	
	
	






[bookmark: _Toc228548060]Abstract

This research found that while there are slight variations in the crimes being committed between rural and urban areas it is a lot less than expected and that the areas are dealing with a lot more similar crimes than first thought. It also shows that there is a clear coloration between people living in the Dyfed-Powys area being in mostly rural areas and on the flip side there being a lot more people in urban areas in the South Wales police area. It also obvious that the police are actively taking people's opinions into concern more with clear evidence to support this provided by the PCC’s of both police areas mentioned above.
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[bookmark: _Toc228548065]1.1. Background and Rationale

According to the  Welsh Government website (2025); across Wales there are 4 different police forces, Dyfed-Powys, South Wales, Gwent Police and North Wales Police, all of these police forces have focus on their own areas which can vary depending on what area you are looking at this begins to suggest how crimes change and evolve over different geographical areas and how the police deal with these crimes. So, this paper will examine how crimes and the crime trends change. This will be interesting to look at to see how different crimes can be tied to different geographical areas which some other crimes are not meaning they move around and flow around Wales without the boundaries of the geographical area, an example of crime that is not tied to a specific geographical area is county lines which summed up briefly is the transportation or smuggling of mainly drugs across different county lines around Wales. There are many different potential factors which can affect the crime rate in the area while still being connected to the geography of the area including the population density which is further backed up by Hanley et al (2016) when they make a close coloration that as population density in Wales and England rises so does the general crime rate for the area while also discovering that rural ‘‘scaling’’ of crime and population density seems to be faster when compared to urban, another factor that could have a part to play is the footfall of an area and potentially some crime hot spots which may be more common in certain geographical areas than others. 



[bookmark: _Toc228548066]1.2. Research Focus

Following on from above, this research is gauge the amount of change that the location has on crime and to see the public's perception of the crimes and where they are most likely to happen and if certain crimes are more or less common in different geographical areas as it is shown by Davies, T and Farrell, G (2023) that around 84% of the general public believe that the crime rate has increased in reality is has actually decreased by almost 90% when referring to violence, burglary and car crimes over the past 30 years, but this may make sense that people believe that crime is increasing due to the fact that the types of crimes that are happening are changing due to different technological advancements or, for what falls in line with this research is the changes in the geographical location of these crimes, carrying on from this this there are different opinions of crime and the police in different areas which could affect the reporting rate of crime when compared to other places who have a higher satisfaction with the police, for example if the crime took place in a remote area then it may be a while before if the crime is noticed if ever or if the crime occurred to an elderly person they may not report the crime either due to a lack of knowledge, confidence or trust in the police. This research will also try and discover patterns in crime locations and take a further look at why these crimes are happening in these locations and potential ways to try and find ways to dissuade these crimes in these locations. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548067]1.3. Aims and Objectives

Objective 1 – Compare and contrast crime trends/data/statistics between rural and urban areas in South Wales to and how they have changed over time and why which will be useful for preventative policing.
Objective 2 – Assess the policing response to changes in crime trends across rural and urban areas.
Objective 3 – Explore the public's perception on the changing nature of crime in their area and the polices response to these changes if any.

The reason that the first objective was chosen is to allow for a base line comparison to be made between different areas and to look at the historical records for crimes and the different crime spreads across the UK and will mainly be a literature review, similarly the second objective will also be a literature review of how the police have made changes to the ways the combat crime as a direct response to changing crime trends and patterns. Finally for the last objective there will be a questionnaire created around the objective to be able to try and discover the publics perception of the effect geography has on crime or if they have noticed themselves changes on the types of crimes in different areas or potentially their own area. All three of these objectives come together nicely to understand the subject and provide the reader with relevant and up to date information on the subject allowing the reader to formulate their own ideas and opinions. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548068]1.4. Methods and Timescale

For this piece of research, the first method of data collection will be secondary data obtained through the internet and also books available to the public and all collated into the literature review, Crime Rate (2024), then some primary research will be carried out through the medium of a questionnaire which will be created and posted online, uniquely for the purpose of this research. A questionnaire was chosen as it will be anonymous meaning that people will be more likely to give their true and honest opinions and answers, also due to the survey being available online as it will be poster to a personal Facebook page it is more likely that more people will see and interact with the questionnaire, it will also be left up for 2 weeks to allow enough responses to be collected and will be targeted at people over the age of 18. The main downside of collecting the information this way is that only people who use Facebook and are friends of mine will be able to see the questionnaire meaning the sample size may be quite small to combat this the social media account will be made public for the duration of the study to allow there to be a wider sample size allowing the data to be more accurate Gaille, Lousie (2020).

