Is Criminal Behaviour Innate
or Shaped by Environment?

Whitin this paper it will be investigated how criminal behaviour is influenced by different factors including innate factors or by environmental factors including some more points that don’t really fit in these two categories. Thinking about criminal behaviour and its origin most of the population will think about the criminals as being born like this but sometimes this is not the case. Even though there are a lot of known criminologists from the past investigating and arguing that this ideology can be true.
Looking at criminology from a wider view it can be seen that criminal acts are involved indeed by different factors which include the need of status, biological issues, mental instability, need of benefit from the criminal acts (Britannica, 2019). Within this view it will be shown that every time there is a criminal act happening there has to be a benefit from it, material or not. This theory which actually proves to be true, is called Rational Choice Theory presented and sustained by Cesare Beccaria and it states that “every rational decision we make has to have an outcome of a higher benefit than the risk” (Wright, J.P. 2009). Which is true but from this wider point of view the benefit is always there and has to be there for a crime to be committed or for a person to be influenced to do it. Even though the risk is there it depends on the person if the risk is higher or lower, it’s a situational position from where decisions are made. There are more theories based on this influence for criminal behaviour such as Positivism. In contrast, positivism in criminology connects criminal behaviour to the internal or external forces that shape an individual and identifies these forces as the cause of criminal behaviour (The Chicago School, 2021). This school of thought establishes a connection between an offender's psychological or sociological characteristics and their criminal behaviour. For instance, the positivist theory will associate criminal behaviour more with the absence of parental supervision than with the deliberate actions of the offender. Going into more depth, another subject that was investigated to influence criminal behaviour would be Biological, the biological factors vary from spikes of adrenaline in the body to body extremities or details that could indicate a higher risk person to commit crime (Ling, S, 2019). According to Cesare Lombroso most criminals have "jug ears, thick hair, thin beards, pronounced sinuses and broad cheekbones" (Cesare Lombroso 2006). There are different extremities of the body and colour of hair which was used by Cesare to suggest that those details can specify that a person may be more likely to commit crime, which in the contemporary era isn’t a thing that is reliable due to all the changes everyone can make to themselves. The theory wasn’t very liable back then either which shows that the way a person is on the outside does not make them a person more likely to commit crime. Another biological factor that could influence somebody to commit crime would be the hormones and all the liquids we secret inside our body when facing different situations or in some cases when we are just living a normal day (Nickerson C, 2022). Testosterone or different hormones can act on our behalf to do something that we don’t want to. Higher levels of testosterone usually calls people towards chaos or a lot of activity which can involve criminal activity (Batrinos, M.L. 2012). Depending on how the view towards the perfect man is in our head that’s how the testosterone will act on the body. This is more of a biological factor linked to the psychological factor, as the body works with all of its systems together. The environment can be as guilty as the other factors stated before to commit criminal activity. As the environment can be a influence towards somebodies behaviour it can be argued that it can have an impact on somebodies way of taking a rational decision (UNODC, 2018). Having easy access to a car that has its keys inside in the middle of the night where there are no cameras, and nobody is around while the person is in need of money, can offer the perfect opportunity to the person to commit a criminal offence. So yes, the environment can influence a lot of the decisions when it comes to criminal behaviour but at the same time its based on some sub-factors which are situational as well. This is called opportunity theory, and it was presented by two criminologists Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin in 1960’s. This theory holds that crime occurs when three factors converge. These factors being, a motivated offender, a suitable target, and a lack of capable guardianship. A motivated offender can be a person that is just in a bad place for a while and in need of money to survive. A suitable target can be an object not just a person, from a watch that was forgot on a bench to an open door to a house. And the lack of capable guardianship can vary from a random person walking by, a camera that’s pointed at the suitable target or a parent, depending on the circumstances. Again this theory is very situational and has many ways of being interpreted. 
In conclusion, there are many theories and factors that can be argues to affect a person’s criminal behaviour but there will never be just a factor of innate behaviour or environmental. In the contemporary era criminality is seen as being a bad thing but at the same time it’s something that some are either in need to do it, or didn’t know other ways. Social status has a big impact on the person’s way of acting in these situations as this era is based on how everyone is being seen based on their looks, assets and many more. So to sum up, yes, criminal behaviour is shaped by innate behaviour but its shaped by the environment as well. It’s more seen to be shaped by situational factors which include innate behaviour and environmental details. 
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