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The aim of this dissertation is to analyse the relationship between religious extremism and domestic terrorism within England and Wales during the 21st century. The dissertation will explore and discuss important topics within this field of study. These topics will include the lack of universally agreed definitions for extremism and terrorism, terrorist attacks which have taken place in the UK throughout the 21st century, reasons why these individuals have committed acts of terror and how the reader can identify and report signs of religious extremism. 
To explore these important topics, the research which has been collected in this study has come from several different sources. These sources have included academic literature accessed from the UWTSD online library, documents released by the UK government and news articles released by organisations such as the BBC and The Guardian. By the conclusion of this dissertation, the reader will have an understanding to the complex history surrounding religious extremism and terrorism within England and Wales. 
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[bookmark: _Toc89379258]1.1 Introduction
Religious extremism and terrorism have become some of the most significant issues that our society has had to deal with over the past two decades. After the events of 9/11 and the 7/7 bombings, terrorist attacks orchestrated by religious extremists have become a common occurrence within western societies across the globe. This has ranged from large scale orchestrated attacks to smaller scale attacks caused by individuals with no affiliation to a terrorist organisation. The UK government and its security services have brought forward numerous strategies to deal with this rising problem, such as the CONTEST strategy which was brought forward in 2006 (Hardy 2015).
To make the dissertation easy to follow, it has been structured into five key chapters. The introductory chapter aims to set out the scope of the study and to provide the aims and objectives which will be completed by the end of the dissertation. The second chapter will contain a literature review consisting of academic papers, documents released by the government and published news articles. Through the methodology within chapter three, the research methods used within this study will be explored. The fourth chapter aims to analyse the research collected within the literature review and to complete the objectives which are set out within this introductory chapter. The final chapter will conclude the dissertation by summarising the research collected within the previous chapters to provide an understanding to the relationship between religious extremism and domestic terrorism.
[bookmark: _Toc89379259]1.2 Research Purpose
	The purpose of this study is to explore the relationship between both religious extremism and domestic terrorism within England and Wales. This dissertation aims to expand upon the already written literature surrounding the important issues of religious extremism and terrorism within our society. One of the aims of this dissertation is to provide those who may be unversed within this subject matter with a good foundation to further expand their knowledge in the future. As well as providing the reader with an understanding into the relationship between both religious extremism and terrorism, it also aims to provide them with the knowledge of how to identify signs of extremism and how they can successfully report this to assist those working within counter-extremism in preventing future acts of terror taking place within the United Kingdom. 


[bookmark: _Toc89379260]1.3 Aims and Objectives
	To also help conduct the study more effectively, the researcher has created four aims and objectives which will be completed by the end of this dissertation.
The aims of this study are the following:
i. To examine the already established scholarly literature to provide the reader with a clear understanding of the definitions and differences of both extremism and terrorism. 
ii. To analyse the different cases of domestic terrorism which have taken place within England and Wales throughout the 21st Century.
iii. Analyse how religious extremism can influence those to commit acts of terrorism.
iv. To discuss how extremism can be identified and how this can prevent domestic terrorism from taking place within our society. 
The Objectives of the study which will be completed by the end of this study are:
i. Through the research collected within the literature review, provide clear understandings of the definitions of extremism and terrorism.
ii. With scholarly literature and news articles, provide the reader with an in-depth account of acts of domestic terror which have taken place in England and Wales.
iii. Through the collected research, develop the readers understanding as to how religious extremism can push individuals into committing terrorist attacks.
iv. After analysing the research collected within this study, provide the reader with the ability to identify signs of religious extremism within an individual and to understand where this critical information can be reported to.
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[bookmark: _Toc89379262]2.1 Introduction
	Within the United Kingdom both religious extremism and terrorism are an important issue which security services must face daily. According to the Home Office (2021), between the 1st of April 2020 and the 31st of March 2021 there were a total of 166 arrests made within the United Kingdom relating to terrorist activity. Although the number of arrests dropped by a total of 37% compared to the year prior (which could be linked to the Coronavirus pandemic which has rapidly spread worldwide), the threat level of the UK remains at ‘SUBSTANTIAL’ according to MI5, which indicates that a terrorist attack is likely to occur at any given time (MI5 2021). The aim of the literature review is to provide the reader with an understanding between the relationship of both religious extremism and terrorism. Furthermore, it also aims to educate the reader into the domestic terror attacks which have taken place in England and Wales over the past two decades by religious extremists. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379263]2.2 Defining Terrorism
	Although terrorism has been a popular widely used term over the past century, scholars and organisations have found it difficult to agree on one singular definition. One of the first attempts made by a major organisation to provide a legal definition to the term terrorism was by the League of Nations during the early 20th Century. After the events of the First World War several nations including the UK and the US came together to form a coalition to bring peace and prosperity across the globe to prevent more conflicts from escalating. The League of Nations officially came into formation on the 10th of January 1920 (Hudson 1924, p.436), when the Covenant of the League of Nations officially came into effect after it had been signed during the Treaty of Versailles a year prior on the 28th of June 1919 (Garner 1920, p.70).  
	After a number of assassination attempts and incidents of political violence throughout Europe during the 1920’s and 1930’s, the League was pushed to release the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of Terrorism (Galicki 2005, p.743). After several different drafts on how to correctly define terrorism, they concluded by stating that terrorism is “criminal acts directed against a state and intended or calculated to create a state of terror in the minds of particular persons, or a group of persons or the general public” (Saul 2006). By using this definition, it could be perceived that acts of terrorism can only be directed at the state, which would include governmental institutions or other political organisations. 
	Unfortunately, the League of Nations Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of Terrorism had several issues which prevented it from being the officially adopted definition. One of the main issues was that certain nations would not ratify the definition given, one of these being the United Kingdom. They stated that they declined to ratify the convention due to “an anticipation of the difficulty of framing the relevant domestic legislation” (Franck & Lockwood, Jr., 1974, p.70). As a result of some of the major members of the League like the UK declining to ratify the convention, the definition was not officially accepted by the League of Nations. 
	A decade later following the events of the Second World War, the League of Nations transitioned from a small organisation consisting of a total of 58 member states at its peak to the United Nations which currently has 193 member states as of 2021 (United Nations 2021). The United Nations Charter was signed on the 26th of June 1945 in San Francisco after months of drafting by the founding member states (UN Research 2021). Although the charter was signed prior to the Second World War ending, the rules and regulations included within it would not come into force until after the war had ended (Weiss 2015, p.1224). Due to the lack of support the convention on terrorism had during the period in which the League of Nations was active, the Convention on Prevention and Punishment of Terrorism was not rediscussed when the United Nations charter was signed and the work which was put into trying to provide a universal definition for Terrorism was abandoned (Schmid 2004, p.385)
	Due to this missed opportunity by both the League of Nations and the United Nations almost a century ago, scholars within criminology and organisations across the globe have scrambled over the past few decades to try and provide a clear and concise definition for terrorism. In the case for the United Kingdom, they tried to introduce a universal definition in the Terrorism Act 2000 which could be used throughout the UK’s legal system. The act defines Terrorism as “an action or a threat which is aimed or designed to influence the government or intimidate the public and the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or racial ideological cause” (Legislation 2000, p.1). 
[bookmark: _Toc89379264]2.3 United Kingdom’s Terrorism Definition
	In 2006 the UK government under the leadership of Labour’s Tony Blair brought forward the Terrorism Act 2006. The aim of the new act was to expand and reform any legislation which would assist counter-terrorist agencies in protecting the UK from any threats of terrorism in the years to follow. The act was brought forward after the events of the infamous 7/7 bombings which took place in London on the 7th of July 2005 (Walker 2006). One of the new legislations added into the act of 2006 was that if an individual was found to have been involved with the preparation of any terrorist act or they were caught training for a terrorist act then they could face a lifetime prison sentence (GOV.UK 2006). 
	According to Alan Greene (2017) there are several issues with the United Kingdom only having one legal definition for terrorism and using it for many different scenarios within the legal system. One of the main issues that he brings forward is that the Legislation on terrorism does not distinguish the differences between those who are terrorists and those who are freedom fighters. Due to this complication and uncertainty of what the difference is between a terrorist and a freedom fighter, one could argue that the United Kingdom has funded and supported terrorist organisations in the past rather than freedom fighter groups. 
	One of the most recent instances in which the United Kingdom has supported a group of freedom fighters was between 2012 and 2018. After the Conservative government under the leadership of David Cameron lost a critical vote in the House of Commons on the 29th of August 2013 in which the United Kingdom would take military action against the Syrian Government led by President Bashar al-Assad for the supposed chemical weapon attacks in Ghouta, Syria (Strong 2014) Although they were defeated in the House of Commons in using UK military forces in Syria to combat Assad’s regime, instead the UK government offered financial and military aid to a number of rebel groups to combat the Syrian governments forces. During this period, the BBC and other British news sources reported on the involvement of the UK in Syria, this included news reports on how the former Foreign Secretary William Hague stated that the UK would provide Syrian rebels with armoured vehicles to combat Assad’s government (BBC 2013a). 
	One of the most recent developments within Afghanistan has caused a major issue for both the United Kingdom’s government as well as the rest of the western world. The Islamic extremist religio-politcal movement known as the ‘Taliban’ have successfully taken over the majority of Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan and are working on creating a Taliban controlled government (Associated Press News 2021). To many governments throughout the world the Taliban are identified as being a terrorist organisation, so the prospect of working alongside a future government controlled by the Taliban may be very worrying for the future security of the United Kingdom. The British Army was stationed within Afghanistan from 2001 until 2014 to combat the problem of the Taliban (Warren 2017), however a few years after they have withdrawn the Taliban are set to rule the control the country and rule the population with their violent nature.
