Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Wellbeing and Resilience

Guidance:  

	1000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:


As a police officer, the code of ethics is the core for the behaviours and attitudes that you are expected to follow. Throughout this essay I will explore the impact of organisational justice on myself as a police officer and the professional behaviours thar are set out. I will also look at what is being done by police forces to raise ethical standards. 
There are policing principles which are expected of you, and standards for your professional behaviour. These standards are set out in the College of Policing Code of Ethics (2014). The policing principles are set by the College of Policing to assist police officers with their decision making and ensure that police officers “do the right thing, in the right way” (College of Policing, 2014).

Having joined the police force in 2019, the code of ethics had been set out for 5 years by the time I had started working for the police. 2 years later, the code of ethics are now embedded deeper into police officers to ensure that they all act with honesty and integrity; although, even still, this is not the case for all police officers. 

Personally, I believe that the majority of personnel working within my police force generally acts with honesty and integrity. The colleagues that I work closely with on shift, have always had a positive attitude towards policing and make decisions surrounding the victim’s wishes and also the force’s policies.  

Police officers have always had a sense of unity with their colleagues and it is said to affect their willingness to challenge the behaviours of a colleague if it is inappropriate (Westmarland and Rowe, 2016). Due to the nature of the policing work, colleagues become a tight group and loyalty becomes key (Skolnick, 2002). This can lead to issues surrounding honesty and integrity of officers and creates a so-called, unwritten, “blue code”; the “loyalty and silence” between police officers (Chin and Wells 1998). 

The organisational justice could cause issues for many police officers including myself. The sense of feeling and loyalty to colleagues can prevent you from speaking up and identifying issues within their behaviours whilst at work; even also outside of work. As Westermarland and Rowe (2016) found, any officers found to be doing something for a personal gain would more likely be reported. A gift from a supervisor for example would be unlikely to be reported. Less likely to be reported would be excessive use of force. The excessive use of force is a key point which would be difficult for an officer to report. You may not report this due to the tight bond with that colleague. Further to this, different officers would need to use different levels of force to detain a person. You may feel that it was excessive, however that officer may have deemed it necessary to have used such force. 

Personally, I have never been put in such a situation where I was unsure if I needed to report a colleague for them not complying with the code of ethics. I can however see the difficulties that would face police officers across the country. You are working with the same colleague’s day in day out, and they are the ones that will look after you and pick you up following a bad day. You will have an incident that affects you not only physically but mentally. Due to the serious nature of policing, this is a common within police officers and your colleagues who work on the shift with you, will be the ones that you turn too when you need help. It is a recognised coping strategy to talk to colleagues about the stress and trauma you experience as a police officer (Patterson, 2003). Many police officers will not look to challenge the ethics of colleagues as they will be the ones that they need and will turn too when they need help.

Policing within the UK has seen an increase in female and ethnic minority police officers (Myhill and Bradford, 2013). This is a development in policing and will only encourage to outgrow the organisational justice and provide officers with better ethics. Throughout my time within the police force, I have seen an increase in female officers, ethnic minority officers and also police officers of the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender) community. It was found that many people within these groups would have a negative view on police due to previous issues they have faced due to their gender / sexual identity (Dwyer and Hotten, 2009) or ethnicity.
By increasing the number of ethnic minority and LGBT police officers, the public’s confidence will only grow. If people can relate to police officers who are of a similar background to themselves, and have experienced similar challenges in life, they will entrust those officers and will be more likely to engage with police. Trust is being rebuilt within these communities by engagement with officers of similar backgrounds (Owen, et.al, 2017).

In conclusion, I found that the code of ethics affects police officers’ ways of working as it improves their decision making to follow in-line with the code of ethics. Police officers will find it difficult to confront their colleagues in certain situations as their colleagues are the people who will help them through the tough, mental stress that being a police officer entail. 
Policing in the UK is becoming a more diverse community by employment drives to gain more ethnic minority and LGBT police officers. As a diverse country, this is key to ensuring the code of ethics are followed by all officers and the trust is regained within certain communities in the UK. 
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Task 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Evidence based policing, Research Methods and Skills, Decision-making and Discretion 

You must choose a policing incident involving a partnership approach which you played a significant role with an offender/service user/victim and reflect on what happened. 

