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AI Acknowledgement
I acknowledge the use of AI Overview (www.google.co.uk) on 06/01/2025 to support my research. I used the prompt(s): 
1. why do schools need to work closely with parents on attendance and punctuality. 
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. 
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence. 

Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
Try to support your key messages with research; who agrees? Who disagrees?

	I have tried to compare and contrast different research to support my discussion about Forest schools and translation apps.

	
Provide a counterargument for recommendations made/critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with

	I have highlighted the potential barrier to my forest school recommendation.

	
Extend your reading support to support your referencing with particular attention to practical recommendations

	I have aimed to provide references wherever possible, including for my recommendations.






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
Introduction
Throughout this assignment, it shall identify the different ways that School X has created a positive relationship with its community and the children’s parents. It will discuss the positives and negatives of School X's opportunities and provide some suggestions on what could be done to further support these opportunities, as well as a suggestion for a new possible way of a positive engagement with the community. 
Community Profile 
School X is in an urban location near to the west of Carmarthen. This school is a moderately large school. My local school reported that in 2024, School X had 469 pupils attending, which has been a great increase since the ESTYN report in 2011; however, it is a decrease from the 2018 report. In this moderately large school, there are 16 classes, which include 2 nurseries. ESTYN reports that in 2018, the pupils with free school meals and additional learning needs (ALN) were below the national average, which has again decreased from the 2011 ESTYN report. The school's budget per pupil has increased from £3,530 in 2021-22 to £4,363 in 2024-25. There is a private day nursery near the school; however, the school itself does not have a Flying Start program, but there is a Flying Start provision at the Argel Centre, which parents may take their children to.
The school is located near a small play area, which the children should be able to explore on trips out of the school. It is also near an area where the children can be taught about road safety. 
Friends of School X have regular meetings to plan for special events and provide resources for the children. Friends of School X also holds regular events to raise funds for the school and ensure that parents are involved in the school's community.
[bookmark: _Int_klmEj5ry]The school's local area is surrounded with multiple opportunities for the children to have a range experiences in exploring the area. The school is in close proximity to a leisure centre and swimming pool which the school uses by taking classes for swimming lessons. There are also places that the children can be taken to for a rewarding day out such as Green Castle Woods, Llansteffan beach and castle. There is also Carmarthen castle in the town centre where they can learn further about the history of Welsh castles and gain an understanding about the Welsh heritage that is in the area and how it has changed, grown and expanded over the years.  Bishops Palace Museum, Abergwili, Merlin’s Hill, The National Botanic Garden of Wales, Carmarthen showground and Carmarthen Livestock market off the A40 
Trips out provide the opportunity for community engagement and to explore the local area. There are further links with the community and the local area with regular visits from the police liaison officer. This can create a familiar association with the police, which could allow the children to feel safe in reporting crimes that they may witness or be part of currently or in the future. The children also participate in local competitions, which means that they are engaging with the community, and when participating, the school's involvement in competitions may be recognised in local newspapers.
School X also has ties to a local conservation group. This could mean this group gives presentations in assemblies but also provides lessons for class discussion about what ways children can participate to help the environment. This could bring awareness to the children about specific topics, and the teacher may then be able to create lesson plans to give the children the ability to grow a deeper understanding of the Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship subject.
Community engagement 
ESTYN (2018) reported the recommendation that School X should work on their children’s punctuality and attendance. ESTYN stated that School X, although it has been providing support for parents with their children learning at home through workshops, has been less successful in encouraging the parents to improve their children's attendance. The Department of Education (2024) suggests that regular text messages to parents and carers can be an effective way of communicating with the parents about the child’s attendance and can increase attendance when it has dropped below 95%. These messages can also be about the child's high attendance to help encourage the child to attend but also encourage the parents that their child is doing well in school. Providing more regular messages to the parents about their child’s attendance may allow School X to improve their attendance for their next ESTYN inspection and also improve their parental engagement in improving and understanding the importance of their child’s attendance at school.
School X uses an app called Schoop. This is where the school can create alerts that could be sent to the whole school or individual classes. With the they can send up to 125 words in these alerts. Shoop can translate their alerts into 41 languages for the parents to be able to fully understand the alerts. The parents also have auto-translate or manual translate options for the alerts. This could mean that the parents are able to fully understand what has been sent out by the school because they are able to translate the alert into the appropriate language for them and that they do not have to struggle to read the alert in English if it is not their first language. 