	Current Prime Minister of the UK Boris Johnson stated that the government would be continuously working to find a solution to the situation which is occurring within Afghanistan. After attending an emergency COBRA meeting (Civil Contingencies committee to handle national and global emergencies), Johnson confirmed that the UK government would be willing to work with the Taliban to handle the issue within Afghanistan if it was necessary (The Independent 2021). By accepting to work alongside a terrorist organisation which has a vast history of violence and human rights violations, it may give off the message that the United Kingdom will accept the atrocities that terror organisations have done rather than being in opposition to them. 
	By using the definitions for Terrorism provided by both the United Kingdom’s legal system and the older League of Nations definition, it could be argued that because the Syrian rebel forces were in fact a terrorist group. Due to both definitions stating that influencing the state or government through an action or some form of criminal act, then it could be perceived that the Syrian rebels are indeed terrorists for taking up violent action by combating the Syrian government during this time. From this one could also argue that although the UK government condemns terrorist organisations, they were in fact supporting one according to their own definition found in the Terrorism Act 2000. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379265]2.4 Terrorism – Continued 
	Academic scholars over the decades have discussed on the issue whether an individual should be categorised as a freedom fighter or a terrorist for the violent actions that they are undertaking. According to Robert Kennedy (1999) the advantage that the definition for Terrorism which is used by the United States has is that it is quite clear as to what terrorism is. According to the US, the act of Terrorism involves politically motivated violence which is intended to cause a threat or harm to civilians or other non-combatants (Federal Bureau of Investigation 2021).
 L. Frederick E. Goldie (1987) highlights an article titled ‘How to tell a Terrorist’ which was published by the Economist in 1986, within this article it aims to distinguish the differences between a freedom fighter and a terrorist. The author of the article states that the primary difference between the two is the target they are aiming to attack. It indicates that freedom fighters aim is to attack military targets and who pose a threat, while terrorists primary aim is to injure or kill civilians and non- combatants. If one was to focus on the definitions of Terrorism provided by both the United States and the points raised within The Economist article highlighted by L.F.E Goldie, then one could counteract the argument in which the Syrian rebels supported by the UK were a terrorist group rather than a group of freedom fighters fighting against a corrupt regime. 


Political Scientist Paul Wilkinson (2006) explains that terrorist organisations or movements can be categorised into four different groups. By creating these categories, it allows criminologists and other scholars to easily identify different types of terrorist organisations solely based on their political beliefs and motivations. These four categories are Religio-Political groups, Ethno-nationalistic groups, Single-Issue groups, and Ideological groups. 
The first category Wilkinson discusses are the Ethno-nationalist groups. Movements and organisations within this category perform acts of terror for political reasons or motivations related to ethnicity. Over the past decade the United Kingdom has had to deal with several terrorist organisations which would be labelled as ethno-nationalist terrorist organisations, the most infamous being the Irish Republican Army (Umbrasas 2017). For nationalist organisations such as the Irish Republican Army, the primary motivation is to achieve control of the state that they are based in or to gain independence away from the supposed “oppressing” authority who controls the state (Sanchez-Cuenca 2007, p.289). The IRA’s motivation for committing acts of terror throughout the 20th century was for the reunification of the North and South of Ireland, as well as the removal of the British military and State from Ireland. Another notable organisation which would fall within this category would be the Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (abbreviated to ETA). This organisation aims to provide independence for the Basque region located within Northern Spain and southern France. Like the Irish Republican Army, the ETA is ready to use violence as a means of achieving their goal of indepenance (Alonso & Reinares 2005).
The second category of terrorist groups was those who are Ideological groups. Those groups within this category aim to promote their belief system (political or religious) by committing acts of terror against the state or its people (Martin 2014, p.82). Those who are a part of these groups believe that their ideological beliefs justify acts of violence and terror that they cause against innocents or the state. One of the most notorious groups which would fall into this category was the Red Brigades of the 20th century. The Red Brigade was an Italian Communist guerrilla group which were guilty of kidnapping and executing the former Italian Prime Minister Aldo Moro in 1978 (Drake 2006, p.114). They committed acts of violence throughout the 20th century because they believed that they were representing the working class of Italian society and by defeating the Italian government, they would encourage the people to take up arms and embrace a communist revolution (Sundquist 2010, p.55). 
The third category would consist of Religio-politcal terrorist groups. Terrorist organisations which fall within this category have become the most prominent in Britain and the western world throughout the 21st Century. One of the most infamous organisations within this category would be the Islamic Palestinian fundamentalist group called Hamas. The primary aim of Hamas is to liberate the land of Palestine from the control of the Israeli government, once they have achieved this, the group aim to create an Islamic controlled state (Frisch 2015, p.9). Hamas was founded in retaliation to the creation of the state of Israel in 1948 (Stein 2009). Members belonging to this organisation believe that Palestinian land was stolen by the Israeli government and the best way of dealing with this issue is through violent and dangerous strategies. These strategies include bombing Israeli civilians and firing rockets at the Israeli defence force situated on the border between Israel and Gaza (Johannsen 2011, p.46).
Emerson and Hartman (2006) highlight how Islamic terrorist groups commit acts of terror for religio-politcal reasons rather than for the religion of Islam itself. They also point out how Islamic fundamentalist groups are committing these acts of violence in countries where the state has heavily restricted its population in expressing religious freedom and expression, but instead enforce a singular religion on the masses, i.e., previously in areas of Syria where ISIS controlled. 
The final category in which terrorist groups can be categorised in is those who are Single-issue groups. Unlike those mentioned within the previous three categories, these terrorist groups are willing to commit acts of violence and terror in pursuit of a change in political legislation or to change the behaviour of the society that they live in (Ackerman & Kouloganes 2019, p.316). One of the notable examples of a single-issue terror group which has been prevalent in the UK over the past century was the Animal Rights Militia. The belief that animal abuse should be stopped would be seen as being honourable and courageous by many members of the public, however those belonging to this group took this belief to an extreme. In 1982, the ARM decided to send letter bombs to the leading figures of the four most popular political parties in the United Kingdom at this time, which would have included former Conservative Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (Monaghan 1999, p.161). 
[bookmark: _Hlk80225412]Yener Altunbaş and John Thornton (2011) from the University of Bangor released a journal article analysing Islamic terrorist which are homegrown within the United Kingdom. Within their study, they took a sample size of a total of 1440 Muslims from the UK, from the sample there was a total of 77 homegrown terrorists. By analysing several different characteristics including age, education level and employment, the study showed that UK Muslims which are younger in age and have achieved a higher level of education are more likely to participate in terrorist activities. Within their study’s conclusion, both Altunbaş and Thornton call attention to the fact that when discussing and analysing domestic terrorism, factors such as unemployment and poor education may not be the primary characteristics found within homegrown terrorists. 	
[bookmark: _Toc89379266]2.5 Defining Extremism
	Like terrorism, the aim to create a universally accepted definition for the term extremism has yet to be achieved. Governments and other policing organisations across the globe have created several different definitions to try and give an understanding as to what extremism is. One of the problems with extremism is that due to its broad nature and there being no universally agreed definition, most people will use it interchangeably with the term’s radicalisation and terrorism. 
	Unlike radicalisation and terrorism, extremism was not widely used by organisations and governmental bodies until the late 20th century. One of the first instances of extremism being used was in 1974 by the ‘Verfassungsschutz’, which was the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution belonging to the former Republic of Germany (Bötticher 2017). They used the term extremism to refer to those who will go out and commit any acts which are in opposition to their laws and beliefs. During the Cold War period Germany was split into two different states, the West being supported by capitalist nations such as the United Kingdom and the United States, while East Germany was under the strong influence of the communist Soviet Union (Patton 1999. P.2). Anybody who would be threatening West Germany’s democratic beliefs i.e., those belonging to the Communist Party under the influence of the Soviet Union would be considered an extremist and a threat to the country’s security. 
	The United Kingdom’s definition of extremism has had a few alterations over the past few decades. David Cameron’s Conservative Government released a definition in its Counter Extremism Strategy in 2015, it stated that				
“Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our shared values. These include democracy and the rule of law, mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs. We also consider calling for the death of our armed forces either in the UK or overseas to be extremism.” (HM Government 2015).
	Alongside this definition, the strategy included several different examples of how extremism can or has taken place in British society. This included individuals justifying terrorist acts committed by Islamic extremist groups such as ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) or promoting hatred and division by uploading videos of violent extremists online trying to spread their message. 
Prior to this definition being brought forward in 2015, when it came to trying to deal with extremism in the UK, the government’s primary focus was on dealing with the rise of Islamic extremism rather than all types of extremism. After the horrific events of 9/11 in the United States the Labour Government under Tony Blair in 2003 developed a counter-extremism strategy called CONTEST to deal with the rising threat of Islamic terrorist across the globe (Gregory 2009, p.1). Within the strategy the government created four key principals to try and prevent extremism and terrorism from occurring in the UK, these principals being Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare (HM Government 2006, p.1). 
The Prevent Principle focused on preventing individuals to be drawn into an extremist ideology or group and in turn become radicalised. From 2003 the government has tried to combat radicalisation of individuals by trying to work alongside other sectors across the UK, this includes the education sector as they believe Muslim youths are some of the most vulnerable in our society when it comes to the issue of radicalisation (Dudenhoefer 2018, p.154).
