Assignment 1 Supporting Paper – Supporting Abilities and Behaviours 
This supporting paper will discuss and evaluate the roles of both, multi-agency and multi-disciplinary partnerships within the care of children and young people, with special educational needs (SEN) in Wales. The paper will also examine the role that the social model of service provision plays, when supporting and caring for these individual children and their families. 
Firstly, there are many ways to define what is considered as a disability, and what difficulties to learning a child with special educational needs (SEN) can encounter. The UK Government (2010) explains under the Equality Act (2010), individuals are deemed disabled if they have a physical or mental impairment that would have a lasting impact, on doing normal day activities. Individuals with a progressive condition can be classed as disabled, as their condition worsens over time. The Medway Council (2018) identify a special educational need (SEN) as a learning disability. The UK Government (2018) says that special educational needs can affect a child’s ability to learn, this could be because of factors such as behaviour or the ability to socialise, having difficulty with reading and writing, not possessing the ability to understand learning or exhibiting poor concentration levels. Children with special educational needs can receive help and support in schools such as, speech therapy, or children with more complex needs can recieve an education, health and care (EHC) plan. The Public Health Wales NHS Trust (2013) reported during 2010/11, there were 11,350 statutory school aged children. aged 5-15 years with a statement of special educational needs in Wales, which is close to 3.1% of overall statutory pupils.
There are many different types of childcare settings for children from an early age. Friedman and Amadeo (1999) categorises these different types of childcare settings, depending on who provides the care, where the care is provided, how the care is provided, and each individual child’s experience within the location of the care delivery. Steinberg et al (2011) splits the different types of childcare settings into three categories, ‘in-home’ care, childcare home or family day care and lastly, is a childcare centre, this is where the child attends a program at a facility outside of the home such as a playgroup or a school (The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 2018).
In every type of childcare setting, there will be many agencies working together with professionals of different disciplines within them. Vickerman (2007) explains this necessity for agencies to work in partnership, through multi-disciplinary methods, as it participates in making sure children with special educational needs, their families and teachers receive the best provision, assistance, and direction to ensure the production of successful learning. The National Health Service England (2014) defines a multi-disciplinary team, as the working together of health and care professionals, to assist individuals with complex care needs, which have been recognised through risk strategies and case outcome. McGrath (1991) put forward some advantages of multi-disciplinary working including, more efficient use of staff resources, specialists are more encouraged to concentrate on gaining specialist skills, greater satisfaction  and support for staff, with the use of their skills being used more effectively, whereas Brown et al (1992) found many strains between specialists, which emerge from the shortage of clearness and shared understanding of each other’s influence to the procedure. Examples of multi-disciplinary specialists that can work, alongside children with special educational needs can include, speech and language therapists to aid children progress their communication skills, physiotherapists to support children’s physical and motor development, occupational therapists to support the best possible activity for individuals during their everyday lives (Roffey and Parry, 2014).
Roffey and Parry (2014) explain the strong recognition between, the working together of organisations and agencies needs to be at structural level, as well as in the response of the individuals needs, and strong relations are needed between health, education, social services, independent and voluntary agencies. According to Farrell (2004) and Doyle (1997) multi agency partnerships can be defined as, agreements between two or more parties who have agreed to work supportively, towards companionable objectives and goals in which there is combined responsibility, joint income of information and shared benefits. There are many key success factors involved with multi-agency working, to which Atkinson et al (2002) identified working with children with special educational needs (SEN). Children with special educational needs and their families can have a broader range of services offered to them, there are easier, more holistic and receptive approaches to services, where they can be more focused on the individual needs of the child. Despite this evidence of multi-agency being effective, Townsley and Robinson (2000) explain that the range, diversity, and many levels of support the families of children with special educational needs receive, can bring problems. The major challenges include lack of funding and resources, who takes the responsibility as the lead multi-agency team and, lack of efficient communication between agencies.
To conclude, Gasper (2010) argues the almost impossibility for multi-agency working to achieve, without the agreement and willingness of those concerned. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are two models of thought about disability, the medical model of disability and the social model of disability. The Social Model of disability was created through the Disability Movement, along with other organisations campaigning for equal rights, opportunities and options for disabled people (Dare and O’Donovan, 2002). The aim of the social model, was built on a number of values which says the outlooks, morals and beliefs within society, cause the disability and not medical impairments. Johnstone (2001) suggests the power over individuals with impairments should be, held by themselves and not professionals, and they do not need to be treated, but those who are within society. Solutions to these problems cannot be efficiently enforced from above or from outside but, can be helped through everyone in society working together, regardless of disability or no disability. Oliver (2013) explains key issues the social model brings such as, it does not account for each individuals impairment, it fails to account for differences and categorises disabled people as one standardised group, rather than a composite group of individuals who vary in terms of their gender, sexuality, race, age and individual impairment, however, Shakespeare (2013) explains the social model is ‘powerful’, as it is easily explained and understood and has been effective in the self-esteem, of those individuals with an impairment.
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