




This supporting paper will be showing a comparison between the United Kingdom & United States Firearm statistics including deaths, incidents, and firearm licensing. It will also debate whether it is time to arm all police officers within the UK. This will be analysed by looking into statistics of legalised licensed firearm holders & legally licensed firearm holders and the process of obtaining a firearms license. It will also include how many police officers are trained to carry firearms within the UK and the use of force with firearms used by armed police officers. 


President Barack Obama once said: “The United States of America is not the only country on Earth with violent or dangerous people. It doesn’t happen in other advanced countries. It’s not even close. And as I’ve said before, somehow, we’ve become numb to it, and we start thinking that this is normal” (Luckerson, 2023). In Barack Obama's speech, it emphasises that firearm incidents that cause bloodshed are considered normal as he’s descriptive in using the word ‘numb’ which shows how normal shootings are in America. The United States is arguably the most dangerous country for gun-related deaths as statistics ending in 2020 suggest that 54% of gun-related deaths were suicides, 43% were murder related and the remaining 3% were unintentional deaths (Gramlich, 2022). This suggests that guns are dangerous when taken in the wrong hands as the majority use them for self-harm mechanisms. According to studies undertaken in America, 32% of Americans personally carry their gun, and 44% say they have guns in their household (Saad, 2020). This suggests that it is common in America to own and carry guns as people are ‘numb’ to recognise the harm they can cause. Studies also gathered that in 2020 610 mass shooting incidents involving four or more people being injured or killed (BBC). This study emphasises the sheer amount of bloodshed that happens in America. 





In the United Kingdom, statistics show at the end of March 31st, 2021, there were 2% (36 people) of fatal firearm incidents which suggests the death rates are drastically lower than in America (Allen and Burton, “Firearm Crime Statistics in England & Wales”). Although within the UK there was a report of 69% of non-air firearms-related offences and 31% reported for air firearms offences recorded in March 2021 which does suggest firearm offences are used more often as unidentified, imitation and handgun firearms (Allen and Burton). In 2020/2021 there were a total of 35 killings by firearm compared to 30 in the previous year (Clugston, 2022). In the UK there were records of 156,033 firearm certificates on issue, with 548,521 shotgun certificates on issue & 565,929 people holding a firearm or shotgun certificate as of March 2021 (GOV.UK). There were are a recorded 617.171 firearm certificates as of March 31st, 2021, with 58% were rifles and 32% being sound moderators (GOV.UK, “Statistics on Firearm and Shotgun Certificates, England and Wales: April 2020 to March 2021”). 
 
To obtain a United Kingdom firearms license, it requires the applicant to undergo a medical fitness test which determines whether that person is mentally fit enough to use a firearm which must be declared by the applicant’s medical practitioner through a medical form (GOV.UK, “Guide on Firearms Licensing Law”). Research has shown the different ages related to firearm licensing and has found out that 94% (531,041) were male, 69% (391,053) aged 18 to 64 and 0.4% (2,084) aged 17 and below (GOV.UK, “Statistics on Firearm and Shotgun Certificates, England and Wales: April 2020 to March 2021”). Ending year of 31st March 2021, it was reported there were 4,988 applicants for firearms certificates with only 98% being accepted, 10,901 applicants for a shotgun certificate where 97% were accepted and 2,566 new conterminous applicants where 97% were accepted (GOV.UK). These statistics suggest there is a high success rate of being granted of having a firearm license, but this could suggest it is too easy to obtain one. 





In Bradford 2005, Sharon Beshenivsky a 38-year-old West Yorkshire police officer was responding to an armed response call when she was shot and murdered outside a travel agency (Ibbetson, “PC Sharon Beshenivsky”). Beshenivsky was outgunned and unmatched in comparison with the armed person known as 71-year-old Piran Dhitta Khan who was wanted on PNC for a fatal raid. Beshenivsky was accompanied by her colleague Teresa Milburn who was shot but survived. It was argued that Beshenivsky was wearing body armour which provided her with a limited amount of ballistic protection, but tragedy hit her aorta artery and damaged her spine which caused her chest to fill with blood. It was said that Piran Dhitta Khan was equipped with a MAC submachine gun which was unlicensed and was unknowingly obtained (Ibbetson, 2020). From this incident it suggests obtaining a high-powered firearm can be easily obtained and fatal for anyone such as Beshenivsky, as all officers should be able to counteract the conflict using what should be firearms in incidents like this. 

At the end of March 31st, 2022, there was a recording of 18,259 firearms operations with a total of 6,677 armed response officers being authorised to use firearms. (GOV.UK, “Police Use of Firearms Statistics, England and Wales: April 2021 to March 2022”). According to Clark (2022), there were a total of 6,192 officers licensed to carry firearms in England and Wales as of 2022. This suggests that most armed officers respond with firearms which could indicate the severity of the firearm cases seen (Allen and Burton).













With the findings, it concludes that it is reasonable to arm more police officers with firearms as the findings have shown that most people can obtain a firearm license easily. It could suggest that it’s too easy to obtain and further measures should be put in place to allow people to have licensed firearms. Sharon Beshenivsky's incident shows the importance of responding to a firearms incident with lethal weapons as it diminishes the risk to the public and reduces firearm offences as suspects would be matched with the same force of power from the police force such as being equipped with assault rifles and handguns. The statistics within the United Kingdom of murders, suicides and unintentional deaths of firearms suggest the use, permit and reasons should be questioned as someone holding a license should justify its use, safety and for possession. With the statistics suggesting a rise in firearm incidents of imitation firearms, handguns, air firearms and unidentifiable firearms, it suggests the need to reform the police powers of tools used and to equip more police officers with firearms to minimise the death toll and increase public safety and officer safety for a better and brighter future of the United Kingdom
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