The Pursue principle consisted of the different methods in which the government would deal with reducing and preventing any extremist or terrorist threats to the United Kingdom’s national security. This would include how policing organisations such as MI5 would gather intelligence on terrorist cells to how the United Kingdom would cooperate with international policing organisations like Europol and Interpol to reduce any threats (Hardy 2015). One of the key aspects of this principle is the legislation that the government puts through to distribute terrorism taking place in the UK. An example of one of these legislations would be from the Crime and Security Act of 2001, although it is no longer in force currently, the government allowed for the indefinite detention without charge or trial for those who were believed to be a terrorist and threaten the national security of the UK (Elliot 2010).
The Protect principle aims to strengthen the security of the United Kingdom and any of its assets across the globe from terrorist threats. This has included increasing police numbers across the country, improving border security and protecting the public. One of the ways in which the government has tried to strengthen this aspect is its increase in firearms officers across the UK. In 2019 the NPCC (2019a) reported that the Home Office had increased the numbers of firearms officers from 1014 in 2016 to 6653 in 2019 after investing £143 million. By investing into the Police and other security forces, the UK puts itself in a greater position when dealing with religious extremists and any acts of terror which takes place domestically.
The final principle of the CONTEST strategy is Prepare, this aspect aims to make sure that the UK is in the best position that it could possibly be In the event of a domestic attack taking place by any terrorist organisation on UK soil. 
In 2011, the government brought forward an updated version of the Prevent strategy to deal with the rising extremism problem. One of the key changes in the updated strategy was for the governmental authorities to widen their focus on the types of extremism which is taking place within the United Kingdom. Chapter 6 of the strategy provides the framework for how the Prevent strategy will be conducted. The noticeable changes are that the government will aim to prevent terrorism by challenging non-violent ideas that are a part of a greater extremist ideology which poses a threat to the United Kingdom (HM Government 2011, p.23). 
 In 2015 the department for Education (2015) brought forward a document titled ‘The Prevent Duty’. This document brought forward advice for those who work alongside children in the UK to prevent extremism and help children to have resilience towards radicalisation. This advice included informing staff to be knowledgeable about the local area and to be able to identify risk to children who may be more susceptible to radicalisation. One of the ways in which the government tried to educate those working with children was with an educational workshop called WRAP (Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent). This short workshop helps those identify the process of radicalisation and how they can help support those who are affected by it (HM Government 2016). 
One of the major criticisms the UK government has faced on their Prevent strategy is that it Is that is a prime example of Islamophobia. According to the All-Party Parliamentary Group (2018), they define Islamophobia as ‘a type of racism that targets expressions of Muslimness or perceived Muslimness’. By this definition one could perceive the government’s attempts of monitoring and dealing with forms of Islamic ideology which are linked to extremism or terrorism as acts of Islamophobia. Although this definition was brought forward by an organisation compromised by several different Members of Parliament from parties across the UK political system, such as former Conservative MP Anna Soubry and Labour MP Wes Streeting, the definition was heavily criticised and rejected by the government. 
One of the criticisms of this definition came forward by Martin Hewitt who serves as the Chairman of the Police Chief’s Council. In 2018 when discussing the APPG’s proposed definition for Islamophobia he stated that:
                                     “We are concerned that the definition is too broad as currently drafted, could cause confusion for officers enforcing it and could be used to challenge legitimate free speech on the historical or theological actions of Islamic states. There is also a risk it could also undermine counter-terrorism powers, which seek to tackle extremism or prevent terrorism” – (The Guardian 2019).
When Hewitt states that this definition could challenge legitimate free speech, he is implying that Islam like all other religions and ideologies should be open to criticism and discussion. Once you bring forward a definition like what the APPG intended to do, then those who may criticise Islam in any capacity (historically or currently) could be considered racist. One of the key issues with bringing forward this definition would be how it affects police organisations dealing with threats to the UK’s security. The Head of Counter Terrorism Policing for the NPCC Neil Basu stated that: 
“It would potentially allow those investigated by police and the security services for promoting extremism, hate and terrorism to legally challenge any investigation and potentially undermine many elements of counter terrorism powers and policies on the basis that they are ‘Islamophobic’. That cannot be allowed to happen” – (NPCC 2019b). 
[bookmark: _Toc89379267]2.6 The Complex relationship between Extremism and Terrorism
	The relationship between these two concepts has been a complicated one for those working within this field of study. There are those who have brought the argument forward that not all forms of extremism lead to acts of terrorism. Kieran Ford (2020) in his article ‘A Pacifist Perspective on Countering Extremism’ makes the argument that Pacifism can be seen as being a form of extremism. Pacifists oppose all forms of violence and aggression e.g., taking up arms and going to war like the United Kingdom did during the conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq in the early 2000’s. 
In relation to the argument made by Kieran Ford, there are religions across the globe which could be considered extremist due to their pacifist ideologies. One of the most famous religious groups in the 21st century which practise pacifism are Quakers. They are a branch of Protestant Christianity which believe that all forms of violence and conflict go against God’s teachings, so one of their most important values is their pacifism (Weddle 2001, p.226). Although they do not take up any forms of violence, they could be seen as being religious extremists for their beliefs.
One form of extremism which has caused some complications for the UK government over the past few decades has been ‘Domestic Extremism’. An organisation which has brought up this issue surrounding Domestic Terrorism has been NETPOL (The Network for Police Monitoring). They claim that they have campaigned over the last decade trying to highlight that the UK government does not have a legal definition for the term ‘domestic extremist’ and allow the police service to use the term freely when describing those who supposedly protest in a peaceful manner (NETPOL (2021). 
NETPOL have also made the argument that the term ‘Domestic Extremist’ is too broad which allows for peaceful organisations to be categorised together with groups which have a history of violence. To support this argument, they reference a quote from Lord David Anderson who worked alongside MI5 as an independent reviewer of UK terrorism legislation. He stated that Domestic Extremism was:
	“An amorphous concept, stretching from groups which currently pose no more than occasional public order concerns (animal rights, anti-fracking) to attack-planning by associates of the proscribed XRW (extreme right-wing) terrorist organisation National Action” (Anderson 2019, p.30).
[bookmark: _Toc89379268]2.7 Acts of Terror taking place in England and Wales 21st Century
	Over the past century the United Kingdom has had to face several acts of terrorism taking place on its soil. Throughout the latter half of the 20th century alone the UK government had to deal with ethno-nationalist terrorist groups like the IRA and members from the Democratic Revolutionary Front for the Liberation of Arabistan who were responsible for the siege on the Iranian Embassy in London in 1980 (Behravesh 2012). Unfortunately, after the turn of the millennium the number of terrorist acts taking place domestically did not end, instead a new problem arose with Islamic fundamentalists committing many acts of terror over the past two decades. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379269]2.8 The 7/7 Bombing
	The first incident of Islamic terrorism took place in London on the 7th of July 2005, commonly known as the ‘7/7’ bombings. On that day four Islamic extremists detonated suicide vests across London’s public transport system, this attack killed a total of 52 people while injuring several hundred more. Three of the bombs were detonated on the London Underground near Liverpool Street station, Edgware Road station and Russell Square Station. The fourth suicide vest was detonated on one of London’s double decker buses at Tavistock Square, which is located closely to Russell Square (Lambrou 2014, p.36).
	Out of the four terrorists responsible for the horrible events of the 7/7 bombings, three of the members were British born and seemed like normal members of society. Mohammad Sidique Khan (responsible for the Edgware Road station train bombing) was a teaching assistant in a primary school in Beeston, Leeds where he was born and raised (FT Reporters 2005, p.1). It is believed that Khan followed the teachings of Islam after his troubled youth, however after the event of 9/11, Khan became radicalised in his views (BBC 2011). Metropolitan Police were informed that during his time as a teacher Khan would abuse his power as a teacher and mentor to the children at his school, that he would take his students to a bookstore that he helped run and would try and radicalise the children to sharing his Islamic fundamentalist views (The Guardian 2011).
 Khan was the leader and co-ordinator of the attack which took place in London on that day. Prior to the event he recorded and broadcast a video of himself justifying the actions that he and his accomplices would take for Islam. In the video he can be heard stating: 
	“Your democratically elected governments continuously perpetuate atrocities against my people all over the world, and your support of them makes you directly responsible, just as I am directly responsible for protecting and avenging my Muslim brothers and sisters. Until we feel security, you will be our targets, and until you stop the bombing, gassing, imprisonment, and torture of my people we will not stop this fight” – (Wright-Neville & Smith 2009, p.86).
	From this speech that he made in his broadcast, we can see that Khan shared the same belief as many other Islamic extremists that because of the actions of the UK government in the Middle East, that it was justification for him to carry out his plan. Rather than directing his focus on members of parliament who voted on the military action which affected his “Muslim brothers and sisters”, he instead killed and injured several hundred civilians which could have included members of the Muslim community he supposedly was fighting for. 
	As well as Khan, one of the other bombers by the name of Shehzad Tanweer who was responsible for the bombing near Liverpool Train station, also recorded a video which was later broadcast. In this video he stated “What you have witnessed now is only the beginning of a string of attacks that will continue and become stronger” (The Guardian 2006). Although Khan’s terrorist cell all died during the events of the 7/7 bombings, Islamic extremists continued to arise over the next decade and a half attempting to create casualties similar in scope to this infamous incident. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379270]2.9 Roshonara Choudhry
	Five years after the event of the 7/7 bombing, the next major incident involving an Islamic extremist committing an act of terrorism took place. On the 14th of May 2010, the Labour MP for the East Ham (A district for the London Borough of Newham) constituency, Stephen Timms was stabbed by an Islamic extremist by the name of Roshonara Choudhry (Pickford 2015). Choudhry was a 21-year-old university student at Kings College in London, from an Islamic Bangladeshi background. At the time of arrest Choudhry was the first and only female Islamic extremist which was arrested in the United Kingdom (The Guardian 2010a) until the arrest of Safaa Boular in 2018. 