[bookmark: _Toc228548069]1.5. Value of Research 

This research is very valuable as it will provide an insight into the effect of geography on crime and hopefully will be able to be used for preventative policing in the future College of Policing (2020). It also an area which is not overly reported on meaning that there will be a bigger impact of this research and any finding that may be made as a lot of research statistics which the police already use can be quite broad and miss the opinions of the locals in the areas affected so by carrying out this research the general public will; have a chance to share their opinions on the crimes in their area which could provide a better insight for the police force as a whole. This research then can also be used and studied for other research papers and can help raise the awareness to the big impact that geography has on policing not only Wales but the whole UK in a quick and effective manner, NPCC (2024).
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[bookmark: _Toc228548071]2.1 Introduction 

This Literature review explores research which has already been carried out by others relating to how crime evolves across different geographical areas. But trying to get an accurate idea of where crimes are happening is difficult as explained by Brunton‐Smith et al (2023). Brunton-Smith et al go on to explain that estimates of crime from surveys can be quite flawed due to the fact that up to 60% of crime data collected did not actually happen at the reporters address which is called ‘’area victimisation rates’’ but instead away from the persons home address which is called ‘’ area offence rates’’. Brunton-Smith et al suggests that close to 60% of crimes reported did not happen near the victims home but instead away from their home address, this shows a big issue in the way that data is reported and potentially collected in the police and might cause there to be reports of some crime hotspots in areas where the crimes did not actually occur. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548072]2.2 What is already Available

Furthermore, Stripe (2022) talks about the Crime Severity Score (CSS) which was created in 2016 and has ever since been the go to tool for the police in the UK to try and find crime trends across the UK. While the main use of the CSS was to find trends in the severity of crime it also has another use more suited to this dissertation which is analysing the severity of crimes over different geographical areas, it is useful because it shows the demand of the police in these areas but  it is important to remember that these are only crimes which have been reported by police missing out on a large number of crimes which go un-reported. There is also another tool called the Cambridge Crime Harm Index which does a very similar role and could be used to cross check data points across the two tools. Unfortunately, these tools are very broad and can sometimes put areas into big groups missing the smaller changes in crimes across different geographical areas which is what this study hopes to home in on. These tools are  a great starting point as it allows the reader to be able to start having an understanding of the crime trends in different areas and with a bit of further research also see if there is enough data to show the changes in crime over time which ties in well with objective 1 of this dissertation. While this is very similar to the goal of this dissertation, this dissertation aims to be more targeted and collect the opinions of the people who take part in the questionnaire. Which is very important as it will give the reader an insight to the local's opinions of the crimes that are happening in their area and what crimes they think are happening the most in their separate communities. Even though only a couple of ways that data has been collected has been mentioned there are many other ways and websites available to be used and collated to get a better read on the crime trends in the UK some of these include, NiceAreas.co.uk (2026) which shows a map with the reported crimes and also does include the crime type that was reported, CrimeSpotter UK (2026) is also another tools that could be used and is very similar to Nice Areas website. On the other hand there is a website called Countryside Alliance (2026) which is aimed at people living in rural areas, and the purpose of this website is that people are able to go onto their website and upload pictures mainly consisting of fly tipping and the location which allows them to create a map which shows the distribution of crimes and also provides the reader with small reality checks by publicising the photos of these crimes. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548073]2.3 Specific to Dyfed-Powys and South Wales Police