	1200 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

Children are at higher risk from future drug abuse issues if their parents have had issues with drug misuse and other adverse experiences (Swadi, 1992). Throughout this essay I will explore the issues surrounding children who are exposed to drug misuse and the involvement with appropriate agencies to provide the children with a better opportunity at life. ACE’s (Adverse Childhood Experiences) can affect children in later life. They may follow their experiences, or it can be what they aspire not to be. I will look at an issue that I have faced as a police officer and what agencies assisted in combating the problem and safeguarding the family. 
Adults that have faced ACE’s themselves are found to need and some want the help from services to prevent their children experiencing the same issues (Murphy, et.al 2014).

Whilst working with the local neighbourhood department, I was made aware of a female who was potentially involved in the supply of class A drugs as well as being a user. I was also aware that she was a single parent with 3 children living at the address. Due to information received and other intelligence conducted, a warrant was arranged to search the address. 
Due to the nature of the warrant and the potential for the children to be at the address and safeguarding issues surrounding the drugs at the address and neglect from the mother, social services were contacted prior to the warrant taking place. 
Liaison with social services prior to executing the warrant was key to ensure the safety of the children and attempt to cause as little disruption to their lives as possible. 

Social services intervention can not only aid with supporting the children, but also supporting the parent(s) with regaining custody of their children following previous issues. They can assist with many services and can help with drug prevention (Dryfoos, 1994) which will only aid in supporting the children. 

Local social services were already aware of the family in this instance due to previous issues and safeguarding concerns. A safety plan was put in place with them to take the children to a safe place; in this case the safe place was at the grandparent’s house where they were fully capable to take care of the children. Social services arranged for the children to be with their grandparents whilst the warrant was executed at the address. Upon arrival, social services lead the discussion surrounding the children and removed the children from the address whilst the warrant was executed. At the address there were clear signs of drug misuse on the living room table and there was drug paraphernalia in the kitchen. All of this in sight and reach of the three young children is a major concern. The police are only able to use limited powers to safeguard the children which is why it was key to use social services prior to attendance to ensure a quicker process. 

Due to the nature of the warrant and what was found whilst it was executed, the female at the address was arrested for possession of class A and class B drugs, being concerned in the supply of class A drugs and neglect of the children. The house was in a poor state and the children’s bedrooms were in a very poor state and untidy. No child should be brought up with the drug use and alongside the paraphernalia around. The drugs and paraphernalia around the children could have been deadly. There were boxes of needles left around the kitchen alongside a large amount of white powder, believed to be class A drugs left open on the kitchen table. Any child exposed to these elements may touch them or even use them as they do not know what they do or the implications. There was a serious issue of neglect. 

Prior to the warrant being executed, there were concerns with police and social services surrounding drug misuse at the property with the mother. This was leading to welfare concerns around the children. Although safeguarding the children is a key priority, there was also not enough being done to help the mother with her substance misuse. Following her release from police custody, this was heightened by involving GDAS (Gwent Drug and Alcohol services) to work with her to attempt to eradicate the drug use and supply involvement from her life. There are very limited support services for women with substance misuse issues and childcare and travel issues only heighten the problems (Marsh, D’Aunno and Smith, 2000).
GDAS not only help service users but also provide information and support to their families if they need it. 
As a family member of a service user of GDAS wrote, it was a difficult journey for her and the user to come to terms with, but the support was great and has helped them both to live with the issues and overcome them (GDAS, 2021).

As Atwool (2006) suggests, there are implications for children who are in the care setting. They are more vulnerable to adverse experiences, more so if they are separated from their birth family. In the situation I have shown above, social services were aware that the children had previously been cared for by their grandparent, who are still part of the birth family. It was more practicable for them and for the children to be placed with their grandparents to attempt to minimise the risks associated with children in care. 

There were implications when deciding on what partner agencies would be best suited to assist with this situation. We decided that social services would be most suitable as they were aware of the family and have better and more adequate resources to help safeguard the children. Although there were potential criminal offences identified prior to the warrant being executed, the welfare and safety of the children was paramount so that the risk could be minimised. 
There were potential issues if the grandparents would not accept responsibility for the children once social services had taken over and asked for their help. If they were not ready for this there were provisions in place for the children to be taken into full social care. 
GDAS were also brought in to ensure that there was support available for the mother of the children upon her release from custody. Social services were working alongside the police and GDAS to ensure that she could be managed as the offences, especially neglect may have a significant impact on her life; alongside losing the custody of her children. 