	Dr Elizabeth Pearson (2016) examines the case of Roshonara Choudhry by analysing how she transitioned from promising student to lone wolf extremist. In the article she examines how Choudhry explains her road to Islamic radicalisation and why she attempted to assassinate MP Stephen Timms through several different police interviews. According to these interviews she explains that prior to the assassination attempt she discovered sermons of an Islamic extremist preacher called Anwar Al Awlaki from the video sharing platform of YouTube (The Guardian 2010a). After watching an excessive amount of these sermons, she made the move from watching videos on Youtube and joined an online forum called ‘Revolution Muslim’ where extremists can have discussions on their views. 
	The now deleted Revolution Muslim, was an Islamic extremist organisation and website which was dedicated with the extremist idea that there should be a creation of an Islamic state which believed and followed traditional Islamic teachings and scriptures. To push this idea forward and to try and recruit new members to the group, founders Yousef al-Khattab (formerly known as Leonard Cohen) and Younes Abdullah Muhammad (formerly known as Jesse Curtis Morton) uploaded and allowed extremist propaganda pieces to be uploaded to their website (Levian 2015). The two founders were both arrested in 2011 for terror-related charges in the US, Morton was charged and imprisoned for commanding his followers on the website to locate the creators of South Park and execute them. Although he was sentenced to 11 and a half years imprisonment, he later was released in 2015 after cooperating with US authorities and becoming an informant (Counter extremism Project 2021).
After visiting the website and watching hours of sermons and propaganda videos, Choudhry became radicalised and was prepared to act out in violence against those who she believed had wronged Islam. Her target for her attack was her local MP Stephen Timms, after visiting the Beckton community centre where Mr Timms was stationed, Choudhry armed with a knife stabbed Timms in the chest twice before being restrained by security. She explains that she went ahead and planned this attack on the MP due to his voting record in the House of Commons with the UK’s involvement in the Iraqi War of 2003 (BBC 2010). After being arrested by Metropolitan Police, Choudhry was later sentenced to life imprisonment, with a minimum sentence of 15 years at the Old Bailey courthouse (The Guardian 2010b).
	In an article written by Seran De Leede (2018), she examines the role of women from the Islamic community in performing Jihad. Within Islam the term ‘Jihad’ refers to the struggle in the path of God (Putra & Sukabdi 2013), however over the centuries scholars have discussed and created many interpretations of what Jihad entails. When one refers to the ‘greater Jihad’ they are referring to the personal struggle one suffers and to combat the evil within oneself, while the term ‘lesser Jihad’ refers to the real-life conflict Muslims will face to defend their faith, this has historically included fighting and killing their enemies (Cook 2015). It is also believed by Islamic scholars like Ibn e Tamia that Jihad can only be directed at others by a valid Islamic government (Peters 1996). By using this understanding of Jihad by Ibn e Tamia, groups like al-Qaeda and other Islamic terrorist cells which have appeared previously have no authority to claim that the violent actions that they conduct is a legitimate act of Jihad.   Although in the combat aspect of lesser Jihad was primarily undertaken by Muslim men, in the past few decades female Islamic extremists have also started to participate in violent means. 
De Leede (2018) explains how it is very rare to find any females in a leadership role within any of these Islamic terrorist cells, however they play a significant role by performing the supporting role for the men of the organisation. This supportive role that these women play have included them spreading extremist propaganda throughout the Islamic community in hopes of recruiting more members for their cause, radicalising their children to become future members of their terrorist groups, and assisting their husbands in any means possible. However, over the past few decades there has been several instances in which female members of terrorist groups have gone ahead and become martyrs to their causes by becoming suicide bombers. One of the first instances of a woman from an Islamic background becoming a suicide bomber was in Jerusalem on the 27th of January 2002. A 27-year-old Palestinian woman by the name of Wafa Idris, a former paramedic who worked alongside a Palestinian charity called the Red Crescent society. In retaliation to the conflict between Palestine and Israeli forces, Idris detonated a backpack full of explosives killing 1 and injuring over 140 others who were nearby to the explosion (Bloom 2007, p.67).
[bookmark: _Toc89379271]2.10 Murder of Lee Rigby 
[bookmark: _Hlk79860848]	One of the most infamous acts of terrorism which has taken place within England and Wales over the past two decades took place in Woolwich, London on the 22nd of May 2013. On this date a Soldier belonging to the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers named Lee Rigby was run over by a Vauxhall Tigra and then shortly attacked by his attackers using a set of knives and a cleaver (McEnery, McGlashan & Love 2015, p.238). It is believed that the attackers targeted Lee Rigby since they noticed that he was wearing a piece of clothing depicting the charity ‘Help for Heroes’, this charity aims to help and provide support to veterans who served in the British Armed Forces. Unknown to the attackers but Rigby was also a former soldier who previously had been deployed to serve in the Helmand province of Afghanistan in 2009 (GOV UK 2013).
	The two attackers responsible for the murder of Lee Rigby were Michael Oluwatobi Adebowale and Michael Olumide Adebolajo. These two individuals were both British born Islamic extremists who are from Nigerian descent. Previously to the attack it is believed that both men were known to British intelligence services like MI5 to have had connections to other Islamic extremist terrorist cells such as al-Muhajiroun (Sarma 2017, p.278). An attempt was made by both attackers to attempt to behead the corpse of Lee Rigby, however they were stopped by surrounding members of the public before they could completely mutilate the body. Once confronted by members of the public, Michael Adebowale delivered a rant about the killing by stating “The only reason we have killed this man today is because Muslims are dying daily by British soldiers and this British soldier is one; he is an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” (McEnery, McGlashan & Love 2015, p.238).
	According to the British Newspaper organisation The Telegraph (2013a), Adebowale continued this extremist rant by saying “Through many passages in the Quran we must fight them as they fight us… You people will never be safe… leave our lands and you will live in peace”. Both Adebolajo and Adebowale converted to Islam throughout their teenage years and embraced radical views which are associated with Islamic extremist terrorist cells such as al-Qaeda. In the case of Michael Adebolajo, he was raised in a strict Christian family and was taught to study the Bible in detail (The Telegraph 2013b), however due to unfortunate circumstances including the death of his nephew and a history of taking illegal substances, he converted from his Christian background and joined Islam. 
	Regarding Adebowale’s conversion to Islam, after spending time within the Feltham Young Offenders institution in his teenage years (BBC 2013b), it is believed that the al-Muhajiroun organisation, who have had a history targeting prisoners who are in the UK’s prison system targeted him at his most fragile state and radicalised him to become the murderer and terrorist that we know today. According to The Independent (2013), Adebowale and Adebolajo both met each other while studying at the University of Greenwich which is a short distance to the area in which the murder of Lee Rigby took place. 
	Authors Imran Awan and Mohammed Rahman (2016) notice that after the event of Lee Rigby’s death, there were numerous issues raised in how the British media reported and portrayed what had happened. One of the main complaints which was raised by the public was how news programmes such as those aired by ITV, were showing the recorded rant by Michael Adebowale to the public. One of the issues with this being shown to the public is that the two attackers wanted their message to be shared to a wider audience. Instead of making sure their extremist message could not be broadcast to those who could be easily radicalised within the Muslim community. 
	One of the major concerns which arose after the Lee Rigby death was the rise of anti-Muslim hatred which was posted online. In their research to analyse hate speech on the social media platform Twitter, Pete Burnap and Matthew L. Williams (2015) focused on the messages which were posted after the events of the Woolwich attack. Out of the 450,000 ‘tweets’ posted (messages posted publicly by a user), they sampled 1,901 of the tweets and examined them in detail. Out of the sampled tweets over 222 included hateful and derogatory messages against those belonging to the Black and Muslim communities living in the United Kingdom. Far-Right nationalist groups such as the English Defence League (known as the EDL) used the death of Lee Rigby as a propaganda piece to recruit more members to their cause and as an excuse to get involved in violent protests across the country (Innes et al. 2018). 
	In parallel to Choudhry and the four attackers who orchestrated the attacks of the 7/7 bombings, the reasoning behind the murder of Lee Rigby was because of the United Kingdom’s involvement in the Iraq war of 2003. In Adebolajo’s rant he makes it clear that Islamic extremists will continue to attack innocent members of the British public if the United Kingdom continue to have a military presence in Islamic countries in the Middle East.
[bookmark: _Toc89379272]2.11 Manchester Arena Bombing
	On the 22nd of May 2017, an Islamic Extremist by the name of Salman Ramadan Abedi detonated a suicide vest in the Manchester Arena. At the arena over 14,000 people attended a live music performance from the popular pop singer by the name of Ariana Grande. Although the detonation took place within the foyer of the arena, it ended up killing a total of 23 people while also injuring over 250 others from the audience (Blackbourn, Kayis & McGarrity 2018). This act of terror has been the largest in terms of casualties seen in England and Wales since the 7/7 bombings over a decade earlier. Those who died and who were injured in the attack included young children, teenagers, and their parents. 
