. Berenice II, however, did not trust the prince, and ensured that there was a proper contract and treaty drawn up. The document has unfortunately since been lost (some scholars believe it was lost to the fire of the Library of Alexandria).
Back at Edfu, Berenice plotted with Arsinoe III and the High Priestess of Alexandria to assassinate Ptolemy IV by way of crocodile cults;[footnoteRef:8] ‘cults dedicated to a number of crocodile deities, all manifestations of the Egyptian crocodile god Sobek’.[footnoteRef:9] Berenice and Arsinoe both were not inclined to trust Ptolemy IV, and suspected that if he had too much power he would eventually turn on them out of fear that he might be usurped.[footnoteRef:10] The Priestess was in agreement, and she spoke on the behalf of the Alexandrian court. [8:  Strab. 17.1.38]  [9:  Molcho 2014: 181]  [10:  Pomeroy 1990: 23] 

Together they planned that they would convince Ptolemy to involve himself with the cults in Crocodilopolis, ‘in the Fayum town of Tebtunis’[footnoteRef:11] and would advise him that if he showed willingness and tolerance to the people to whom these gods belonged, that they were less likely to revolt against him. This was, in part, true: Berenice II was keen to ensure that her children maintain the excellent empire that their father had built, and she believed that a large part of that prosperous and peaceful empire was dependent on Egyptian rites, rituals, and deities, be preserved, encouraged, and celebrated. [11:  Molcho 2014: 181] 

They also planned to attempt to get Berenice’s youngest daughter, Berenice III, and Coele-Syria on board with the plan to ensure that there would be little to no backlash or revolt when Arsinoe III took the throne.





Berenice’s plan for the next few years was primarily to usurp or assassinate Ptolemy IV, cultivate and maintain good relationships between Alexandria, Memphis, and Edfu – but mostly she wanted to focus on building temples and immersing herself in protecting and preserving the different cultures around her. She involved herself heavily in building and renovating temples, and she expected that her son would be assassinated and her eldest daughter would ascend to the throne.
It was important to her that this be the outcome, and she felt much more at ease with the idea that Arsinoe might rule and keep the family safe in its position of influence. However, her youngest daughter Berenice the third was successful in her independent attempts to assassinate her bother, Ptolemy IV. She then assassinated both Arsinoe III and Berenice II, and secured her place as Ptolemaic ruler.


With Berenice II dead, the focus switched to Ada of Bactria in 218 B.C., who shared similar views to Berenice: she was enthusiastic also about temples, the preserving of culture, and peace.
Bactria, known as the ‘pride of Iran’[footnoteRef:12] was in a ‘position of unique importance in the Ancient World. ‘It was the grand “clearing-house” of the world’s commerce’.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Rawlinson 1909: iii]  [13:  Rawlinson 1909: iii] 

The neighbouring empires of Media and Persia were both keen to focus on maintaining peace in their borders and the surrounding ones. Ada recognised this and spent time carefully building an alliance with Media and Persia and after a short while she was presented with the following agreement:
Dear Ada of Bactria, the wise, fair, great and most generous of all Rulers above men,
After prior discussion regarding the diplomatic status between the kingdoms of Persia and Media and of Bactria we are pleased by your wise decision to enter into negotiations of a treaty with us. We therefore propose:
· A non-aggression pact to be in existence between the kingdoms of Bactria and of Media and Persia
· That information sharing should take place and that we shall inform each other of any envoys from anywhere who are sent to either negotiate with Queen Ada or with Arteunisia of Persia and Media, thereby ensuring loyalty between our two regions!
· At a later point in time we feel it would also be beneficial to create some trade agreements between our most glorious nations. 
Amitis advisor and humble servant of Arteunisia of Persia and Media writing on her most excellent and beneficious behalf. 
Artistic and creative liberties were taken and Queen Ada of Bactria married her closest advisor, who became Princess Alexandra of Bactria and together they ruled in a time of peace and prosperity.
They decided to take Media and Persia up on their suggestion of assembling a trade agreement (the document has unfortunately also been lost), but between them, they agreed that Ada and Alexandra would grant Media and Persia access to their trade routes in India for silk, and pistachios, and give to them two hundred defence elephants that they could use to defend their borders, and to assist the defence of Bactria’s borders if the need ever arose.
The access to the trade routes that Bactria was particularly important for Media and Persia, as ‘the three roads which met at Bactria brought together caravans from the Khyber, from China, and from the great trade-route which linked up Asia with Europe’.[footnoteRef:14] In return, Media and Persia sent fifty thousand men and fifty elephants to Bactria for war games and additional defence. They also sent twenty learned men to set up an irrigation system in Bactria, as well as resources that would assist with the growth of their agricultural industry to complement their ‘immensely fertile’ land.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Rawlinson 1909: iii]  [15:  Rawlinson 1909: iii] 

The main outcome from the peace treaty and the trade agreement was to achieve complete trust, loyalty, and solidarity, so that if either nation needed help, there would be immediate backup at their disposal.


In 215 B.C., Queen Ada was made aware by the King of Parthia that his army that was advancing to the north of her borders posed her no threat. He proposed a sketchy trade deal – he asked her to trade him horses and sheep in return for money, but she did not trust him as she had heard from another ally that the Parthian king was intending to invade her.
She therefore called an emergency council with Media and Persia, who immediately rallied their troops and had them on standby to defend our lands from such cowardly colonists.
At the time, Bactria had twenty two thousand men, ten-thousand cavalry including Cataphract cavalry at three to four-thousand, ten-thousand Greek infantry, and two-thousand Greek cavalry.[footnoteRef:16] The plan was to fight a guerrilla battle with the reinforcements from Media and Persia. Bactria was much better armed than Parthia was, and it is believed that Bactria, Media, and Persia would have won, had Queen Ada not been called away on urgent business elsewhere. [16:  Nikonorov 1997: 43] 

However, despite the loss in Bactria, the invasion by Parthia proved that the alliance between Bactria, Media, and Persia was solid.
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