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Discuss and evaluate the use of body-worn cameras in evidence-based policing. 

This essay will begin by defining evidence-based policing and outlining its applications. After that, the essay will go on and discuss what criminology is and give an illustration of a criminological theory. The discussion of body-worn video cameras will continue, how they are used and the reason why they are in use. It will be mentioned if body-worn video cameras have reduced crime and the advantages and disadvantages of them. After the advantages and disadvantages, the essay will go on and examine how body-worn cameras can help with domestic violence scenarios and then will finally conclude. 

Evidence-based policing is more concerned with the evidence that is demonstrating the efficacy of the investigation procedures utilised, rather than with the evidence used to support an operation. The best available evidence is created, reviewed and used by police officers and employees in an evidence-based policing approach to guide and challenge policies, procedures and conclusions. Collaboration with academics and other partners may support its work (The Open University, 2021).
 The best available evidence will make use of the right sources and research techniques for the issue at hand. Research should be meticulously carried out, subjected to peer review, and clear about its procedures, boundaries and techniques for drawing results. Professionals can utilise research to gain a deeper knowledge of a problem by outlining its nature, scope and potential causes or by examining how a change was implemented. Another reason research can be used to evaluate the impact of policing action is by examining the potential effects of a change in policing or evaluating the effects of a new effort in a particular situation (College of Policing, 2023).  
Criminology investigates why people act in particular ways and commit crimes. Police can control crime or rehabilitate the offender by knowing why someone commits a crime. There are numerous criminology theories. Some relate crime to the individual; they think a person weighs the advantages and disadvantages before deciding whether to commit a crime. Perhaps the police and other services might prevent individuals from committing the same offence again and aid their rehabilitation by researching these theories and applying them to specific cases. On the other hand, some people contend that providing individuals with a safe and secure place to live is the community's duty to prevent crime (Criminology, 2018). 
An example of a criminological theory is the Rational choice theory also known as right realism. It originated in the USA and the UK in the 1980s in response to escalating crime rates and the perceived weakness of sociological techniques in addressing the root cause of crime. In this area of criminology, people are viewed as rational actors who can make their own decisions, including whether to commit crimes. Individuals consider the potential advantages and disadvantages of each course of action before taking it (University of Glasgow, 2016). 
Positivism in criminology stands in opposition to this method by identifying biological and/or physiological traits in offenders that set them apart from the general population who upholds the law. This shows that offenders are born with a tendency to commit a crime. Later positivist criminology focuses more on the social and environmental factors that influence criminal behaviour such as inadequate parenting, housing conditions and educational opportunities (Wood et al. 2023, p.45).
Today, body-worn video cameras are widely used in policing by all national and local forces in England and Wales. Officers and employees now use it as the main method of gathering evidence at practically every event that they attend. Police can get video and audio documentation of incidents as they happen when they use Body-worn video cameras (Cocklin, 2022).
Body-worn video cameras are subtly, exposed gadgets that are attached to a police officer's uniform. These are normally placed on the left or right of the police officer's chest. As officers are responding to various occurrences, they are employed to record audio and video evidence. Body-worn video cameras are distributed to all officers who interact with the general public. Viewers of the video observe the scene from the officer's point of view due to the camera's placement. The camera serves as an objective eyewitness (Metropolitan Police, 2023). 
In 2005, the UK police force became the first institution to implement the usage of body-worn cameras for front-line officers. Since 2005, London metropolitan police have received more than 26,500 devices; as a result, 80% of the Met Force now operates these cameras (DTS Solutions, 2022). 