All factors considered I feel that it was a successful multi-agency approach. Scoial services worked thoroughly to ensure a minimal disruption as possible to the childrens livelihoods. Whilst GDAS worked with the mother to battle her drug misuse and worked alongside social services to ensure that she could be fit to look after her children in the future. 
This multi-agency approach will not stop with the actions of the police, GDAS and social services. All parties will use other agencies throughout the future for the family to ensure that all parties involved get the best care and support needed not only for the children, but for their mother also. 
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Task 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk 

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	1400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

Throughout this essay I will describe an incident involving harassment without violence towards the victim by her ex-partner. I will look at the different approaches from not only the police but also other third-party agencies such as women’s aid and domestic abuse support networks. I will also assess what is being done to help the victims from becoming repeat victims and what is being done to help prevent re-offending.
Vulnerable victims are key to policing as they are less likely to report issues due to fear of repercussions from the perpetrator. They need to be approached very carefully by police and other agencies to ensure the best possible outcome for themselves. Domestic violence is a major part within policing in the UK. “4.6 million women aged 16 or over have already been victims of domestic violence” (Carneiro, et.al. 2017). Although it is not only women who suffer from domestic violence, a study conducted by Henning and Feder (2004) found that only 16.8% of people arrested for domestic violence against the opposite sex were women.

I attended a call reporting that a female, who is the victim and I will refer to as the victim, reported that her ex-partner, who I will refer to as the perpetrator, had attended her address following their separation and was causing issues. The victim had separated from the perpetrator following a 9-month relationship and due to the male being homeless and not originally from the area, she allowed him to live in an outbuilding whilst he was able to get his own accommodation. 
The perpetrator had previously been asked to leave by the victim and not to return. 
I had been made aware that the previous day, the perpetrator had attended the address unwanted and had been arrested for to prevent a breach of the peace. 

I attended and located the male outside of the address. He was not showing any signs of violence however would not leave and the victim stated that he was unwanted, and it was the second time that he had attended that day. The male was subsequently arrested for harassment without violence. Harassment is defined as a person pursuing a course of conduct, which amounts to, or he would ought to know amounts to, harassment of another person (Legislation.Gov.uk, (1) 2021).
Upon speaking with the victim, she did not wish to engage with police and provide any formal action against the perpetrator. She was however happy for domestic abuse services to contact her and engage. An IDVA (independent domestic violence advocate) contacted the victim as she was happy to engage with these services. 
For this incident, due to the victim not providing any formal action a decision was made for no further action to be taken against the perpetrator. As an officer dealing with this incident, my main concern was safeguarding the victim although she would not engage with any formal action. 
The following day, I again attended the address as it was reported the perpetrator was back at the address following his release from custody. Again, the perpetrator was arrested for harassment as the contact was unwanted. Whilst the male was in custody, I applied for a DVPN (Domestic violence protection notice) to be issued against him. 
A DVPN is an immediate, emergency order which can be issued against a perpetrator whilst they are in police custody prior to being released. The DVPN is a form of non-molestation order issued by the police and is in place immediately (Gov.uk, 2021). Within 48 hours of it being issued it must be put before a magistrate’s court and can be extended to a DVPO (Domestic violence protection order) which can last for up to 28 days.
The DVPN was refused on this occasion. This was a frustrating situation as it was there to attempt to protect the victim. The reasoning for refusal was due to no violence being offered. 
The following day, again another call was received for the male being at the address refusing to leave. The male was again arrested and conveyed to the custody unit. I spoke with the female who stated that she had received contact from the IDVA and other support agencies. She was fully made aware of what could be put in place for her to protect her and her child at the address from the perpetrator. On this occasion, following a conversation with the IDVA and further support from police, she provided a formal statement. 
The IDVA will engage in assertive outreach for the victim and offers support. Victim’s are often reluctant to seek help and will not actively look for help; the IDVA will approach the victim and they can accept the help that is then offered (Madoc-Jones and Roscoe, 2011). The IDVA arranges a plan with the victim to further safeguard them and provide advice on who else to contact when they need help. 
Due to the advice provided by the IDVA, the victim felt safe and was happy that she could be safeguarded from the perpetrator and was happy to provide a statement to police. Due to the escalation in behaviour from the male over the number of days, he was subsequently charged with the offence of harassment by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). The male was remanded to court the next day. 
The perpetrator plead guilty to the offence in court and was issued with a 2-year restraining order against the victim and not to attend her address. 
This was a great result for the victim as she now has an order in place to protect her from the male. It carries a higher power and there is a stronger likelihood that any re-offending by the perpetrator, he would be sentenced to prison. 

