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• Streets in context 

• The design process 

• Layout and connectivity 

• Quality places 

• Street users’ needs

• Street geometry 

• Parking 

• Traffic signs and markings 

• Street furniture and street lighting 

• Materials, adoption and 

maintenance
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• It focuses on residential streets, but many of its principles are 

applicable to high streets and lightly-trafficked lanes

• Supersedes Design 

Bulletin 32 and Places, 

Streets and Movement
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• reducing the emphasis on the movement function of residential 

streets

• higher priority to pedestrians and cyclists

• more concern for the place function of residential streets, so 

that well-designed streets and spaces can serve the community 

in a number of ways

• emphasises the importance of collaborative working
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Streets have five principal 

functions;

• place: local 

distinctiveness, visual 

quality, social activity

• movement: pedestrians, 

cyclists, public transport, 

other private vehicles

• access: to buildings and 

public spaces for all

users

• parking and

• drainage, utilities and 

street lighting.
Source: Manual for Streets
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Study  and propose a movement 

framework



Accessibility and visual signals – legibility

Barcelona: Gothic quarter and Ramblas
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Consider the following highways related 

issues in the development of schemes:

•connections to the surrounding area; 

•connections through the site; 

•street layout and dimensions; 

•building lines; 

•building heights; 

•routes for utilities; 

•parking provision, 

•landscape design and structural planting; 

•materials, management and maintenance 

regime; 

•servicing and access for emergency 

vehicles; 

•speed control; 

•and SUDS and sewer routes.
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Layout and connectivity
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Integrate new developments into the existing fabric
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Consider crime prevention advice
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Quality Places

Consider the impact of the section on the quality of a street
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Planting, street trees, lighting, hard landscaping and street furniture

• reduce visual clutter: signage/road markings

• use local materials

• use "in keeping" street furniture and signage from a coherent palette

• retain historic associations

• integrate planting with ideas for the urban scene

• planting adds value

• protect and enhance habitats and biodiversity
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Street users' needs

Corner radii
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Consider the 

role of built 

form at 

junctions
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Design the space 

not the turning head
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Calming
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browsing, pausing, 

socialising, playing
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Tracking analysis:

The form of a street and kerb line do not need to follow the vehicle track
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Shared surfaces and home zones

The absence of a formal carriageway requires drivers to acknowledge 

other users of the street
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Shared surfaces and home zone
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Geometry and speed:

Limits to forward visibility and highway widths are effective in reducing 

vehicle speeds
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Parking: section starts with cycling
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Parking: on street, courtyard, within the block, garages, on-plot

The guidance encourages a variety of solutions within schemes
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Some final thoughts

The document reinforces positive innovations and trends from 

across the UK: all the advice has been road tested

The guidance encourages inter-professional working

Strong emphasis on urban design of which highway design is 

regarded as a significant part
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Go to Google Earth








