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Abstract:
[bookmark: _Hlk34419617]In 1972 the world’s countries agreed to identify, protect and promote the most important historical and natural places on earth for future generations, World experts UNESCO decided which of those places became world heritage sites. (whc.unesco.org/en/decisions)
[bookmark: _Hlk34419652] (Blaenavon visitors centre) say’s Blaenavon became a world heritage site in November 2000, but why? well for the part the area played as the world’s major producer of iron and coal between the 18th - 19th century.
Blaenavon emerged in the 1700’s which was due to three men from the midlands called Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins and Benjamin Pratt, that realized the rich resources of coal, iron ore, fireclay and limestone the area had. In 1789 they built an iron works starting with three blast furnaces, from land leased from Lord Abergavenny, utilising technologies which started an Industrial revolution. Iron was in great demand and was needed to build infrastructure around Blaenavon and the rest of Briton. (Blaenavon Visitors Centre) 





Introduction:
What was the first change in industry? Why did Blaenavon affect that? Why and how it became what it is today? And why is it now remembered for learning about the industrial revolution as one of the world's most important sites? These questions and more will be answered through my own experiences, from interviews with residents and research. 








Main Body:
1788 saw South Wales producing 12,500 tons of iron (18% of UK output) by 1796 Blaenavon furnaces were producing 4,318 tons of iron a year and by 1796 South Wales made 34,100 tons of iron 27% of UK output). In 1805 – 1810 two more furnaces were constructed.  Five furnaces had an annual output of 14,220 tons of pig iron.  In 1878 a man named Sidney Gilchrist discovered the technique of de-phosphorusing iron for steel making.  In 1859 a sixth blast furnace was built to accommodate the making of the steel. (Blaenavon Visitors Centre)
The owners of the iron works-built workers cottages for key workers. This could be argued that it was for the convenience of the workers, but  could be said that, the iron works owners would have liked the workers to be close, so the workers could work longer hours, because traveling to and from work would have been hard to do so due to the iron works being built on desolate moorland. However, some workers appreciate being brought to live in the new houses, as where they used to live was also very desolate and cold. But the pollution and the environment around them from smoke bellowing out of the chimneys and industrial waste fouling the rivers and streams and black dust covering everywhere must have eventually become even a worse place to live.  By 1801 Blaenavon’s population was 1,469 and in 1811 had grown to 2,619. Schools were built as the population grew from the wealth of the industry that gave children a chance of education.
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[bookmark: _Hlk34419693][bookmark: _Hlk34419731]The Big Pit as it is known in Blaenavon was opened and in production between 1860 – 1980, with over 1,300 working there. (youtube Blaenavon industrial landscape)  The coal played an important part of the iron making, as the coal in the process gets turned into a fuel called coke, this takes place when it’s heated to high temperatures in a special oven, then cooled with jets of water ,this is when the coal becomes coke, which provides the carbon needed to separate the iron from the oxygen it’s bound to inside a blast furnace. Without this process the iron ore would not turn into a molten state to become the finished result of pig iron. (Youtube How iron is extracted chemistry real world chemistry)
Coal became more profitable for its then owner’s Thomas Powell, David Davies and W.T Lewis as it became steam coal generation by the 20th century due to a man called James Watt being the first man to provide power through steam to make other machines work. At its peak, one in ten people in wales worked in coal. Mining came to replace iron and steel as the main industry. 3,000,000,000 tons of welsh coal fuelled a steam-driven revolution that changed the world. The transport links were key to Blaenavon and the Industrial Revolution a vital success of coal and iron industries. The main railway reached Blaenavon in 1854. (Blaenavon visitors centre)
However, time and the industrial revolution wasn’t all good for Blaenavon. In 1864 the Iron and Coal company went into liquidation, but the Iron and steel works company bought the rights in 1870. The iron works was converted for steel production, after experiments in 1877-1878 were conducted to make the steel better to work with and could be used in bulk steel making rather than the pig iron which was brittle when it came out of the furnace. Then in 1878 the Iron and steel works also went into liquidation. Blaenavon company Ltd in 1878 then purchased it. Sadly in 1904 the iron works ceased production all together. The coal industry went on to be nationalised by the government in 1947 the national coal board was set up to run them. At that time there were 1,825 people who worked at the three collieries in Blaenavon. By 1951 the population in Blaenavon was in decline from 9,779 to 8,451 by 1961. Pits started to close until in 1970 there was one remaining pit in Blaenavon who employed only 494 people. In 1971 there were only 7,189 of the population left living in Blaenavon. 1974 work was started on the old iron works to preserve it, but by 1975 negotiations were taking place to ensure the preservation ahead of the pit closure due to exhaustion of coal reserves. 1980 The Big Pit ends coal production. In 1983 the Big Pit re-opened as a Museum, and the population had dropped to 6,386. (Blaenavon visitors centre)


Conclusion:
[bookmark: _Hlk34419775][bookmark: _Hlk34419821]Blaenavon became a world heritage site in 2000 (Blaenavon statement of acceptance) to revive the area and promote it to become a place where people want to live, visit and invest??(stated at Blaenavons visitors centre) However the reality is from my (own experience after a recent visit and interviews gained from residents) are that, people coming to live in Blaenavon are only doing this because the house prices are much lower in the area. Also, the only investment to date has been in new buildings such as the visitors centre, a new school and preserving the iron works and pit into museums, but in the process taken down valuable buildings like the leisure centre, so of no real benefit to the residents. The idea was to bring revenue back to Blaenavon through the visitors, but this does not appear to have happened. Instead the visitors only come to see the museums and very few venture to the town, therefore the surrounding shops that are left are depleting or are in dis-repair. The town needs further investment but unfortunately it is not forthcoming, according to the residents I interviewed stated “Instead money is being invested into the nearby towns and there is no investment for Blaenavon in the near future”. My recommendations would be to build a shopping complex and put all the remaining shops in there as one thing Blaenavon has got is a good transport link with the busses and steady flow of people visiting. This may encourage the visitors to shop and bring more revenue to Blaenavon, however from my understanding it is not what the older generation want. 
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