Now moving on, the crime trend for the UK in general varies across South Wales and Dyfed-Powys with there being a crime rate of about 71 crimes per 1000 people and 65 crimes per 1000 people in the Dyfed-Powys areas according too the Office for National Statistics (2023) while in South Wales police there most common crimes reported are anti-social behaviour and Sexual offences in Dyfed-Powys police the most common crimes for the area is Violence and Sexual offences. As it is clear these statistics show that the most common crimes are very similar between the forces but it must be remembered that this the area overall and is not very specific which once again is the missing part that this dissertation hopes to fill. But if the reader was to look further into the policing website for their area it is possible to be able to look into the readers area and see the specific crimes and how many were reported in a certain area and what type of crime is reported this is especially good for people maybe moving into the area who want to have an idea of the type of area they are moving into but also for people who are already living in the area. Using this tool, we can investigate into Llanelli and Clydach as an example. Using the data from both Police UK – Kidwelly (2026) and Police UK – Clydach (2026), in Kidwelly during the month of February 2026 there was 12 crimes reported in Kidwelly which are being made up of 6 violent and sexual offences and 2 anti-social behaviour reports and 1 criminal damage and arson reports among others, but then in the Clydach area there was 38 crimes reported being made up of 13 Violence and sexual offences and 5 antisocial behaviour and 5 public order crimes among others. As the reader will be able to notice is that the number one crime for both areas is violence and sexual offences and also the second most popular crime is the same for both but then the third most common diverges as for Kidwelly it is Criminal damage and arson and in Clydach it is public order, it is important to note that Clydach is very close to the centre of Swansea where as Kidwelly on the other hand is a rural town between Carmarthen and Llanelli which could explain the disparities in the amount of crimes being committed but still it shows how in more urban and built up areas there tends to be more crimes which could be because of a number of reasons including the increased population density as there is a major disparity in the number of people living in each area as shown by Brinkhoff (2024) where there is around 7,388 people living in Clydach and there is only 3,745 people living in Kidwelly. This data shows that there is almost double the amount of people living in Clydach compared to Kidwelly. This outlines one of the most major differences between rural and urban areas as when there are less people there is a lower chance of people clashing against each other which obviously will result in less police call outs to anti-social behaviour crimes. Also, it is clear that there is a difference in the severity of crimes as in the rural area of Kidwelly there were no drug possession of weapon crimes whereas in Clydach there was 2 drug possession offences and 1 possession of a weapon crime. While these statistics are good they are only able to point out crimes which have been reported to the police meaning that for example there might have been a couple of drug crimes take place in Kidwelly but they were either just not reported or they were not discovered but this is also a factor which affects the urban areas too. Another major difference is that there is likely to be a lower police presence in Kidwelly when compared to Clydach as in the urban areas it may be more likely or common that you see either police officers themselves or police community support officers (PCSO) walking around where as in a rural town where everyone knows each other it is less likely to see a police officer walking around as it would be more affective for these officers to be patrolling else where. Once again turning to Brinkhoff (2024) on the website it shows the readers the biggest age groups that live in the area, in rural areas it is expected to see that there would be more elderly people living in these areas and in urban areas it is expected to be a younger population but surprisingly it is shown that the biggest age group in both Clydach and Kidwelly is 18-64 with Clydach having the most people aged between 30-39 and Kidwelly’s biggest age population being 60-69 but although Kidwellys biggest population is of the older generation for the age’s 60-69 there is 1,111 people showing that they still have a dominant role in the community and not being far off overtaking the 30-39 year olds. 
All the points above have been primarily looking at Clydach and Kidwelly as examples as they are vastly different and that they are also policed by South Wales police and Dyfed-Powys respectively. It is understood that there are many other comparisons and differences that could have been picked out but these comparisons that were chosen were cherry picked to show the reader some of the major differences that can be expected when comparing a rural and urban town or area. 
Looking at the crime rates and how these have changed over time in the UK, Bates, E. (2018) explains that crime rates across the UK including Wales have always been constantly changing depending on the location or geography of an area. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548074]2.4 The Policing response to recent changes 

Now moving on the according to Wools, E (2025) the way that the police have dealt with the recent changes is by placing a higher focus on community engagement as this was something that Emma Wools who is the police crime commissioner for South Wales police had identified is a big issue in South Wales and that this method would be the most effective to deal with the issue but, then when the reader compares it to the Dyfed-Powys police crime commissioner Daffyd Llywelyn who outlines his number one priority being putting more of a focus on the support of victims and also preventing victimisation Llywelyn, D (2025). This shows how the two different areas have best identified the biggest issues in their related areas as Dyfed-Powys is the biggest geographical police force in Wales with a lot of the space being taken up by farm land and small sparsely built towns, also Williams, I (2018) talks about how Dyfed-Powys has introduced AI elements including machine learning algorithms to try and help the police with preventative policing and resource management. On the other hand, South Wales Police has the biggest police force in Wales and while it covers a smaller geographical area a lot of the space is cities and bigger towns including the capitol for Wales being Cardiff. The top priority being different for each force really shows the differing needs and is backed by lots of research which has influenced each crime plan, and how each police force plan on tackling their individual crimes, and although there are crimes being committed everywhere there seems to be larger concentrations of crimes which could lead to different forces being better equipped to deal with different issues which has been one of the biggest road blocks in the way of the goal of having one police force across the whole of Wales. Kirby, S. (2011) talks about how the police have evolved to meet current needs by trying to use more preventative policing and placing a heavy focus on emerging trends to try and keep up with the ever changing fore front of crime.

