Caitlin Price	P151674	Ways of Perceiving
[bookmark: _GoBack]Perception exhibition – Feminism
Introduction

If I was to curate my own Exhibition I would base it on Feminism. Feminism is a topic that influences me in life and in my work. It also has a massive impact on society and culture. Feminism is a movement created by women to fight for their rights of equality. It features a range of ideologies, social and political movements that share the same goals, which are to establish and achieve political, economic and social equality of all sexes. While they recognise that there are significant differences between men and women, they believe that stereotypes such as women being forced to stay at home and look after children are wrong, instead they believe both men and women should share all jobs equally. Feminist beliefs can also extend to strong views on the portrayal of women in the media, including the sexualisation of the female figure in modern society.
My exhibition will include works from many artists, all of whom portray their strong views through their artwork, with some work having a more visceral message, while other artists prefer a more subliminal style of putting across their opinions.

Context

There are several reasons why feminism is important to me and within society today as a whole. I will be discussing a couple of them briefly, starting with the beauty industry. Every time-period has had different ideas of what defines beauty, perhaps contributing to the multi-billion-dollar industry’s sustained growth. It can be argued that our perceptions of what beauty is have been largely influenced by the media. It is hugely affected by the Male Gaze which strongly influences the way women perceive themselves. The beauty industry can create unrealistic expectations within developing minds, ultimately contributing towards the insecurity that many people may feel during their teenage years. This premise poses one of the biggest questions of our time: Are women controlled by beauty standards?
Rape culture has also become an interesting topic of conversation over the years with the idea that society normalises and excuses sexual violence in many ways. Women are constantly scrutinized because of how they look and what they wear. The fact that people today say things like ‘She shouldn’t have worn that, she was asking for it’. etc to excuse the guilty and blame the victims is wrong in many ways. This topic becomes more of an increasing issue daily through things such as jokes, pop music lyrics and various other things with no one correcting what is being said or done. An example of artwork that touches on rape culture within my exhibition would Ana Mendieta’s “Untitled (rape scene) 1973”, which is a visceral image suggesting evidence of a woman who has been attacked. A shocking image at first glance, this artwork was clearly intended to leave an impression on the viewers mind about how vile the crime presumably committed in the scene really is.
Another topic within feminism that appears frequently within today’s media, would be that of female empowerment. This includes things such as accepting the differences between men and women, and generally attempting to push a more positive outlook on the female figure within the media without over-sexualising it. There is variance within the boldness of activism across this topic, with some campaigns such as ‘Free the nipple’ being bolder in comparison to activism over public breast feeding. Both movements, however, associate with the general topic of pushing a more positive body image of females within popular culture. An example within my exhibition that would do this would be Carolee Schneeman’s work called “Blood work diary” from 1972. The image displayed within this work is that of period blood over multiple days. Released to the world in 1972, this artwork was a statement aimed at the topic of female censorship within the media, at a time where perceptions towards women in the media were largely changing due to the increasing clout of the feminist movement.
Artists and Artwork

I will be looking at the works of various artists as well as some poets, filmmakers, bloggers and authors that inspire me, starting with the work of Ana Mendieta. Ana Mendieta is a Cuban Photographer, known for her various skills such as painting, sculpting, performing and videoing. (Anon., n.d.) I will be looking at two of her pieces of work one of them being ‘Untitled (self portrait with blood) which she created in 1973.’ (Manchester, 2009) This image suggests that she’s a woman who has just been attacked or beaten up. It’s unclear what has happened but I’m sure we can make a few assumptions. The way she’s posed with her head slightly tilted back suggests that she’s been holding her head up high and standing strong like she so rightly should. The other piece of Ana’s work that I will be featuring is from the same collection of work, ‘Untitled (Rape scene), 1973.’ (Manchester, 2009) This is an image of women whose bottom half has been stripped down and been bent over a table. Blood is smeared everywhere as well as there being a puddle on the floor next to her feet. I think that this is a very raw real image, that the world needed to see. Ana states that all her work has been like this. ‘A personal response to a situation.’ (Manchester, 2009)
Mendieta’s work was hugely influenced by the early works of Hermann Nitsch who was a founding member of the Viennese Actionists which consisted of elaborate, ritualistic performances used to create a shocking combination of sexuality, violence, disgust and moral taboos, he produced an aggressive outlook on mainstream culture with incorporated animal slaughter and bloodily fluids.  Another one of her influences includes Carolee Schneemann who is an American visual artist known for her work on the body, sexuality and gender. I will also be including a piece of work from each of these artists. Nitsch’s work the ‘Six-day play, 1998’ (Anon., n.d.) is a project which consisted of several performances. Considered by Nitsch to be the pinnacle of his artwork by Nitsch himself, his lifelong ambition was to create the Six-day play. This visceral piece of work consists of a blood splattered canvas which I have included because I think that the world shouldn’t be so afraid of blood. I have decided to include this artwork within my exhibition under the context of feminism because the menstrual cycle is a natural occurrence during any woman’s life. I am trying to show the world the realness of these things, periods are nothing to be ashamed or afraid of. Schneemann tried to end the taboo on the menstrual cycle by creating ‘Blood work diary, in 1972.’ (Frances, 2009)
Rupi Kaur is an Indian-Canadian poet, writer, illustrator and performer. (Anon., 2018) She has published a collection of poetry about the experiences of violence, abuse, love, loss and feminity. (Kaur, 2015) There is one poem I’d like to draw attention to in her book Milk & honey on page 22.
A direct and honest piece of work, this poem addresses the idea of consent in sex. Kaur puts across a direct opinion of what she believes rape can be defined as.
In the last 3 years a Canadian photographer named Petra Collins combined forces with Alice Lancaster to create a T-shirt for American Apparel, a US clothing retailer. The T-shirt’s were designed to signify ‘Period Power.’ I have chosen to display ‘Untitled, 2016 (part of the ever-gold projects)’ which is based on the T-shirt’s designed for American Apparel. This image shows us the bare Labia, to tackle the taboos about vaginas and periods. The idea of this image is to be able to look at a real woman’s vagina without grimacing or shying away. The fact that this idea has therefore been turned into a T-shirt is a very influential way to stop the stigma involved with this topic because it is an everyday worn object and it will be seen at various locations, worn by various women/men and there is no way to hide it as it will be in your face. I believe that this is what they are trying to achieve, getting the message out as far as possible, also showing they don’t care what society thinks whilst trying to change it.
Another piece of work that I have decided to include in my exhibition is that of Nan Goldin created in 1984. The image in question is a self-portrait of her face, shown to be clearly battered and bruised. Another honest piece of work, this image is a statement against domestic violence. By showing a raw image of her bruised face, Goldin aims to create an impression on the viewer about the consequences of domestic violence.
The final piece of imagery that I have decided to include in my exhibition is that of Michele Bisaillon. Created in 2017 and given no title, this piece of art displays strong feminine imagery by using a mirror, her hand and a pink sheet to create the impression of a woman touching her vagina. This is another piece of art that is intended to directly display female empowerment, perhaps indicating that women should be proud of the way they look. 
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