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Introduction
In this essay I will talk about business intelligence and focus on how it can help elevate an organisation and research how much of an effect it has on my chosen organisation being Asda. Furthermore I will talk about the many advantages having an effective business intelligence structure can bring to an organisation whilst also pointing out some of the potential negatives it could bring. I will also be going more into depth with business intelligence talking about data warehousing architecture, internal data sources and also external data sources. Whilst doing all of this I will propose my own detailed design of a business intelligence system to specifically fit Asda’s criteria and targets ensuring they get the best results possible.


















System design (part 1)
In this section I am going to talk about the proposed design I have of a business intelligence (BI) system for my chosen business which is the retail store Asda. I have chosen to choose this organisation to write about as I am an Asda employee myself and have some insights into how they operate. Asda is a vast sized retail organisation with over 1000 stores open around the United Kingdom making it the second largest retail store in the United Kingdom to date. An organisation as large as Asda having an effective business intelligence is crucial for utilising massive amounts of transactional, customer, and operational data as the retail industry becomes more competitive. In addition Asda are very competitive when it comes to rival stores trying to compete so having good business intelligence within the organisation is something very important to them and something they value. Business intelligence is a set of processes involving managing data, collecting data and analysing data to help produce insights that inform business strategies. Furthermore a business intelligence analyst is someone who is capable of using data analysis tools to help organisations such as Asda make the correct decisions going forward to ensure they hit their goals and targets, the way they do this is by transforming raw produced data into actionable insights, According to CIO magazine “Although business intelligence does not tell business users what to do or what will happen if they take a certain course, neither is BI only about generating reports. Rather, BI offers a way for people to examine data to understand trends and derive insights”. Another thing organisations use is data warehousing architecture, this is the overall structure of a warehouse system, it explains the process of gathering data from various sources, transforming and cleaning it, storing it, and delivering it to users for reporting and analysis. 
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