[bookmark: _Toc228548075]2.5 Public Perception

Once again the Dafydd Llywelyn has been seeking out the opinions of the public when creating the crime plan making multiple pleas online and in person for people to engage with the police, this gives the chance for the general public to make any complaints and voice any changes that they want to be seen over the next couple of years. This is further backed by the news article made by Crompton, K (2025). While this was a very good idea in reality there was probably a very low response rate to this plea meaning that only the people who responded to it had their opinions collected which will also be a major problem for the data collection part of this dissertation too but, while in the best case scenario everyone would reply to it and give their opinions this is not probable tipping mostly to impossible. 
While this was the choice that Llywelyn had made, over in South Wales police force Wools went with a more analytical method which outlined that in recent years the confidence in the police in the areas has fallen quite significantly with the average satisfaction with the police has fallen from around 76% to closer to 67% which could be attributed to many different factors including recent major incidents and scandals where there has been a lot of police officers loosing their jobs due to misconduct which is causing people to paint the whole police force to painted with the same negative brush even causing riots in the worse cases, Office for National Statistics (2023). As mentioned above both methods are good but also both have their downsides and different ways that they might have been handled which might have had a better coverage of the people in the Wales, for example it may have been worth using the neighbourhood policing teams in each area to reach out to their respective areas which might have caused more people to interact with the surveys and give their opinions which would have better informed the police on what the general public really think about the crimes in their areas and what should be done about it. The on the flip side yes looking at all the statistics is very good once again in runs into that road block of if people didn't reply they didn't get a chance to share their voice which would once again have been added by more personal outreach and better use of the neighbourhood policing teams. 

It would also be interesting to investigate and see if people living in these areas feels if crimes are happening more frequently or not, as in the research carried out by YouGov (2026), it seems that while as a nation Wales thinks that crime is increasing when breaking it down into different areas it seems that people believe that crime has not been rising as of recent years and to see what crimes the believe are the are becoming the most common in their area. Then it would be interesting to investigate if there are people who think that crime is either increasing or decreasing feel safe in the area that they live in. 
[bookmark: _Toc228548076]2.6 Conclusion 

In conclusion it seems that overall people have had their opinions and voices heard but a lot of people missed that opportunity so for the future it would just be abut looking how to reach out to the public better, because as the perception of the police there is going to be less and less people responding once again limiting the data that the police have to be able to combat issues. It is also obvious from this part of the dissertation that there is a varying amount of crimes across the Wales as it is expected that as the population density rises so does the crime rate and it also suggested that there is a change in the types of crimes being committed between rural and urban areas which would be interesting to explore further, and that the police are actively aware of the issues and are coming up with force specific plans to try and combat these issues which just reinforces the fact that they types of crimes change across different geographical areas.

[bookmark: _Toc228548077]3. Methodology

[bookmark: _Toc228548078]3.1 Introduction

This part of the dissertation will be introducing the data collection method that has been chosen which is a questionnaire. In these following subheadings the reason these specific data collection methods chosen will be explained and the advantages and disadvantages that come with using a questionnaire. Firstly, the way that the questionnaire will be share and available to be answered will be explained. After this a data analysis will be explained explaining how the results will be collected, how and what the raw data will be used for, and how the data points will be used to create graphs and why this happens, after this limitations will be looked over taking into account all issues that could arise from the use of a questionnaire. After all these issues have been explained the ways that these have been combated or limited as much as possible will be explained. Finally the value of this area of study will be explained and the possible real world uses will be discussed. There will be a number of objectives that will be planned to be met within this research including firstly the different force each person falls into and the type of area they live in between rural and urban and then capturing the opinion of the public and their views on crime trends in their areas and what crimes they feel are prevalent in their home area and then finally gaging and understanding of the publics knowledge of the police’s plans for the future. 
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As mentioned above the survey strategy that has been selected for this dissertation is a questionnaire, a questionnaire is a set of questions normally but not limited to being created online. They are widely used across many different services and professions; they are effective and can be used as a good way to gauge certain problems or issues within an area or profession. Questionnaires also have a very structured format meaning that they are very familiar to many people meaning that more people will understand what to do and what is expected of them when answering the questions, also questionnaires are very cost effective especially when done online where it is completely free to not only create but also distribute. Hassan, M (2023). Some more advantages that are outlined by Adi, B (2024) is that the questionnaire is completely anonymous meaning that it is more likely that the answers people give will be more honest as they will know it is anonymous and will lead to more true and honest answers therefore resulting in a better understanding for this study and a more accurate conclusion. 
 Furthermore this method was chosen because there are many different advantages to using a questionnaire, a website created by N, Lindemann (2023) explains an advantage of using a questionnaires is that it is very good for collecting data on a large scale, this is a really strong advantage because it allows there to be a large test group with allow for more accurate data and overall a more accurate conclusion, carrying on from this D, Kuphanga (2024) says that questionnaires are really good because they can be used in many different situations and is also very effective at collecting that data efficiently shown when they say ‘’ The questionnaire method stands as a versatile and potent tool for data collection’’ this quote shows how flexible a questionnaire can be and how it can have many different uses ranging from a questionnaire handed out at the end of a seminar to try and gauge the satisfaction, to the use which it is being used today which is data collection for a dissertation. This also shows another strength which it has which is of how reliable they can be which is undoubtedly the reason that they are so widely used. 
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The questionnaire that I have created will be sent out and shared across my social media platforms allowing everyone the researchers existing contacts across Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat to engage with the questionnaire, this allows for a very wide audience to be reached in a small amount of time. This wide audience will be the people who are giving their opinions on the matter and will be the primary research making up this study with the literature part of this study making up the secondary research. The Questionnaire will be available for two weeks before being closed for responses as it has been found by Wakefield (2025) that around 54% of responses to a survey would be collected in the first 24 hours with a sharp drop off following which is why 2 weeks was chosen to give people ample time to answer the questionnaire. In theory this will allow the researcher to collect a wide range of responses with there being a target for 100 people to answer the questionnaire. 

