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« Mother Hill - 517 m high — near the village of Castleton in the Peak District -
Hope Valley

« Late Neolithic to Late Bronze Age r "
Two bowl barrows *2 F .

Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age

Mam Tor *4




BRIG

« Brig - Brighid - Brigid - Brigantes - Brigantia

« PIE *b"rg"-s > PC *brigs -
hill — high - exalted - *brig- worth — honour

 Old Irish - bri 'hill’

Linguistic Celts *4



BRIGANTES
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alliance under Cartimandua, much to Rome’s relief *10

Northern Britain - hill-dwellers or goddess? *7 *8
Descended from Bronze Age peoples in the area *9
Tacitus writes about their uprising and subsequent
Ptolemy confirms their location *11

Powerful and important confederacy of tribes in



BRIGANTIA

« ‘The High One’ - Protective goddess of the Brigantes -
personification of the tribe *14

* Later identified with Minerva, Fortuna and Victoria
in Roman times with spear, wings, mural crown, globe
or omphalos stone — she is Brigantia Caelestis at
Hadrian’s Wall *15

Brigantia *17



(CASTLETON

« Boundary stone heads - ‘greater frequency in upland
than lowland’ - southern and northern ‘edges’ of
Briganti territory and ‘distinct clusters of carved
stone heads’ in Peak District *18 *19

« Stone Head from Rose Cottage in Castleton beneath
Mam Tor near the Russet Well — possibly not
Brigantia *20



MOTHER HILL

Were they the Brigantes?

Was Brigantia deified here?

Was the water below honoured?

Me on Mam Tor
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