However, “One major issue is their potential for inaccuracy.” Oxford Open Learning points out that a problem with a translation app or a feature on an app can be inconsistent; this means that when the school sends out an alert, the text may be inaccurate if it has a more complex phrasing. This could influence the relationship between the parents and school as parents may become frustrated when they have not been able to understand an alert when it may be requesting them to participate or send something in with the child, and they have not been able to understand that request. This could mean that even though alerts can be translated into 41 languages it may not be consistent in all the languages. Which can mean that it may be accurate for some of the parents' languages but not all of them, meaning that some parents may be confused about what is sent.  
[bookmark: _Int_VPeqUmeJ]School X also supports community engagement by taking the children to visit local residential care homes. This can be where the children can have regular interactions with the elderly in these care homes and these visits could benefit the children's social and emotional development. This could benefit the children's emotional development as they could learn to empathise with the elderly. Guest blogger Emma Clarke (2021) on connect childcare states that children will quickly realise that the elderly they meet may have mobility and memory issues which they may not have experienced with other adults that they know. Further stating that when visiting the residential care home, children learn to show care and concern for the elderly and develop an understanding that people have different physical and mental abilities. This could support the children's emotional development of empathy and understanding. It can be assumed that the children will acquire an understanding of the diversity of the world and should then be able to use their experiences when interacting with others who may have the same issues, but to also be able to adapt to other issues their peers or family members may have.
The Welsh government created an outdoor learning handbook in 2009 where practitioners can find advice on using their outdoor resources to the best that they can to support the children's learning and development. The handbook discusses that children benefit from learning outdoors and that for the child to gain experiences effectively, a partnership with practitioners, parents and the wider community is required. It later suggests that parents always have ideas for their children's learning but may be hesitant to express them to the teacher. This can be beneficial for the teachers to be able to ask the parents if they have any ideas of what could be taught outside, as some may suggest trips out to local areas that could be a beneficial learning resource for the school to access. As well as providing the opportunity to further children’s understanding of the environment.
School X could further develop the children's engagement and enjoyment of the natural environment with forest school activities in local woodlands such as Green Castle Woods or further afield at Keepers, Brechfa forest. Dabaja and Uysal (2022) suggest that forest school can have a positive impact on the children’s families as when the child is gaining more of an interest in forest school and the forest, it's likely they will want to take their families out and educate them about what they have learned. This would be going out to local woodland and showing their families their knowledge about the different trees and plants. 
To further this, Global Citizenship Education (GCED) supports the opportunity to learn outdoors. GCED's main goal is to help students build a sense of community with the world and encourage them to be responsible and active in it. GCED views its vision as a civic learning possibility that needs the student's active participation in activities that address global issues such as social and environmental nature.
O’Brien (2009) discusses that children's learning can be positively impacted when they are in an outdoor area. During forest school, children learn about nature, animals, and plants around them. The children are able to focus on tasks over a period of time during forest school, which suggests that the children could fully learn about the environment in the area that they are taken to for the period of days that the forest school is run. These areas could be the local areas around them meaning that children can explore the local area but are also learning about how to preserve it. To further this, School X can use their ties to the local conservation group to work in partnership during the forest school to share ideas for providing children with experiences to gain a better understanding of the world. But also sharing knowledge on how they can support the environment whether it is at their home, visiting families with gardens or even possibly just having the understanding to clean up after themselves on days out into parks or woodland areas.
However, Leather (2018) argues that forest school leaders who hold the level 3 qualification may need further training to better understand the influence of play on children’s learning. Leather further states that the Forest School experience only uses lower-skilled practitioners who can only provide a range of activities at a standard performance during the forest school sessions. It does not appear that School X has a programme of Forest school activities to benefit its pupils, and it is recommended that this is an aspect that they may like to consider in future school developments. Especially as Green Castle Woods is only a few miles away and Brechfa Forest is 15 miles away. The barrier to this may be funding for transport and staff training. To overcome this barrier, the school could seek sponsorship from local businesses or apply for grants or “Friends of the School” to organise fundraisers to support the cost.
Conclusion
In conclusion, this assignment has made clear that School X has created many positive opportunities for the students to engage with the community and has created positive relationships between themselves, the community, and the parents. It is evident that School X focuses on positive relationships and working in partnership with local organisations and facilities; however, as stated further up, it may be beneficial for them to consider a forest school for the children’s learning and their involvement in the community. The last ESTYN report stated that the school makes very good use of community partnerships to enhance its curriculum and continues to do so. However, in the 2018 Estyn report it was recommended that the school needed to do more to improve attendance and punctuality and if measures now in place have improved this aspect the school needs to continue and maintain good attendance and punctuality. They may like to implement texting parents where there is either concern or commendation warranted. 
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