When people choose their answers on the questionnaire, they will be automatically collected and stored on the Microsoft forms website. A website also created by M. Hussan (2023) looks at data collection and breaks it down into two different types quantitative and qualitive, quantitative data is data that is measurable and numerical so for this study this will be the multiple choice questions and qualitative data is data that is more emotive and descriptive which encompasses the short answer questions. He then goes on to explain that effective data collection is ‘’vital for producing reliable and meaningful research outcomes’’, this quote shows that without very good data collection the study could be brought down due to it not having good data as a baseline meaning that the final evaluation made in the study may be misguided and wrong. The benefit of quantative data in this research paper is that it will make it much easier for all the data to be collected and expressed in graphs in charts making it easier to understand for some people. 
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All the responses collected from this questionnaire will be automatically collated all into raw data and different charts for each question providing a good visual representation of the results and the emerging trends. The raw data will be good to see to be able to be precise with how many people answered each question exactly. This will lead to conducting a descriptive analysis of the findings in the closed questions provided. 
On the other hand, there will also be open-ended responses which will be analysed which will develop themes and patterns in the participants perceptions, this is done because it will allow for a more thematic analysis to be enabled so that a deeper understanding will be created of the participants views which should complement the quantative findings.
Once all the data has been collected it will be transferred onto the dissertation below where it will then be investigated further, explained and then conclusions will be drawn. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548082]3.5 Limitations 

An expected limitation of the questionnaire is that it is expected that there will be a lot more responses from people under the Dyfed-Powys police force because this is the researchers local police force meaning due to the questionnaire primarily being sent out to people who are contacts of the researcher and most of them live under the same force which may lead to a disparity of the results. Which may lead to a bias to one way of thinking or type of response when collecting the data. To combat this the questionnaire will also be shared by friends of the researcher which will mean that it will have a much broader reach letting it reach people all over South Wales. Another disadvantage that questionnaires has as explained by Erin, O (2023) is that there may be a very low response rate, to combat this the questionnaire will be available for two weeks allowing for the chance for more people to see the questionnaire, also helping this will be the fact that the questionnaire will be shared multiple times once again aiming to reach as many people as possible.
Another disadvantage of questionnaires mentioned by E, Olivia is that the questions may be worded badly or in a way that may push the responder in a certain direction, to combat this the questionnaire has been vetted by two different people to ensure that all language is appropriate for purpose and all questions are fair and not leading the responder in a certain way. Another disadvantage which can tie into the issue above but was looked at in further depth and is outlined by D, Jain (2023) is possible misinterpretation and no option to clarify the questions, for example some people may not understand some complex terminology so to combat this, only simplified terms are used within the questionnaire, so that hopefully the most people as possible will understand the question fully allowing for the most accurate responses. 
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The research collected in this study will be very valuable because it is a subject that is currently very big for the police force with major problems occurring right now including county lines, in particular the questions around the local satisfaction with the police and how people feel that the crime trends are changing in their local area, this is very valuable information for the police when deciding where and what types of resources need to go where.
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The aim of this study is, exploring how crime evolves between different areas. Putting a focus on the difference between rural and urban areas. This is a key study as the data findings that will be made could be used to influence the police on the key issues on different areas and the priorities different areas might have, which could also influence budget sharing in the affected areas. Within this section the questions created for the questionnaire will be shared so that the reader will be able to see the data for themselves and come up and make their own conclusions. after collecting all of the data after having the survey up for two weeks which was explained why this was done in previous chapters Wakefield (2025), unfortunately, the initial expectation to receive 100 responses seems to have been hopeful with their only being 39 responses being collected in the allotted time frame.