	The Islamic Extremist Salman Ramadan Abedi, was a 22-year-old Libyan born refuge who moved to Manchester with the rest of his family. The reasoning for his family’s escape from Libya was due to the regime of Colonel Muammar Gaddafi (Hankiss 2018, p.61). Once he had settled in England, Salman adapted well to British society, through his education he managed to gather a place at the University of Salford in 2014 to study a degree in business and management, however he left the course before he could complete it. According to an article written by The Guardian (2017), Salman was apparently a well-known family man and a massive football fan who supported Manchester United. However due to his involvement with criminal gangs which were active in the area in which Salman lived in, he got involved with these gangs and became radicalised to their extremist views which included the views of Islamic extremists. 
	 It was reported by British news outlets that Salman travelled back to Libya in 2011 with his father. During his return to Libya, he took up arms and participated in the Libyan Civil war which ended the Gaddafi regime and ended Colonel Muammar Gaddafi’s life. In an article about the United Kingdom’s foreign policy and its relationship with Islamic extremism, Australian journalist John Pilger (2017) discussed Salman’s links with extremism. In the article he states that Salman was a member of an extremist group by the name of the Libyan Islamic Fighting group (also known as LIFG). He further explains how although MI5 were aware of the organisation’s presence within Manchester and the rest of the United Kingdom, however UK security services under the leadership of former Home Secretary and Prime Minister Theresa May, they were allowed to travel internationally without any resistance. 
	According to researcher Chris Northcott (2021), in their investigations into members of the public which were deemed as subjects of interest, Salman Abedi was highlighted for further investigation by MI5. Salman may have been highlighted for examination by the security service for his links to the terrorist organisation LIFG, as well as having a history of holding extremist views which threatened the security of the United Kingdom. According to the BBC (2017), while attending Manchester College between 2011 and 2013, two of Salman Abedi’s acquaintances within the college had reported him for these Islamic extremist views to an anti-terrorism hotline. The planned date for the examination into Abedi was targeted to be completed on the 31st of May 2017, however Abedi detonated the explosive within the Manchester Arena over a week prior on the 22nd of May. It was also reported on the 17th of March 2020 that the brother of Salam, Hashem Abedi, was also found guilty in the terror attack on the Manchester Arena. For his involvement within the attack, the CPS (2020) announced that he was guilty of the murder of 22 individuals, injuring 237 others while inflicting psychological trauma on over 670 others. After a trial at the Old Bailey courthouse, Hashem was sentenced to a life sentence with a minimum prison term of 55-years. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379273]2.12 Islamic Knife Attacks
	One of the most prominent issues within the United Kingdom is knife crime. In England and Wales alone from March 2019 to March 2020 there were over 46,000 cases which involved a knife, or another sharp object used as a weapon according to the House of Commons Library (2021). Over the past two decades the use of knives has become one of the most used methods by terrorists within the United Kingdom. Unlike guns and other firearms, getting access to sharp objects and knives is easy within the UK which allows extremists to arm themselves for an attack without many setbacks. 
	One of the most notable terrorist attacks of the past two decades which involved the use of a knife as the main weapon was the Reading stabbings of 2020. On the 20th of June 2020, an Islamic extremist by the name of Khairi Saadallah attacked over six people with a knife at Forbury Gardens, with three of the victims dying from the stab wounds (Weeks 2021, p.35). Saadallah shares many similarities to the Manchester Arena bomber Salman Abedi, firstly both individuals have links to the Libyan Civil War which first started in 2011. Saadallah took part in the First Libyan Civil War by taking up arms against Colonel Gaddafi’s regime. Like Abedi, he was linked to an Islamic extremist militant group which was is recognised by the UK government as being a terrorist organisation (BBC 2021). 
	The group that Khairi Saadallah was a member of during his time in the Libyan Civil War was an organisation by the name of Ansar al-Sharia. According to Aaron Y. Zelin (2015), the organisations primary goal was to make sure Sharia law was implemented throughout Libya after the removal of Gaddafi’s government. Although the organisation denies allegations from those in the west, but it is believed that al-Sharia have worked alongside the infamous terror organisation al-Qaeda across the Middle East such as conflicts throughout Yemen. 
	It was reported by the BBC (2021) that Saadallah was radicalised while he was serving a sentence at HMP Bullingdon, located in Oxfordshire. While he was serving his sentence, he met a member belonging to a UK based Islamic extremist organisation by the name of Al-Muhajiroun. The organisation under the leadership of Omar Bakri Mohammed (Kenney, et al. 2013, p.739), promotes violent Islamic extremist ideology and aims to establish a caliphate within the United Kingdom. Shortly after encountering a member of this group, once Saadallah was released he went through with his plan of attack on members of the public while shouting the term ‘Allahu Akhbar’ (when translated to English it means ‘God is the greatest’). 
	Islamic radicalisation of those who are in prison has become a significant issue not only within the United Kingdom but across the globe. Professor Lior Gideon (2013) examines this issue in her article exploring the risk and reality of Islamic radicalisation within the US prison system. He explores the concept that when inmates first go into the prison system, they are easily susceptible to radicalisation due to their fragile state. After feeling disempowered and intimated by their new environment, new prisoners will join groups within the prisoner population to establish a sense of security. Regarding Muslim prisoners, they may be integrated into an extremist group which will easily radicalise the individual into an ideology they would not have joined in normal society. 



[bookmark: _Toc89379274]2.13 Conclusion
	The objective of the literature review was to provide the reader with an exploration into the literature regarding religious extremism and terrorism. By analysing into the history of the definition of terrorism, it provides the reader with a better understanding into the subject matter which is being discussed throughout the literature. The research also divulged into different resources such as journal articles, peer reviewed journals and online published news articles to help expand the research within the dissertation. Although there has been plenty of research into the broad subject matters of both terrorism and religious extremism, it has shown that the literature examining the relationship between the two is not extensive. The research examining the domestic terror acts which have taken place within England and Wales over the past two decades has shown that there is a link between religious extremist ideologies and those who conduct these attacks. Although the literature is limited into individuals such as Khairi Saadallah and Salam Albedi, the research which has been conducted has provided an insight into their history of religious extremism prior to their attacks. By conducting more research into the broad subject matter of terrorism and religious extremism, it would in turn provide both the researcher and reader with a greater knowledge into the subject matter.  













[bookmark: _Toc89379275]Chapter 3 - Methodology

[bookmark: _Toc89379276]3.1 Introduction
The aim of this chapter is to examine the research methods which will be used to gather the needed data and information for the dissertation. Throughout the methodology the different research methods which will be undertaken will be looked at and why these methods were chosen. As well as looking at why these methods have been chosen for the dissertation, the methodology will also analyse the potential limitations that these research methods may promote. Firstly, this chapter will examine the type of research methods which have been chosen by the primary researcher for this study and explain why it was chosen over other research methods available. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379277]3.1.2 Objectives 
As previously mentioned within the introductory chapter, these are the four objectives which have been set out to be completed by the conclusion of the dissertation:
1. Through the research collected within the literature review, provide clear understandings of the definitions of extremism and terrorism.
2. With scholarly literature and news articles, provide the reader with an in-depth account of acts of domestic terror which have taken place in England and Wales. 
3. Through the collected research, develop the readers understanding as to how religious extremism can push individuals into committing terrorist attacks
4. After analysing the research collected within this study, provide the reader with the ability to identify sings of religious extremism with an individual and to understand where this critical information can be reported to. 
From the research conducted within the literature review in the second chapter of this dissertation, the objectives which were set out will have been addressed and completed. 



[bookmark: _Toc89379278]3.2 Secondary Research
	The research and data which has been collected throughout the dissertation has been taken from secondary sources. According to David Stewart (1984), the definition for secondary data would be “the use of… statistical material and information not specifically gathered for the research question at hand”. All the research and data which has been collected throughout the literature review has come from several academic and non-academic sources. Although the focus was to only collect data from academic sources which have been peer-reviewed, information has been taken from sources such as online news outlets such as the BBC and The Guardian. 
	The online library catalogue belonging to the University of Trinity Saint David Wales was used as the foundation to access and collect the relevant information for this research. It provided external access to other online academic catalogues such as SAGE publications and JSTOR. Unfortunately, due to the current Coronavirus pandemic during 2020/2021, there have been limitations to accessing physical copies of books and journals which would have been beneficial for this research. Thankfully other online book catalogues such as ‘Google Scholar’ have provided resources which would not otherwise have been accessible beforehand. 	
[bookmark: _Toc89379279]3.3 Type of Research Methods used
To efficiently conduct and collect the necessary research required for this dissertation, the conclusion that primarily focusing on using qualitative research methods for the research was drawn. Qualitative research is a general term which often refers to an extensive amount of different research methods which have been used by researchers over the years. Scholars have tried to produce an in-depth definition for this term to help provide a greater understanding when one uses qualitative research. In the book ‘Qualitative Research Methods’ by Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey (2020), they broadly define qualitative research as:
				“Qualitative research is an approach that allows you to examine people’s experiences in detail by using a specific set of research methods such as in-depth interviews, focus group discussion, observation, content analysis, visual methods, and life histories or biographies” – (Hennink, Hutter & Bailey 2020, p.10).
	They later continue to explain that one of the primary characteristics of qualitative research, is that it allows the researcher to understand the points of view and perspectives of those who are being analysed. By applying this to the research question of the dissertation, understanding the perspectives and beliefs of domestic terrorists is significantly important to understand why they have gone through with the atrocities that they have committed. 