Although there are services to support victims of domestic abuse such as an IDVA, there are also support networks in place to prevent re-offending. Although these are not put in place as quickly as domestic support services, they can help manage offenders and rehabilitate them. A big issue to offending is homelessness; this was shown in my example above as the male was homeless following the relationship break down. Accommodation and employment issues are a key issue to re-offending within prisoners (Williams et.al, 2012). Finding homes and a suitable place of work for offenders is often helped and managed by the probation service in the UK. Professional development is encouraged by the probation service (Gale, 2012) and they arrange services for offenders to assist with their rehabilitation. 
Williams, et.al (2012) found that 60% of prisoners stated that having appropriate accommodation would assist in them not re-offending. As per my example above, although the perpetrator was handed a restraining order, accommodation was also arranged for him and this has only assisted in his rehabilitation to prevent re-offending. 

In conclusion, I found that partner agencies becoming involved with victims assists in their trust of police and other services. By obtaining support from domestic violence services, the victim was happy to engage with police to help safeguard herself from the perpetrator. Without the IDVA and other agencies offering advice and support to the victim, she may not have engaged, and the issues may have continued and escalated. The pressure on police is only eased with the help of these services. 
The ongoing issues which the victim suffered, were only heightened by support from the IDVA and she was able to understand the risks she faced. Supporting police action was only the start to assist her with safeguarding and preventing her from being a repeat victim again. 
I also found that housing and employment issues were main reasonings behind re-offending. With correct housing and employment, it reduces the risk of re-offending of these persons. 
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Task 4
Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Conducting investigations and information and intelligence.

You must choose a policing incident which is of serious and complex nature in which you played a significant role with an offender/service user/victim and reflect on what happened. 

	1250 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section) 



ANSWER:

Many incidents within policing are of a serious and complex nature. Dealing with a variety of incidents on a daily basis is common as a response police officer. There are different departments within policing that will generally take on the more serious and complex incidents. However, this is not always the case; response police officers must always be ready to tackle any incident no matter how serious and complex it is. 
Throughout this essay I will provide a description of an incident that I have dealt with in relation to the fraud and potential loss of £14,000.00 from an elderly victim by her friend who was caring for her at the time. 

There is a stereotype surrounding elderly people and their vulnerabilities to being taken advantage of when it comes to fraud. This is due to their decline in health and having to rely on a select few family members and friends to rely on (Smith, 2000). In the case I will describe to you, the stereotypical view of an elderly person relying on friends is exactly what has happened.

The police service were contacted by a friend of an elderly lady (who I will refer to as the witness) stating that she believed her friend (who I will refer to as the victim) had been a victim of financial fraud by her carer and neighbour (who I will refer to as the offender). The victim and the offender had been friends for over 35 years. The offender had started to care for the victim following her decline in health and the death of her husband. She had been her carer for approximately 2 years prior to the police being contacted. Due to no longer having any close family, the victim stated that the offender was like a daughter to her and she would say that she was family. Elderly victims are more vulnerable to certain types of crime committed by their close family members (Fontane, Wolf and Pillemer, 1990). The victim had become housebound due to poor eyesight and ill health. She was only able to leave the address with a family member or friend. She was reliant on the offender to care for her, feed her and manage her finances. 

Initially, due to the victim’s vulnerabilities, it was difficult to obtain exactly what had happened. The witness alerted the police to the incident however she could only provide information as to what she had seen on the victim’s bank statements. The victim was spoken too to obtain a brief first account as she would need to be ABE (Achieving best evidence) interviewed to establish her full story. ABE interviews are conducted with vulnerable people and young children. These are to ensure that they are fully understanding of the situation and that they can provide their best evidence and sometimes without having to attend court. The ABE questions are generally more open questions to allow the victim an opportunity to talk without being interrupted or being too focused on a specific topic (Oxburgh, Myklebust and Grant, 2010). 
For the ABE interview to take place, I needed to gather information about the victim to establish if she was eligible for the ABE interview. There was also other information to gather such as arranging appropriate times and dates that were appropriate for not only the victim but also her appropriate adult. Adults who are vulnerable, whether that be with ill health or any other disability, are  more likely to be drawn into providing answers to the police that the police want to hear and they may not understand what is being asked of them (Bath, et.al 2015).