[bookmark: _Toc228548086]4:2 Findings: Description of Analysis and Results

The first questions on the questionnaire was only used to try and gage the demographic of the people answering the questionnaire, because of this the first question asked was based on the age of the person answering the questionnaire. From the 39 responses received, 19 of these people were from people over the age of 45 with the next largest group being made up of the people aged 18 to 25 which had 13 people which equates to 33% of the total, then next we had 5 people (13%) between the ages of 36-44 and finally the smallest demographic group in this specific questionnaire is 2 people (5%) of the total being aged between 26 and 35. The large amount of people who answered to be over the age of 45 shows the outreach of the questionnaire or could also suggest an aging population which will tie into the next question this is an issue because it opens up chances for bias on the questions which was one of the challenges described in the challenges part of the methodology chapter, one of the biases this could have brought around is a favour of how the police worked in the past as generally people in the older generations seem to prefer the old ways of policing and also this bias could also impact the results in the types of crimes experienced as some older people are not able to get out of the house more often leading to them to not know of the crimes happening around them. Here is a visual representation of the question about age. 
[image: ]
Question 3 asked the respondents to identify which force area they lived in. The results from this show that out of the four options everyone who had responded lived either Dyfed-Powys or South Wales police force areas with there being more people living within Dyfed Powys with there being 27 people (69%) saying the fall under the Dyfed Powys area which is shown below, and 12 respondents (31%) living in the South Wales area. This once again shows a bias that was expected and outlined in the methodology chapter and while there were steps taken to limit this affect it seems that it was not fully effective which leaves room for improvement  but could also be due to the fact that the Dyfed-Powys area is simply a lot larger when compared top South Wales. This is the opposite to some of the available data like from Stripe (2022) who’s data was very broad as it was for the whole of the UK so this proves the point made in the Literature review that this dissertation would be a lot more targeted.
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[image: ]As the reader will be able to see above there once again was a dominant area shown from the responses collected which was the rural answer which gained 20 of the responses which is 51% of all of the responses, next largest as you can see above is suburban which gained 11 of the responses or 28%. The reason that these two questions have been linked to the first one is because it has been suggested that as people age they tend to move to lower density areas or ‘holiday areas’ which could be the reason for the correlation of an aging population and also the reason for there being so many people living in rural areas most typically in the Dyfed Powys area. It is also interesting to see here that while there were 20 respondents that described the area, they live in as rural of these 20 people 18 of the responses were from people who said they lived in the Dyfed-Powys area, while there only two responses from the people from South Wales saying they lived in rural area, this only strengthens the point that most of the people living in the Dyfed-Powys area are living in rural towns and would then also have an influence of the crimes they notice most often. 
 it should also not go missed the fact that there were 5 people living in urban areas and 3 people unsure on the classification of the area that they live in. While these results will have some affect on the other longer answer questions it will still be important to look at these and still take them into account. As they would have responses on the crimes they notice in their areas and could also be showing a gap in knowledge. 

Now moving on, questions 8 and 9 as once again these two are linked directly. Question 8 was ‘’Do you feel that the police response to crime in your area in adequate?’’ overall the responses to these questions were quite evenly distributed across all three possible responses, as the reader will be able to see below is that there was 14 people who said ‘Yes’, 15 people said 'No’, and then finally 10 people who said that they were ‘Unsure’. This is quite a mixed bag of responses and shows that about a third of people surveyed were happy with another third being unhappy. This is interesting as it shows that there are more people unhappy with the polices response when compared to people who are happy with it. And it also outlines the fact that a significant amount of people who answered ‘Yes’ to this question lived in rural areas which seems to supports the claims made by The Office of National Statistics (2023) and CrimeSpotter UK (2026) when it was outlined that rural areas seem to have a higher satisfaction rate with the police when compared to urban areas, while also supporting E, Wools (2025) when she explained that there needs to be a higher focus put on to community engagement to try and increase the perception of the police. 
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To be able to gain a better understanding of these responses question 9 which was ‘’Please explain your answer to question 8’’, was intended to gain clarification and the participants opinion while giving the reason for their answer. As this question was qualitative the question was more open ended with the participants being able to input their thoughts and opinions there is no quantitative data. Keeping this in mind the responses to this question were quite varied but also seemed to outline a common theme which was that a lot of people explained that they had simply not seen the polices presence which seemed to be a theme with people living in more rural areas, or how they have responded to crime then on the other hand, a large number of people talk about how they see the police quite a lot and that the police are successful in dealing with situations quickly and effectively. But it must also be noted that some of the people who gave responses also offered possible reasons that the police might not be able to have an adequate response with one person saying that ‘’ Cause not enough Police’’ and another adding that ‘’ There is a high police to civilian ratio’’. When taking into account all of the responses given over the two questions it seems that people are slowly beginning to feel that the police response is not enough with there being multiple references in the answers of how the police presence has fallen in recent years which could be also related to there being a large number of people over the age of 45 in the survey comparing policing back then to policing today. Another point to take into account is that 10 people said they were unsure which could show that they lived in areas where there is not a lot of crime which is also what some people responded with in question 9 saying that don't experience crime in their area so they don't know. Once again, a common theme that seemed to be arising is that people in the rural areas had experiences with the police and crime in their area when compared to South Wales police. 

