What are the main characteristics that define ‘Genocide’? Your answer should pay due attention to the UN Convention of 1948. 
[bookmark: _Hlk53743709][bookmark: _Hlk52138382]The word ‘Genocide’ is derived from “the ancient Greek word genos (race, tribe) and the Latin cide (killing)” (LEMKIN, R. 1944). It is logical to expect that some might feel that this controversial topic could cause discomfort, because of the atrocities that are involved with genocide, an example of this being the Holocaust. Genocide did not only consist of just murdering entire populations, it also includes other acts of wickedness such as a variety of crimes, including rape, torture, and forcible transfer of population (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.1). The structure of this essay will divide and define the characteristics which seem to appear in all instances of Genocide when researching the topic. There is usually a great deal of hatred towards certain people when genocide is involved, groups that would be targeted are part of minority groups or even majority groups like Other religions, races, culture, and ethnicity. Even territorial expansion can be a reason used to kill a mass amount of people that are simply in the way (Kiernan, B. (2007). Genocide has been a large problem, so the United nations convention addresses these problems and sets out a list of human rights in the form of articles, stating the most basic of human rights (UDHR, 1948). These rights were written by the United Nations which will be used in the essay to help reinforce the issues with the characteristics of Genocide. 
[bookmark: _Hlk53846553]The combination of Religion and Genocide clearly shows it reoccurs throughout history, and the very existence of strong beliefs and unrelenting devotion to such religions is a cause for intolerance of any other and will most likely lead to conflict. For instance, the Simele massacre of Assyrian Christians in northern Iraq in 1933, where Muslim attacked Christians (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.2). In the Simele massacre of Assyrian took 300,000 – 350,000 lives, this is an example of mass murder and proof that religion is used as an excuse to attack others out of hatred for different beliefs. This would be a defining characteristic of genocide, It shows murder with intent to kill and to remove all Christianity from the area of Iraq, this genocide is not only a removal of lives but a cultural cleansing only to be then replaced by Muslimism. Another example of religious genocide would be the Holocaust where the Nazi’s wiped out and systematically killed as many Jews and anyone different from their regime as they could. This is an adequate example that clearly shows the hatred for a group that hates everything and everyone that does not follow or fit in to their beliefs. “Lemkin had found a term that resonated with Western public opinion as it eventually confronted the Holocaust and other monstrous crimes of mass killing.” (Naimark, M, N. 2017). The United Nations declaration, article 18 states “everyone has a right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief” (UDHR, 1948). This further shows that this characteristic is not only devastating to a culture and religion, but it delivers a positivity that the United nations have banned this from even happening again. If religious hatred is deemed a characteristic of genocide by Lemkin, then the perspective of religion to any outsider would be a negative, because it is seen as being a cause to mass murder. which in turn, to any 21st century person, this would make said people question the foundations of religion. This particular characteristic is different from the others because it represents a societies way of life that wasn’t naturally a part of it, it was chosen by a few individuals that were highly taken by the ideals and then adopted by the rest of the society, which it therefore became a regular trait and habit of belief for the people. Consequently, it would seem that religion is a mind set that is a personal choice for any individual but is ultimately decided for you by the majority and influence of the community you are raised in. However, the other characteristics as established earlier which include race, ethnicity and culture are all habits and uncontrollable traits that are usually brought around depending on habitat and environmental conditions, and the resources a culture has access too. 
