The aim of this essay is to discuss Lewis’ main points and ideas regarding the teaching of the Welsh language within English- medium schools throughout his ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum, (2015). This article was written as a response to Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ and Davies’ ‘One Language for All’ reports. Lewis uses Donaldson’s and Davies’ reports to explain the effects of teaching Welsh and to encourage a more frequent use of Welsh inside and outside of schools. 

It is made apparent in Lewis’ article (2015) that ‘too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work, life and study, despite studying Welsh as a second language for many years.’  As a result of this, in 2003 the Welsh Assembly Government had a vision to create a bilingual Wales. Their aim being to have one million Welsh speakers by 2050. The use of the Welsh language is being promoted through ‘giving learners an awareness of the literacy and cultural heritage through the study of all kinds of texts’ (Government of Wales, 2015; pg 7). This allows the children to explore the Welsh heritage, gets the children to develop their Welsh as well as getting them to think/ learn about where they come from. The use of Welsh within a Primary School setting will allow the children to become ‘Ethical, informed citizens’ (Donaldson, 2015; page 51) as they will develop their knowledge about Wales and ensure they are ready to be a member of the Welsh community. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lewis (2015) conveys that children must be capable and equipped with the necessary skills to understand the way that the Welsh language can ‘strengthen the focus on its commercial value for the jobs market’. I agree with his opinions on promoting Welsh in a Primary school setting through teaching the children typical words which they can use within a variety of places; for example, in a shop role play activity. This is also shown in Baker and Wright’s ‘Foundations of Bilingual education and Bilingualism’ (2017; pg 404) as they state that ‘bilingual and multilingual employees may often have the competitive edge when applying for a post or for advancements’. This displays the advantages and positive effects, in terms of the jobs market, if the children have Welsh second language. A successful way in which Welsh can be promoted is through the use of frequent Welsh as it will allow the children to pick up on terms that they can use in every day scenarios.

The development of Welsh in a Primary school setting is beneficial because it will allow the children to use Welsh with their families as well as allowing them to prepare for using Welsh in their future jobs, as stated in Lewis’ article (2015). The Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) report (2010; pg 4) also states that the teaching of Welsh second language ‘will enable them to use the language in their personal lives, socially and in the workplace.’ The development of Welsh can be enforced through activities such as role play, using everyday Welsh conversations or getting the government to fund an opportunity for the parents to learn Welsh, allowing the children to converse outside of the school setting. Although there is reference to the benefits of teaching Welsh second language, he also states that there is ‘no quick fix’ to the amount of people that speak Welsh. Lewis (2015) states a few examples of ideas on how to improve children’s Welsh language. One of which is to ‘deliver intense Welsh- language raining to practitioners through the Sabbatical Scheme.’ This would be beneficial as it would allow the teacher to develop their Welsh and allow them to practise teaching the Welsh language as most teachers are nervous about or struggle with the delivery of a Welsh lesson.

Lewis (2015) refers to ‘a range of significant challenges’ and how we need to address them to make teaching Welsh in the primary setting more successful. A few examples of these challenges are: learners with disabilities since they tend to struggle with concentration or children without English as a first language since there would be a language barrier. Although there would be a struggle with dealing with these challenges to begin with, once the initial barrier is overcome, the children will benefit from learning Welsh because it will ‘enable pupils to communicate confidently and effectively in Welsh’ (Estyn, 2007; pg 14). As a society, we can decrease some of the challenges faced through the use Skinner’s Operant Conditioning Theory which states that children learn through getting rewards for the behaviour. This can be used to promote a more frequent use of Welsh in the classroom as the children will be influenced by the reward. This use of Welsh will allow the children to become ‘Ambitious, Capable learners’ (Donaldson, 2015; pg 51) which will allow them to explore further into their community and according to Baker (2011; pg 167), ‘Language influences both the content and process of thinking.’ This shows that the development of Welsh second language has a positive effect on children’s thinking skills as well as the development of their Oracy skills.

Lewis (2015) references Davies’ ‘One language for all’ report (2013) and talks about the consideration on ‘how to address poor standards and low attainment in the subject’. The children’s attainment can be endured through the use of methodologies when teaching Welsh second language as they have a major effect on the way children consume the information they are given. These methodologies include Task based learning, Audio- lingual and Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL). Personally, I found that when learning a ‘foreign language’ or ‘second language’ using a range of methodologies and strategies would increase the class focus as there was a variety of ways to learn, especially for the children that struggled with taking on the knowledge. According to Ludwig, the more experienced teachers of language tend to use all of the possible methodologies and approaches for the appropriate activities and for the children who learn in a particular style. 

Overall, I agree with Lewis’ article (2015). Although there are several challenges which will be faced and it will not be an easy or quick process, learning Welsh as a second-language will be extremely beneficial as it allows the children to expand their horizons in the future when they are getting a job. The use of more frequent Welsh will also allow children to pick up on everyday terms which will allow them to develop their language in and outside of the school setting. One of the recommendations made by Donaldson in his ‘Successful Futures’ (2015; pg 60) is ‘Welsh- medium schools should act as hubs for the Welsh language, to support teachers and practitioners in English- medium schools.’ This encourages teachers to complete the Sabbatical Schemes in order to ensure their confidence to teach Welsh; allowing the children to have teachers with the adequate knowledge and confidence to encourage their learning.
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