The next set of questions which will be studied is question 10 and 11 which once again are closely linked. Question 10 was ‘’Which category has the biggest effect on your area?’’, there were 9 options which were available to be chosen from, and they were all types of crimes. Out of these 9 options the crime that seems to affect the participants was Public nuisance / Antisocial behaviour which had 9 people identify it as the biggest problem in their area, once again a lot of these answers were quite spread out but there were 0 people who thought that Cybercrime or Hate crimes were the biggest problem in their area which doesn't mean that it does not happen but shows the hidden nature of both crimes. Once again, the next question which was question 11 was just asking for an explanation of their answers. But bringing it back to question 10 first the reader will be able to notice that there are many different crime types which do have votes ranging theft which was the second highest with 8 votes all the way to Environmental crimes like fly tipping which only had 2 votes. While there seems to be some differences in the crimes reported they do not follow a general pattern of where they were based which was not expected as it was thought that there would be more of a clear difference between the crimes happening in urban and rural areas with Public nuisance crimes seeming to be the most common across all of the areas. Directly contradicting this is the 2 respondents who reported fly tipping in their area which both were from rural parts of the Dyfed-Powys area. 
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Now like mentioned before question 11 looks for an explanation of their answer for question 10 and as such is once a again a written answer meaning there are no statistics but from reading all of the responses there begins to once again have a couple of common trends with one common one being the Antisocial behaviour of some of the younger people in these towns and once again the people who answered the surveys have given their own suggestions of why this may be with one stating ‘’there is nothing for the young people to do’’ and another agreeing with this saying ‘’ a lot of bored kids who have no respect for the police’’. Another common trend which has been highlighted from the responses is the crimes of farm equipment being stolen and even livestock which shows the difference in the crimes in different areas and shows that as you move out of the more highly populated areas there are more and more antisocial crimes but also thefts and rubbish being dumped on peoples land. This aligns with what was expressed by CrimeSpotter UK (2026) and Countryside Alliance (2026), which it is important to note is made specifically for the crime of fly tipping. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548087]4.3 Conclusion 

With all of the data being collected collaborated and categorised it seems that a couple of themes have appeared including that the majority or respondents who answered that they lived in the Dyfed-Powys areas also live in areas they described to be as rural and that also there seems to be more of an older generation in these areas. Although some of these themes were expected there were some that was not, like the theme that crimes seemed to be consistent across all of the areas with there being much less of a difference than expected with the only outliers being the fly tipping respondents all being from rural areas which was expected. To be able to gather more precise information and results in the future it would be worthwhile to provide explanation of rural and urban areas and some of the crimes so that everyone who answers the questionnaire will be able to answer all questions in the future. Also, the questionnaire will be provided to more people next time with to try and ensure more balanced and varied answers to try and capture the opinions of a more varied and overall, a larger group.

[bookmark: _Toc228548088]5. Conclusion 

[bookmark: _Toc228548089]5.1 Introduction

The goal of this dissertation was, exploring how crime evolves between different areas. Putting a focus on the difference between rural and urban areas, to be able to do this effectively and fairly, to be able to do this these 3 objectives were created being noted below;
Objective 1 – Compare and contrast crime trends/data/statistics between rural and urban areas in South Wales to and how they have changed over time and why, which will be useful for preventative policing.
Objective 2 – Assess the policing response to changes in crime trends across rural and urban areas.
Objective 3 – Explore the public's perception on the changing nature of crime in their area and the polices response to these changes if any.