Ethnicity and racial prejudice are a reminder that certain people simply have had no tolerance for differences in how people look or where they’re from, an example of this would be from when anthropologists believe that ancient “Homo sapiens (predecessors of modern humans), physically exterminated the last vestiges of Neanderthal groups” (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.7). During this prime example, humans most probably would not even of had an understanding or the comprehension of genocide, helping bring about the unfortunate end to an entire race or species. In any case, the archaeologists and anthropologists have uncovered very rare and ancient burial sites which show evidence that the prehistoric people occupied various torture and cannibalism practices. There is also, so little evidence to make any hard conclusions (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.7). Nevertheless, from the evidence that is mentioned, he torture shows that they were either punishing their enemies or simply enjoying it, however, the cannibalism could have been either a statement to prove a point of tribal power or committed out of pure hatred or hunger. These features are all apart of genocide and come right alongside the evidence of massacres. Another example of racial genocide would be when the Spanish conquistadors defeated and wiped out the Aztecs in central America and spread their Christianity across the lands they conquered. What is interesting is that the Spanish took with them, a “form of proto racism, derived from post-Reconquista prejudice against converted Muslims and Jews” (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.34). This suggests that the Spanish already had the intent to not tolerate anything that would be different from their beliefs, even with the lack of knowledge of the civilisations and cultures they would come across, they still came forth, conquered and left a mark of Christianity that will preside there even through to the modern age. The Spanish have therefore cleansed an entire area and wiped out all threats to their beliefs and anyone who looks different was considered below them, bringing about a racial superiority and materialistic motivations and creating an “Armageddon for the natives of the new world” (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.34). This violent take over of the Aztec lands is not only a mix of religion and racism but also contains a major example of ethnic cleansing. These 2 examples are both prime examples of differential and highly racist ideology, the United nations have in fact come up solutions to counter tragedies like these, take for example Article two of the “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty” (UDHR Article 2). This specifically prevents anything like these tragedies happening in this characteristic.
[bookmark: _Hlk53939152]When it comes to cultural bias, it aids in the appearance of negative thoughts towards the ways in which people live, but culture itself is no small topic, it is complex and is what anthropologists thrive on. To put culture into terms where genocide applies, culture is a way of life for any one civilisation and they may live their life in whatever way they feel is most prosperous to them, hence it would be biased to assume another population aren’t prospering as much because they do not do certain tasks or jobs in the same way. To reinforce this, “Lemkin also created the idea of what might be considered cultural genocide, which he called at the time “vandalism.; Whosoever, either out of hatred towards a racial, religious or social collectively, or with a view to the extermination thereof, destroys its cultural or artistic works will be liable for the crime of vandalism” (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.2). This is What will become genocidal is if the civilisation decides it wants to force conformity of its ideals on to another, is and completely change everything that once was, whether that is by massacring people or expanding territory. For example, when King David Pursued the devastation of the Amalekites, “burning their cities, killing men and boys, and taking their women captive” (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.9). Nevertheless, he destroyed their cities and their very culture which is everything that makes the Amalekites who they are, this is a harsh and cruel reality of what no human rights did to people. “Cultural genocide also was an important part of the biblical story. Not only were whole peoples wiped out, their temples were torn down and their cities completely destroyed and set aflame” (Naimark, M, N. 2017. P.10), this suggests that there were many described cultural and religious methods that were extinguished by the wrath of the old testament bible. The Cultural characteristic of genocide is one that has so many vast and different approaches that have to be put into consideration because culture is everything that makes up the majority of a society. However, on the side of genocide, because it is so vast, it also includes many similarities and shares many features with the other characteristics, for example, religion was adopted by a society and became part of their identity or their culture and because they are based in an environment that only grows a certain food which then has to be prepared in a unique way, that adds to their culture and its little details like this that inspires differences in civilisations which ultimately leads to disagreements and conflict and then genocide.
In conclusion, these reasonings for all that genocide is capable of, the characteristics of genocide has been defined by showing what tragedies occurred during certain genocides. The United nations placed upon all humans, the right to essentially live a good life and be free to do whatever you want to do without the threat of death. This why the United Nation’s declaration of human rights was invented so the horrors of genocide would be prevented for the foreseeable future, but have the characteristics of genocide been defined? Taking in to account all the characteristics that have been mentioned and all the examples ranging from the annihilation of the Neanderthals, to the conquests of king David against the Amalekites, they all share a similar story of conquest, destruction, torture, rape and mindlessly hateful killing. Whether it was to cleanse and own the lands that surround them or to kill because of indifference of race, or hatred in belief systems. They do all share the same root concept in which, exterminating the peoples that encompass the very definition of being a threat, in these cases, to ones ideals or ways of life.
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