Professor Sharan B. Merriam (2002) explains that one of the primary focuses of those conducting qualitative research, is to understand how the individuals that they are studying react with the world around them. Qualitative research might involve the researcher analysing the many different factors surrounding the individual they are examining and seeing how it drives them to perform the actions that they take. In the context of research question of this dissertation, qualitative research would allow for a focus on the environmental factors which might push a religious individual down the violent pathway of becoming a domestic terrorist.  
Scholars Patrik Aspers and Ugo Corte (2019) also define qualitative research within their book ‘What is qualitative in qualitative research’. They define it as an ‘iterative process in which improved understanding to the scientific community is achieved by making new significant distinctions resulting from getting closer to the phenomenon studied’. From this definition we can see that Aspers and Corte also view qualitative research as a means of analysing research and gaining a greater understanding to the subject matter that they are researching. By employing this definition to the research being undertaken within the dissertation, qualitative research would allow for an improved understanding as to why religious individuals within the United Kingdom go down a pathway of becoming religious extremists and end up committing acts of domestic terror. 
Due to the nature of research taking place within the study, the ability to also use Quantitative research methods is greatly beneficial. According to Vanderstoep and Johnston (2009), in a study which is taken place qualitative research focuses on the narrative/textual descriptions of that which is being studied, while quantitative research focuses on the numerical areas with what is being studied by the researcher. In the context of the research being conducted within this dissertation, quantitative methods have been used to collect data such as Altunbas and Thornton’s (2011) study into the number of homegrown Islamic terrorists within the United Kingdom. From the sample size of 1440 Muslims analysed, 77 of those sampled were terrorists.
The use of both qualitative and quantitative research within this study has proved to be most effective when collecting relevant data and information. As the research primarily focused on analysing the actions and backgrounds of domestic terrorists within the United Kingdom over the past two decades, qualitative research has allowed for a focus on the reasons and beliefs of these individuals. While quantitative research methods have provided the relevant numerical data to support the relevant information collected throughout the research. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379280]3.4 Issues with Qualitative Research 
	Although qualitative research has many advantages when researching into subject matter being discussed within this dissertation, one must first look at the disadvantages and potential problems which might arise when using these methods. One of the biggest problems which arises when conducting qualitative research is those holding partial opinions and bias in the subject being examined. When one is conducting qualitative research, they must make sure that they are coming from a place of neutrality which will not imprint their personal views and opinions on the research. If this does occur it may negatively affect the research and provide an inaccurate and misleading conclusion. 
	When performing Qualitative research, Professor Nigel Norris (1997) explains how the researcher must demand feelings of commitment, detachment, and scepticism within their work, if they do not this will open the doorway to bias and other failings within the research. Norris continues this notion by explaining that:
			“To remain open minded, alert to foreclosure and to sources of error needs some measure of detachment. As with other forms of art, research requires detachment from oneself, a willingness to look at the self and the way it influences the quality of data and reports; in particular research demands a capacity to accept and use criticism, and to be self-critical in a constructive manner. – Nigel Norris (1997, p.173). 
	Alongside making sure the primary researcher of the dissertation holds no bias towards the subject matter, it is of utmost importance to try and collect data and research from non-biased sources. One of the ways of making sure to collect data from reliable sources is by making sure that the information comes from peer-reviewed sources. The advantages of collecting data from a peer-reviewed source is that you will be receiving high quality research from some of the most reputable publications within the field of academia (Adeli, Kelly & Sadeghieh, 2014). 
	Due to the nature of some qualitative research methods like interviewing individuals and observing groups, there can be several ethical issues which would be presented to the researcher. According to Mary Carol Ramos (1989) there are three key ethical issues which usually affect qualitative research methods. Firstly, the design of the study which will be taking place, how the researcher collects the data and interprets it and finally the relationship between the researcher and the participants involved within the study. However due to the research being conducted within this dissertation consisting of secondary sources and no participants, this minimises the risk of ethical issues which could arise. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379281]3.5 Reliability and Validity
	As mentioned within the research proposal, making sure that the data and resources collected within a research project is of critical importance. In the context of qualitative research, reliability refers to when results and data remain consistent and accurate within a study when repeated by both the same researcher and other researchers (Kirk and Miller 1986). Validity within the context of qualitative research refers whether the research that they have collected is truthful and accurate, to do this they will seek out external sources to confirm the validity of their research (Joppe 2006). 
	Due to the nature of the research which has taken place being that of secondary sources, it is important to make sure that these are reliable and valid for the study. Within the literature review chapter there was research and data which originated from online sources, these included those belonging to news outlets and government funded organisations. One of the primary online sources which was visited for research was the UK’s governmental website (gov.uk), this provided official data and information regarding the UK’s strategies to counter extremism and terrorism over the past two decades. there were several other online sources used belonging to organisations which branched from the UK government, these included the National Police Chiefs Council and MI5’s websites. These resources can be deemed as being reliable and valid since official governmental bodies have uploaded and monitor them.
	The online resources within the literature review which must be viewed with a sense of caution would be those belonging to news organisations. Due to the nature of news reporting within the 21st century where all news organisations hold a form of bias regardless of their stance on the political scale, the researcher must be aware of the possibility of misinformation reported. Also due to the ease of uploading information on the internet, research must be collected from credible and established news organisations. Dan Gillmor (2004) warned that within the developed world anybody with access to the internet can “own the press” and create their own news to fit their own agenda. 
	The primary news organisation which was used for research within the literature review was the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). Over the past century the BBC has become one of the largest and most relied upon news organisations across the globe. According to a survey conducted by the market research company Ipsos Mori in 2017 on behalf of the BBC, over 57% of the population which was interviewed believed that the BBC was the news source that they trust the most (IPSOS 2017). Although it is a publicly funded organisation which gathers its funding from a license fee from UK households which watch live television, the BBC does have ties to a few different political institutions (Boin et al. 2021). With this information in mind the research collected from the BBC’s online news website for this study will be seen as being credible due to the organisation’s global reputation for credibility and reliability.
	Another news organisation which was used to collect research for this study was The Guardian. Alongside the BBC, the Guardian is one of the most widely used news sources across the United Kingdom both online and through its newspapers sales. According to an Ofcom survey which took place during 2020, over 23% of those who gather their news digitally receive it via The Guardian (The Guardian 2021). This organisation was used to gather research on domestic terrorists like Roshonara Choudhry and Salman Abedi due to the lack of academic resources on these individuals accessible via the university’s online library. These news articles by both The Guardian and the BBC were also uploaded online during the time in which the acts of terror took place, this allows for a more in-depth analysis into these events. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379282]3.6 Limitations and reflection
	With the focus on using secondary data and information as the main method of collecting research for the study, there are a few limitations which have hindered the research to reaching its full capabilities. The aim of this section of the methodology aims to highlight these limitations and reflect on the research which has been undertaken within the study. 
	The biggest limitation which became prevalent during the study was the Coronavirus pandemic which has affected everybody across the globe. Due to the limited access of physical copies of academic literature due to governmental lockdowns and self-isolation, all research was conducted online using both the universities online library and search engines such as Google to collect the relevant research for the study.  In reflection if the study was conducted during a period without the limitations and restrictions imposed because of the coronavirus pandemic, then the study would have contained a greater number of academic literature which is only accessible through physical copies via both the university and external libraries located across the country. 
	The greatest limitation of the research which was conducted was the inability of interviewing an expert in counter-extremism and domestic terrorism. According to Steinar Kvale (1996), one of the greatest advantages of interviews is that it allows the researcher to gather narrative data easily from their interviewees and to understand people’s viewpoints in detail. In reflection, if the opportunity had arisen where it was possible to interview a participant who held expertise in this subject area, then it would have been included within this study. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379283]3.7 Conclusion
	Throughout this chapter, the research methods which were used throughout the study were discussed in detail. It was decided due to the nature of the research where secondary data and information was required, the most effective means of collecting this would be through a mixture of qualitative and quantitative research methods. Although the limitations and disadvantages of these research methods were discussed through this chapter, it was decided that they would be used for this study for their effectiveness of getting the research required. In the next chapter of the dissertation, there will be an analysis of the research and data which was collected through the literature review.
















[bookmark: _Toc89379284]Chapter 4 – Findings and Analysis

[bookmark: _Toc89379285] 4.1 Introduction
	As previously mentioned in the methodology chapter of the dissertation, the purpose of chapter four is to analyse the research collected within the literature review. Through this analysis of the research collected, one of the aims of this chapter is to complete the objectives which were set out within the introductory chapter of the dissertation. The aim of this study is to examine the relationship between religious extremism and domestic terrorism within England and Wales. By the conclusion of this chapter, this relationship will have been explored and the reader of this dissertation will have the ability to understand how these concepts connect with one another. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379286]4.2 Issues with definitions
[bookmark: _Toc89379287]4.2.1 Terrorism Definition
	Through the research one of the most notable issues which were found within this study was the issues with definitions. Within both the field of criminology and within governmental organisations both domestically and abroad, there is a lack of universally agreed definitions for such important issues like extremism and terrorism. According to Leonard Weinberg (2004), there were a total of 109 different definitions used by academics for the term terrorism. Not only has this issue plagued the world of academia, this inability on an agreed definition for terrorism has been prevalent within governmental organisations for the past century. As previously mentioned, the League of Nations were close to agreeing to an agreed universal definition for terrorism during the early 20th century in 1937, however countries like the United Kingdom declined to ratify the convention it was included in (Franck & Lockwood 1974).