The victim and witness were not able to provide much detail about the offender. They could only provide a name. There was a lot of information to be sought surrounding the offender and who she was and where she worked. All this is key to finding out what the offender is like and their background history. In previous serious and complex investigations, I have arranged voluntary interviews with people who I did not know much about. This was difficult as I knew very little about the offender on this occasion however I wanted to learn from previous issues and ensure that I knew as much as possible prior to interview not only to safeguard myself, but also to base my questioning around the individual to have an understanding of them prior to questioning. 

The victim was able to provide an account during the ABE interview stating that she had provided the offender with her bank card so that she could use it to purchase items such as clothing and food that she needed and to also pay her bills. If there were any other items that she needed, then she would tell the offender to use her card to purchase those items. She had full trust in the offender. 
The witness became suspicious of this and spoke with the victim and obtained bank statements for the previous year. These were examined together by the witness and victim and it was established that the offender had been taking extra cash out and not informing the victim. The victim was understandably shaken by this and could not believe what had happened. \she felt even more vulnerable that she had been taken advantage of by someone who she had entrusted with her life and had been friends and neighbours with for over 35 years. 

Due to the nature of the offence of fraud, providing a service to the victim can be difficult due to the number of different bodies that will have an impact on the investigation (Button, Tapley and Lewis, 2012). In this case for instance, there were referrals made to ActionFraud and enquiries into the bank accounts. The offender had bank accounts with two different banks and the victim used another bank. Enquiries were made to the victim’s bank to obtain bank statements to prove the money leaving the account. 
Following the interview with the offender, a financial booklet was completed to obtain access to her accounts to establish where the money withdrawn had gone. An additional source of information would be used to help obtain this information. The police force has a fraud team which assist with all fraud enquiries and their expertise were sought to obtain this information. 
Enquiries are still currently ongoing into this investigation and there will be further information that may come to light and there will need to be re-evaluation of the information and intelligence available. 

In conclusion, I feel that fraud can be a serious and complex situation to deal with due to the number of different types of fraud and the way in which fraud is dealt with. Elderly victims are found to be more vulnerable due to their decline in health and some are therefor taken advantage of by those close to them as they are entrusted by their vulnerable elders. 
I feel that I have used various different sources of information to assist me with this investigation, and that a number of other information sources will need to be explored when the investigation progresses. 
Arranging an appropriate adult was key for this victim as she was unable to understand certain questions and would get confused. The appropriate adult showed that they are a great use to the police to assist to get the best results in the investigation. It assists with making complex investigations that little bit easier. In such a complex job, any help from other sources can provide you with more time to enquire with other information and intelligence sources to assist your investigation. 
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Task 5
Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Digital Policing, Vulnerability and Risk 

You must choose an incident involving digital technologies and reflect on how you provided an appropriate initial police response. 

	1250 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

This essay will detail an incident of harassment without violence (Legislation.gov (1) 2021) and malicious communications (Legislation.gov.uk (2) 2021) via communication through mobile devices. I will explain the incident and how the offence occurred and how the offences have become apparent with the advances in digital technologies. 

Advances in digital technologies have created a whole new opening for crime in a different dimension, defined as cybercrime. Cybercrime is an umbrella term used for the two types of criminal activity associated with cybercrime; Cyber-dependent crimes and Cyber-enabled crimes. HM Government (2016) defines cybercrime as the following: “cyber-dependent crimes – crimes that can be committed only through the use of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) devices, where the devices are both the tool for committing the crime, and the target of the crime (e.g. developing and propagating malware for financial gain, hacking to steal, damage, distort or destroy data and/or network or activity); and cyber-enabled crimes – traditional crimes which can be increased in scale or reach by the use of computers, computer networks or other forms of ICT (such as cyber-enabled fraud and data theft)”.