[bookmark: _Toc228548090]5.2 Objective 1

As the reader would have been able to notice from this dissertation, there has been a clear corelation between rural and urban areas and how the distribution in the areas of Dyfed-Powys and South Wales has significantly more highly populated urban areas in South Wales and on the other side there is a lot more rural areas in Dyfed-Powys. It is clear to see that as time has gone on the nature of crimes in these areas has been evolving and how this information has been used by the police to create the crime plans. And it was also found out that the type of crimes being committed around Wales are generally the same with differing rates and severity with the outlier being outlined in the findings chapter.

[bookmark: _Toc228548091]5.3 Objective 2 

This objective was to take a deeper look at how the police have responded to the changes and how the police have dealt with these differences including having force specific crime plans created by the PCC of each area, which by doing this also revealed the differences in the polices priorities. This section found out that overall the responses to these changes in crime have been handled well by the police shown by the decreasing crime rate for specific crimes while also understanding that other crimes have become a lot more frequent which is a problem the police will be facing in the future which they may never be able to catch up on. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548092]5.4 Objective 3 

This final objective was targeted at the opinions of the people living in these areas and tried to understand what they public though the biggest problems were and the general public perception of the police was which it found that people living in rural areas were generally more happy with the polices response to the crimes in their areas.

[bookmark: _Toc228548093]5.5 Limitations

As it has already been stated there were a number of limitations within this dissertation and although there were steps taken to try and limit the impact they clearly still had a role, weather it was the bias' of the people responding to questionnaire with these issues already being clearly stated and steps taken to try and combat them. Although measures had been already taken it is important to understand that there could be more done to combat these in the future and to think of more ways to combat them. 

[bookmark: _Toc228548094]5.6 Conclusion 

This research is important because it highlights some of areas that need to be improved on in the polices’ own collection of data and try to capture the opinions of the public which a lot of other data sources have missed. It is clear to see that there are still many changes to be made to the Police force not just in Wales but across the Whole of the UK and it is clear that the new PCC’s are taking a step in the right direction to not only try and capture the opinion of the general public but to also use data from the past to inform the future. 
So, for the recommendation while will be made from this research is for the police to put an even larger focus on the opinions on the general public to find ways to increase public responses for example by making better use of the neighbourhood policing teams to achieve this for example more meetings held in towns to spread the awareness and to catch the opinions of the general public then also increasing the amount that the police go into schools to spread awareness and educate the younger generation.
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Hello, my name is Zach and | am in my final year undertaking my undergraduate degree at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. This questionnaire forms part of my
research, which explores the geographical distribution of crime between rural and urban areas of South Wales and how this may inform preventative policing approaches.

Participation in this questionnaire is entirely voluntary and anonymous. The research is being conducted for educational purposes only.

You must be aged 18 or over to take part i this study.

By continuing beyond this point, you are confirming that you have read and understood the above information and that you consent to take part in this research.

Thank you for taking the time to participate — your contribution is greatly appreciated.

1. What is your age?
O 1825
O 2635
O 36-44
QO a5+




image9.png
2. What is your gender?

(O Female
O Male

(O Non-binary

(O Prefer not to say

3. What police force does your home address fall within?

(O South Wales Police
O Dyfed-Powys

O Gwent

(O North Wales
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4. Do you consider the area you live in to be:

O urban
O Rural

(O suburban

O Unsure

5. Complete the following sentence; “Over the past 5-10 years, crime in my area crime has... .

(O Increased

(O Decreased

(O Hasn't Changed

(O NotSure

6. Please explain your answer to question 5.

Enter your answer
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7. How safe would you say you feel in your area?
O Verysafe
(O Ssomewhat safe
O Unsure
(O somewhat unsafe
@)

Very unsafe

8. Do you feel that the police response to crime in your area is adequate?

9. Please explain your answer to question 8.

Enter your answer
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10. Which category do you feel has the greatest impact on your area?
(O Violent crime.
(O Public nuisance / Antisocial behaviour

Theft (including burglary)

Vehicle-related crime

Environmental (e.g. Fly Tipping)

Cybercrime

Hate crime

Drug-related crime

O O O O O O O

Youth-related crimes

11. Please provide an explanation of your answer to question 10.

Enter your answer
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12. Do you foresee the types of crimes happening in your area changing in the next 5-10 years?

13. Please expand on your answer to question 12.

Enter your answer

14. Are you aware of the Policing and Crime plan for your area?

O Yes
O No
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15. If you answered no to the previous question, would you like to find out what the Crime Plan is?

O Yes
O No

16. To what extent do you agree with the following statement? “The Police are adequately addressing current crime types and trends
within my community”.

(O strongly agree
Agree
Neutral

Disagree

O O O O

Strongly disagree
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