	As discussed within the literature review, one of the key issues with agreeing on a definition is who would be categorised as a terrorist. The discussion whether freedom fighters are viewed as being terrorists has drawn some complications for those trying to push forward a universal definition over the years. In 2005 the Sixth Committee of the United Nations faced an in issue which prevented them from pushing forward an agreed terrorism definition through the UN, this being the inclusion of a piece of text in relation to so called ‘freedom fighters. The text stated:
	“Reaffirming that nothing in this Convention shall in any way prejudice the right to self-determination, freedom and independence, as derived from the Charter of the United Nations, of peoples forcibly deprived of that right or the right of these peoples to struggle to this end in conformity with international law” (United Nations 2005).
	The issue of whether ‘freedom fighters’ being categorised as terrorists arose when the Labour government of 2006 under the leadership of Tony Blair published the Terrorism Act of 2006. Within this act it became a criminal offence to ‘encourage’ terrorism indirectly or directly to other members of society. Clive Walker (2006) addresses the controversy of this legislation in his article ‘Clamping down on terrorism in the United Kingdom’. Walker explains that members of the public became extremely concerned with the legislation when it was released by the government. The legislation implied that members of the public who voiced support for both Nelson Mandela and the armed opposition against Apartheid in South Africa could be seen as encouraging acts of terrorism. 
	Anthony Richards (2013) raises a key issue with the lack of an agreed universal definition for terrorism by stating that “The failure to craft an agreed definition of terrorism has left a vacuum for actors, whether they be state or non-state, to define terrorism in ways that serve their own perceived political and strategic interests”. With Richards point of view in mind, it is of critical importance that a definition is found and agreed upon for this study to be successful. 
	As this study is focusing on terrorism within England and Wales, the definition which will be accepted going forward will be the United Kingdoms. Established through the Terrorism Act of 2000, the UK’s definition aims to criminalise those who pose a threat towards both the public and the government of the United Kingdom (Legislation 2000). Within the UK’s legislation it also contains a list of different terrorist organisations, which if you are a member or have connections with these groups, you can be prosecuted. 
[bookmark: _Toc89379288]4.2.2. Extremism
	Alongside terrorism, the term extremism also faces the issue of not containing a universally agreed definition. This was addressed within the literature review, where the history of the term and its usage within UK legislation was discussed. To find a definition for this term, one might look to the definition which is found within the Cambridge dictionary which states “the fact of someone having beliefs that most people think are unreasonable and unacceptable” (Cambridge Dictionary 2021). It is clearly apparent that this definition is too broad and if it was used within counter-extremist legislation, would cause massive issues within an open democratic society. Thankfully within UK governmental legislation a definition of extremism was devised to target those who would pose a threat to UK society. 
	The definition for extremism used by the United Kingdom has changed over the past few decades due to the rising problem of the Islamic extremism domestically and across the globe. Former Conservative Prime Minister David Cameron described the UK’s opposition to Islamic extremism and terrorism as one of the greatest struggles of our generation and describes it as a ‘poisonous ideology’ (HM Government 2015). Due to their prime focus on dealing with Islamic extremism, the government faced scrutiny from the public on this matter. To combat this negative press, the Conservative government issued a statement claiming that:
	“The UK deplores and will fight terrorism of every kind, whether based on Islamist, extreme right-wing or any other extremist ideology. We will not tolerate extremist activity of any sort, which creates an environment for radicalising individuals and could lead them on a pathway towards terrorism” (HM Government 2013). 
	One of the prominent issues which was mentioned within the literature review regarding the term extremism is that it does not always lead to acts of terrorism. Due to the broad nature of the definition used by the UK government, those who believe in pacifism like Quakers could be viewed as extremists for their religious beliefs. Within the definition used by the UK, the term ‘shared values’ could include support for the British Armed Forces conflicts abroad. As Quakers do not believe in armed conflicts, one could argue that they actively oppose the shared values of the United Kingdom making them extremists which are mentioned within the definition. Although the definition for extremism has had some negative reactions from those who work outside of the UK government, it does provide the reader with a clear understanding as to what classifies as extremism within British society.









[bookmark: _Toc89379289]4.2.3 Definitions of Extremism and Terrorism
	After researching into the history of these two definitions, it is clear to see there are plenty of disagreements and problems preventing an agreed universal definition. One of the key objectives of this study was to bring forward definitions would provide a clear understanding of these terms and how they differ from one another. After analysing the research collected, it is believed that these descriptions from the UK government provide the best insight into these definitions for this study:
· Extremism – “Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our shared values. These include democracy and the rule of law, mutual respect and tolerance of other faiths and beliefs. We also consider calling for the death of our armed forces either in the UK or overseas to be extremism” (HM Government 2015).
· Terrorism – “The use or threat [of action] designed to influence the government or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause”. (Legislation 2000). 
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	The second objective which was set out within the introductory chapter was to educate the reader of the infamous acts of terror which have taken place within England and Wales over the past two decades. Through the literature review chapter, several terrorist acts have been brought forward to the attention of the reader. These have ranged from some of the most notorious events such as the 7/7 bombings which took place in 2005 to some lesser reported incidents like the knife attacks which took place in London during 2020. 
	Prior to the turn of the 21st century, the biggest domestic terror threat to British society was the Provisional Irish Republican Army. Over the past five decades they have committed several violent acts of terror which have harmed and killed both the public and British military personnel in both Ireland and The United Kingdom. These attacks have included the use of remote explosives and firearms (Jackson et al. 2005). Since the turn of the century, the primary cause of terrorism in the United Kingdom has shifted from the coordinated attacks from the PIRA to unprovoked acts of terror from Islamic extremists.  
	The incident which shocked British society and changed the focus from the PIRA to Islamic extremists living in the United Kingdom was the infamous 7/7 bombings. As discussed within the literature review, this was the first major incident which involved an attack on British soil from a group of terrorists which aligned themselves with an extreme Islamic ideology. With a total of fifty-six deaths and hundreds of other casualties caused by the bombings (Hussain & Bagguley 2012), this was deadliest act of terrorism which has taken place within the United Kingdom since the events of the Lockerbie bombing in 1988. 
	Islamic extremists within the UK have heavily focused on using explosives as their primary method of attack against the public over the past two decades. The 7/7 bombings of 2005 and the Manchester Arena bombing in 2017 are evident of this reliance on explosives due to its effectiveness in killing and injuring large numbers of people. During the last decade it was found that many jihadists which were arrested within the UK had plans on using explosives in their attacks, this can be seen from both the successful and unsuccessful attempts made by these terrorists. The planned attack on the Luton Territorial Army base is a prime example of Islamic extremists using explosive in their attacks. Zahid Iqbal and three other men from Luton planned on bombing the base using instructions that they had downloaded from an Al-Qaeda magazine found on the internet (The Daily Mail 2013). 

	Terrorist attacks on British Soil have not only been orchestrated by organised Jihadist groups, but instead they have been undertaken by individuals influenced by Islamic extremism. The most notable of these lone wolf attackers was Roshonara Choudhry. One would not believe that a promising student from the university of Kings College in London could have been the cause of one of the most notable terrorist attacks over the past few decades, however Choudhry has cemented herself as one of the most infamous terrorists within British history. She planned and attempted to murder her local MP Stephen Timms for his voting record on the British involvement within the Iraqi war during the early 2000’s (BBC News 2010). Roshonara Choudhry was not the only individual which used a knife as the weapon of choice in an attack. As mentioned within the literature review, an extremist by the name of Khairi Saadallah used a knife to kill three people in June 2020 (Weeks 2021, p.35). Unlike the use of explosives, knives are easily accessible to the public within the United Kingdom, which allows for their purchase to go unnoticed by security services like the Police. 
	Through the research collected through the literature review and the discussion which has taken place within this chapter, the second objective which was set out has been completed. After reading the research which has been collected, the reader has been presented with an in-depth analysis of the most infamous acts of terrorism which have taken place within England and Wales over the past two decades. This has ranged from the 7/7 bombings which caused the most casualties to smaller scale attacks like Roshonara Choudhry’s attempt to murder an active member of British government. 
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	The third objective which was set out at the beginning of the dissertation was to provide the reader with an understanding as to how religious extremism pushes individuals into committing acts of terrorism in the country that they live in. An effective method to answer this is to examine the backgrounds and history of the terrorists which were previously discussed within the literature review. This examination into their backgrounds will provide an insight into how religious extremism pushed them into committing the atrocities that they committed. 
	The first individual that we will analyse the background of is Roshonara Choudhry. Prior to being radicalised, Choudhry was an ordinary university student with a promising future ahead of her. The Daily Mail (2010) reported that prior to her exposure to Islamic extremism online, Choudhry was not from a particularly religious background, and she would not discuss her religious beliefs to those around her. Once Choudhry was introduced to extremist sources online, she soon adopted these violent viewpoints as her own and planned her attack. She came across online lectures on the former website ‘Revolution Muslim’, which was notorious for broadcasting an ideology which encouraged violent action against others (Morton & Silber 2018). According to Choudhry, she listened to numerous hours of lectures from militant Islamic extremists such as the former Imam Anwar al-Awlaki (The Guardian 2010c). After viewing hours of these videos, she concluded that to be a good Muslim she would need to react and retaliate to the suffering Muslims faced in the Middle East. To do this she believed that the United Kingdom was one of the root causes of this suffering and targeted her local MP Stephen Timms who supported the war in the Middle East. 