Offences can be committed using devices and software from across the globe. With minimal risk to his self, one person could effectively attack a nation digitally and remotely from another location (Holt and Schell, 2011). This details the advances in technologies that allow large businesses and corporations to be attacked by a single person with difficulties of locating and tracking that person. This shows us that crime can be committed on a large-scale level without finding an offender; lower level technological crime can also be difficult to police. 

The incident I will detail involves a female victim and her male ex-partner. There had been issues between both parties when they were together however it was very minor and very rarely had any offences been committed between them. Since the separation the female moved a short distance away and resided approximately 30-minute drive away from the male. For the male to commit any offences would mean he would either have to attend the address and cause problem, or due to the advances in technology and social media, he was able to attempt to make contact with the victim through these channels.
All contact was unwanted from the female and she no longer wanted the male in her life. Due to the distance between them, there was no reason for any contact to be initiated. The growth in social media has enabled people who are not experts in technology ways to communicate with other people and arrange crimes both online and offline (Wall and Williams, 2013). This was shown in my incident as the male was using social media to contact and harass the victim. 
Many different people from different backgrounds are targeted by online harassment. Anonymity provided by the internet can be used as a starting block for harassment although the harassment is often caused by people known to the victim (Duggan, 2017).

Numerous, unwanted messages were sent by the male to the victim on this occasion. There were approximately over 200 messages sent to the victim over a 3-day period. Some of these messages also contained grossly offensive words directed towards the victim and also of a threatening nature. This also added the offence of malicious communications alongside the harassment. 

The victim already experienced mental health issues and these messages only exaggerated that. As Duggan (2017) states, the experience of being harassed online can affect a person mentally and cause them to fear their safety. 
Acknowledging this information from the victim, I wanted to ensure her safety and make attempts to get her help for her mental health. I was aware of the female’s mental health issues prior to this incident. Once I was made aware of this incident, I contacted her to offer her support and to make her aware that it would be myself dealing with the incident. She was already working with an IDVA  (Independent domestic violence advisor) and  was already with her GP for mental health support.

My next step to reduce the risk towards the victim was to locate and arrest the male. I conducted arrest enquiries and located the male at his address. He was arrested for both offences. Following the arrest of the male, I conducted a search of the property to locate any device which may have been used to commit the offence and may hold information of the offence. Section 32 PACE (Police and Criminal Evidence Act  1984) allowed me to search for these items as the power allows any person to be searched by a police constable or the place where they have been arrested at to search for “anything which might be evidence relating to an offence”. (Legislation.gov.uk (3) 2021).
2 mobile devices belonging to the male were found and seized to allow the examination of the devices to take place. This not only allowed the evidence to be collected from the devices, but also helped to safeguard the victim by having the male’s devices to prevent further contact whilst the investigation was ongoing. 
By arresting the male, I was able to examine the mobile devices whilst in custody and the evidence of both offences were located on the devices. I was able to apply for bail conditions to be placed on the male whilst advice on a charging decision was sought from the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service).  The bail imposed was police pre-charge bail. As the CPS website (2021) states, there is sufficient evidence for the police to charge however the matter must be referred to the CPS for their charging decision to be made. Section 37(7)(a) PACE allows bail conditions to be set in this instance. Section 47(1A) PACE states that bail granted in these circumstances does not have any time limit. 
Bail conditions were sufficient in this incident to protect the victim. The conditions were placed for the male not to contact the victim and not to attend any address that she occupied. 

The victim in my incident was aged early in her 20’s. This identifies that any person could be a victim of cybercrime although many people believe the elderly to be most vulnerable.  Many elderly people are targeted by cybercrime whereby criminals offer goods or services where they are not needed. They then take advantage of them for a financial gain. The elderly are targeted by fraudsters online who will offer them products which are not real (Arfi and Agarwal, 2013).

In conclusion, I found that crime has been enhanced by the advances in digital technology. Criminals have been provided with an opportunity to commit crime without having to leave their own home and cause issues. They can sit at home and use modern technology to allow them to commit crimes and they can often go unnoticed. The two types of cybercrime show us that the advances in technology have been used to commit criminal offences that were already there and that some crimes need to have the cyber base for the crime to be committed. 

Cybercrime is not specified or targeted towards any particular age group or personality. Any person can be a victim of cybercrime however certain people are targeted more depending on the type of crime. Any person could be a victim of cyber crime no matter how well educated they are. It happens to everybody. 
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