According to the College of Policing, there is some proof that crime has grown or decreased as a result of body-worn cameras. Overall, they have not reduced crime in a statistically significant way. When officers arrive at a scene, they should be ready to start gathering evidence. Body-worn video recordings make valuable evidence, especially in legal cases involving crime. The justification for this is that they have a profound dramatic effect, they capture the scene accurately on tape, they keep a record of the parties’ behaviour and accurately capture any relevant scene commentary (College of Policing, 2022).
Body-worn cameras have the potential to bring law enforcement agencies several important opportunities and advantages that were not previously possible. Important advantages include stuff like a decrease in attacks on police officers, a reduction of aggressive behaviour and fewer complaints and accusations lodged against police officers. 
BWV has been used as a training tool for student officers by professional development units. Officers might use the ability to analyse their performance in depth after an incident to highlight effective and ineffective actions. Experienced police officers who have utilised this device before, have also been able to evaluate their behaviour and can professionalise their performance as necessary when they are analysing their evidence (Goodall, M, 2007). 
The supply of higher evidential quality is a key benefit of BWV. As quickly as possible after an incident has occurred, a Police Officer will often document it in writing, including any language and hand signals that were used. The incident is captured as accurately and in real-time as feasible utilising the BWV, only constrained by the device's field of view and audio range. This evidence is consequently much more precise and thorough than was previously conceivable, minimising any room for questions about what anyone in attendance did or said (Scottish Police Authority, 2021). 
BWV may be a helpful tool, but it is not the answer to everything. The coverage by BWV only captures a small portion of an incident; it only reveals one angle; it does not capture what might be happening behind the officer filming; it does not capture odours, emotions of stress, or the environment surrounding an incident. Maybe the place of the incident could be a dark place with not great lightning which is not very beneficial. The worst-case scenario could be that the video can also give a false impression of the entire scenario. There is no denying that BWV brings up several additional issues that need to be considered and addressed. They include but are not limited to the effect on privacy and the possibility that people on the streets will wonder why cameras are on or off at certain times or aren’t operating (IPCC, 2016). 
BWV cannot be used continuously for no reason. Police officers are advised to determine when to record based on the circumstances of each event. Yet there ought to be a trend towards incident recording when performing a stop search and responding to domestic abuse situations (Jameel and Bunn, 2015). 

Chief Superintendent Robert Odell stated, “BWV has proven itself amongst other forces across the UK to be a brilliant deterrent as well as a source of improved evidence to support investigations, which has resulted in increased conviction rates- particularly in cases of domestic violence and public order offences.” (South Yorkshire Police, 2023).  
This clearly gives evidence that having body-worn video cameras has shown that it is a great benefit for officers to have and can be extremely helpful.
BWV can help with prosecutions that might not have happened otherwise, in addition to speeding up the prosecution process. This is evident in many domestic abuse incidents. There are instances, as highlighted by Inspector Nick Lee of Essex’s police response and patrol unit where “Victims are too frightened to give evidence themselves.” The prosecution of the assailant may be hampered by this. With the use of BWV in domestic abuse cases, the victim’s statement is no longer necessary if there is enough proof. A benefit of domestic abuse cases being filmed is that it is more difficult for the abuser to defend their actions because it would have it all on film (Big Brother Watch, 2015).
The policing research partnership clarifies that the usage of body-worn video cameras at domestic violence occurrences was seen by police officers in two different forces to be a positive development path. The officers in the force noted the ways they believed body-worn cameras added worth.  For example, BWCs raise the possibility that evidence will be gathered from the scene to support the official police reports as well as those of the victims and witnesses. For instance, ‘first-on-scene’ officers would capture on their BWC any physical injuries the victim might have, as well as the victim's emotional distress, disturbed furnishing and any other ongoing interpersonal conflict. By the time the other officers arrive such as the crime scene officers, these signs of abuse may no longer be present (Lister, S.et al, 2018)            A BWV recording when an offender is present captures evidence of their demeanour and language, any ongoing offending activity, such as more abuse directed at the victim, and evidence of any difficulties in constraining the offender if they are very hostile. Images from a domestic abuse scene can help the case by persuading a victim who was first resistant or antagonistic to cooperate with the prosecution. As time goes on, domestic violence victims frequently downplay the significance of the event. BWVs' original application can be used to record in-the-moment feelings and reactions (College of Policing, 2014). 
In conclusion, it is very clear that the use of body-worn video cameras is extremely beneficial, especially in cases of domestic abuse. This is shown because Body-worn video cameras were worn by Essex police officers responding to domestic abuse complaints, according to the College of Policing. While responding to incidents, some test officers wore body cameras while others did not. The outcome of such instances was monitored in order to determine how their use affected them. The findings show that when cameras were present at the scene, a much higher percentage of people were charged with an offence (Pinnacle, 2014). This shows they are a reliable source of technology and in Scotland, 82% of individuals agree that all police staff should always be wearing Body-worn video cameras when attending crimes and incidents (Police Scotland, 2022). These days, body-worn video cameras aren’t just worn by police officers, they are used in supermarkets, high-end stores, security outside nightclubs and so many more which also helps prevent crimes. 
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