	This trend of committing acts of terror in retaliation to the United Kingdom’s involvement within the Middle East can be seen across the other attacks which were discussed. It was recorded that the majority of those responsible for the 7/7 bombings were British born Muslims who integrated within our society. The Ringleader of the attack Mohammed Sidique Khan worked in a school helping to educate children in a primary school setting. Like Choudhry, Khan believed that the elected UK government was ‘committing atrocities against his Muslim brothers and sisters’ and he was simply protecting them (Wright-Neville & Smith 2009). The men responsible for the death of Lee Rigby in 2013 also stated that the reason for their actions was due to the involvement of the British armed forces combatting Muslims in the Middle East. 
	After analysing the backgrounds of the individuals mentioned above, it is clear to see why they believed the violent actions that they took were justified. After witnessing the United Kingdom’s involvement in the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 alongside the US, as well as the invasion of Iraq in 2003 (Roe 2008), they became interested in Islamic extremist views. After easy accessibility to dangerous extremist literature online using websites such as Revolution Muslim, these individuals were further radicalised and encouraged into committing acts of domestic terror within the United Kingdom.  
[bookmark: _Toc89379292]4.5 Identifying Religious Extremism
	One of the key objectives of the dissertation was to help provide the reader with the ability to identify signs of religious extremism within our society. Once the reader gains this understanding of religious extremism, it could become vital in aiding both the police and other security services across the country in stopping future acts of terrorism. To try and complete this objective, the literature review looked at strategies and schemes the government has established within the last two decades. 
	CONTEST has been the most notable strategy that the UK government has brought forward in identifying and combatting extremism. It contained four key principles which aimed at reducing extremism at all levels within our society. Although this strategy was adopted by governmental bodies throughout the country, it has faced scrutiny for its direct focus on Muslims living within the United Kingdom. Paul Thomas (2010) highlights that the ‘Preventing Violent Extremism’ programme (which belongs to the CONTEST strategy) had a prime focus on the Muslim communities living in the UK in reaction to the attacks made by Islamic extremists. He believes that the focus on these communities may have instead had a counterproductive effect and potentially damaged the relationship between the government and the British Muslim community. 
	The Youth Justice Board (2012) uploaded a document providing a systematic review into preventing religious radicalisation and violent extremism within our society. The document analyses the process and theories in which members of society become radicalised into extremist ideologies. In relation to the Muslim community, one of the theories states that younger members may go through some form of identity crisis and may question whether they belong within a western society such as the United Kingdoms. The theory continues to explain that once they are in this state of confusion, they are most susceptible to become radicalised into an extremist ideology, Roshonara Choudhry can be seen as a prime example of this theory. 
	As mentioned within the literature review, one of the methods the UK government brought forward to try and help members of society to identify signs of radicalisation and religious extremism in schools was through the ‘REsilience’ programme. This programme helped teachers across England and Wales to develop a theological knowledge of the Islamic faith and the ability to challenge any extremist ideologies which are brought forward to them by their students (Miller 2013). 
	One resource that is available which can help members of the public in being able to identify signs of extremism and terrorism is ‘ACT Early’. This website is run by ‘prevent officers’ which work alongside police forces across the United Kingdom in dealing with counter-extremism and all forms of radicalisation occurring within our society. It provides a webpage providing a list of signs of radicalisation which can be reported to them (ACT Early 2021a). These signs can include:
· Spending an increasing amount of time online and sharing extreme views on social media e.g., Facebook or Twitter.
· An obsessive or angry desire for change or ‘something to be done’.
· Mental health issues
· The need for identity, meaning and belonging.
Once these signs have been noticed, they advise to either share their concerns via the National Police Prevent advice line at ‘0800 011 3764’ or to directly go forward and contact the police by phoning 999 (ACT Early 2021b).
	The government and police forces across the United Kingdom have put forward different services for members of the public to report signs of extremism and terrorism. If members of the public come across any worrying material online, then they can do this through the government’s ‘report terrorism’ webpage (GOV.UK 2021). This service helps those working within counter-extremism in removing dangerous extremist and terrorist material online. The public also has access to webpages belonging to their local police forces which also contain different methods for reporting dangerous online material, as an example the Metropolitan Police have published an online reporting service which allows you to either report possible terrorist activity or online material which promotes extremism or terrorism (Met Police 2021).
	Through the research conducted through this chapter and the literature review, this dissertation has provided the reader with ways of identifying signs of extremism and terrorism. By analysing documents published by governmental bodies like the Youth Justice Board and services like ACT Early, this study has provided critical signs in identifying a person who may be under the influence of extremism. Alongside educating the reader in identifying signs of extremism, the study has also provided different resources where they can report these worrying signs to. By being able to correctly identify signs of extremism and having the knowledge where to report this to, it will help security services across the United Kingdom effectively combat extremism and prevent future acts of domestic terrorism taking place. 
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[bookmark: _Toc89379294]5.1 Conclusion
	The primary focus of this dissertation was to provide the reader with an understanding between the relationship between religious extremism and terrorism. The literature review collected information and data from many different resources including academic sources and documents which were released from the UK government over the past 20 years. After collecting the research within the literature review, it was used to try and effectively complete the objectives which were set out within the introductory chapter of the dissertation.
	The first objective which was set out was to provide the reader with the definitions and differences between both extremism and terrorism. As the research showed, this has been a significant issue for both governmental bodies and academics for the past century due to the lack of agreements on universal definitions. Although the definitions which are used by the UK government have been scrutinised over the years by those within the public, they do provide a definition which provides the reader with a basic understanding of these concepts. However, one of the issues which can be raised regarding these definitions is that they may be confused with one another due to their slight similarity in wording. This problem could be removed if those within the government worked alongside both academics and those within counter-extremism in producing a more clear and concise set of definitions within the future. 
	Providing the reader with an understanding of the different acts of terror which have taken place within England and Wales was the second objective with was set out at the beginning of this dissertation. To do this, within the literature review detailed information about these attacks were collected with a focus on analysing the individuals which were involved in these attacks. These attacks ranged from the infamous attack 7/7 bombings in 2005 which pushed Tony Blair’s Labour government in 2006 in releasing the Counter Terrorism Act 2006, to more smaller scale attacks by Islamic extremists like Khairi Saadallah. By looking into these events, it provides an understanding of what security services within the UK have had to combat and what they must continue dealing with as we continue within the 21st century. 
	The third and one of the most significant objectives which was set out was to help the reader understand how religious extremism can cause an individual into becoming a terrorist. Without this objective, it would not provide the necessary foundation to understanding the relationship between religious extremism and domestic terrorism within England and Wales. To complete this objective, within chapter four we discussed how the literature review collected the available information about the backgrounds of these terrorist attacks. We found that individuals like Roshonara Choudhry which were not previously invested within Islam had in fact become radicalised through dangerous online sources. Once they had become influenced by extremist literature and online lectures, they adopted the ideology that that to be good member of their religious community, they would have to take up violent actions against British society. This research showed that this extremist ideology prevalent online can be used to radicalise those who may not have previously had any connections to these extremist organisations which encourage acts of terror in our society. 
	The final objective which was set out was to educate the reader on being able to identify signs of religious extremism within our society and how to report it. This is critical as this knowledge would provide those within the public to have the ability to identify signs of those under the influence of extremism and which services are available to them to prevent future incidents of terrorism in our society. Within chapter four, services like ACT Early were mentioned as they provided critical information on how to both identify signs of extremism within our society. Alongside identifying signs of extremism, this service provided a means of reporting extremism within our society using their website and a helpline in which members of the public can contact their officers which work alongside the police.  
	This relationship between religious extremism and domestic terrorism Is a complex one. The four objectives of this study were set out to help the reader have fundamental understanding of these two concepts in order to help them understand the relationship between the two. From this study it is clear that not all forms of extremism (especially religious extremism) leads to terrorism, this can be seen from the Quaker religion in which their belief of pacifism could be classified as extremist. However, from the terrorist attacks which were looked at within the literature review, it is clear to see that there is a link between religious extremism and domestic terrorism which has taken place within England and Wales over the past two decades. 





[bookmark: _Toc89379295]5.2 Recommendations
	The aim of this study was to analyse the relationship between religious extremism and domestic terrorism within England and Wales in the 21st century. Although this relationship has been analysed using secondary research which was collected within the literature review in the second chapter of this dissertation. If this research was to be continued in a further study, then there are recommendations which must be taken on board prior to doing so. 
	The recommendation which should be implemented first in a further study, would be the usage of in-depth interviews. Previously mentioned within the methodology chapter of this dissertation, the opportunity of interviewing a person who is an expert within the field of counter-extremism or counterterrorism would have a great addition to the research of this study. Without the restrictions put in place from the coronavirus pandemic, the opportunity to have undertaken an in-person interview with an expert within this field would have been possible, however due to current circumstances this could not occur for this study. 
	The final recommendation which should be taken on board when continuing this study in the future, is to not allow information and data to come solely from digital sources. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, when conducting this study there were limitations in place which provided restricted access to physical copies of literature which would have been imperative for this study. If this study was to be undertaken during a time where these restrictions were not in place, then more academic literature could have been collected and implemented within the literature review. Although the universities online library catalogue did provide numerous academic sources which were helpful for this study, in future it cannot be solely used as the primary method of collecting research. By taking these recommendations mentioned above on board, then further study into this subject would be more in-depth which could provide further aid to those who work within the field of counter-extremism and terrorism.
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