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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This dissertation is very well written with clear expression, beginning with an excellent abstract outlining its central thesis and findings. The introduction outlines its core academic rationale, which is to examine the extent to which the contemporary Bahamian festival of Junkanoo retains the cosmological and spiritual principles of its African origins, introducing the festival and some of the key terms. The introductory sections present the scope of the inquiry very clearly, noting the African cosmological frames that will be used as lens, and briefly stating the methodologies that will be employed. The dissertation is very well structured, with a contents page outlining the flow of the sections, reflecting your exploration of the topic and pathway towards your research findings, a clear introductory section and a concluding section outlining the whole and surmising the findings. 
You use a good range of primary and secondary sources, and your referencing is mostly consistent, however, the formatting of the references could do with some attention to align it with university guidelines. For example, page numbers for publications should just be preceded by ‘p. ...’ or pp. …’ rather than ‘pg./Pg./pg/Pg’ etc. and (see e.g. note 102) you should always give a link when citing from an online source, as well as the date you accessed it. However, these are minor points for improvement that do not detract from what is an excellent piece of work. The bibliography shows a wide range of reading around the topic and thorough research to unearth interesting sources that add to a picture of the region and the practices described. For example, where you cite newspapers from the time to show elements of the Junkanoo festival existent in the 1840s. You have clearly spent a great deal of time thinking about and exploring material related to the topic. 
The dissertation moves from the introduction to a literature review that identifies gaps in the academic studies on the Junkanoo and your intent to address one: research on ‘specific African cosmologies’ underlying Junkanoo and what elements of these, if any, may still exist in contemporary practice. The discussion of this literature is relevant and appropriate for the topic, providing the reader with helpful explanations of key context around Junkanoo and concepts integral to it. You delineate the scope of the discussion within context of the academic rationale skilfully in framing the discussion. For example, on pp. 7–8 where you justify the thinking behind using ‘umbrella identities’ as frame for discussing possible African cosmologies underpinning the Junkanoo, proposing six ethnic groups as focus for your research. The summary of your literature review and discussion of gaps in the literature is also excellent (pp. 27-28), clearly demonstrating the pertinence of your research.   
You open your methodology section by outlining the academic rationale for your methodological approach, as Afrocentric. This is a good section, well supported by existent literature. It would have been a good point to your position as ‘insider/outsider’ in this Afrocentric vs Eurocentric debate, so that the reader could understand the possible challenges you might face in adopting an ‘Afrocentric’ approach to the festival and your informants. However, the discussion of your design for the research is very well considered, underpinned by relevant literature, and paints a clear picture for the reader of its method (prioritising participants voices) and approach (qualitative, using semi-structured interviews). You consider reflexively your positioning in relation to the respondents, discuss the aspects of this you need to consider in approaching both gathering and analysing the data, and measures you took to mitigate the challenges. This is excellent, as is the section identifying possible limitations to the study and ethical considerations within it.  
The section following discusses your findings under a series of subheadings, which lends a good structure to the data analysis, each having their own conclusion. You clearly gave careful thought as to how to analyse the data to best effect, and your discussion of your findings uses the direct voice of the respondents to support your analysis, which is very good. You make some interesting observations regarding elements of Junkanoo, such as music, costumes, crowd energy, linking these back to specific African traditions noted as present from its origins. The summary and analysis of your findings is well grounded in your previous discussion and very convincing in highlighting the value of this research within and for existent scholarship on Junkanoo, locating ‘African metaphysical systems’ in its contemporary performance, as liminal space providing access to multiple realms. 
The dissertation concludes with a nuanced and insightful discussion of its findings that is very well structured and argued, giving an overview of the research’s core questions and surmising your findings. You make a compelling case for the relevance of such research, and this is an extremely good piece of research—well done!
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This dissertation investigates if the contemporary Bahamian festival of Junkanoo still contains traces of the African cosmology from which it descends. It is well structured and extremely well written.
It starts well with a clear introduction which introduces Junkanoo and states the aim of the dissertation, the academic rationale and your approach. Your literature review is comprehensive and a strong part of the dissertation is where you identify both the gaps in the literature, particularly a study of the modern-day Nassau-based Junkanoo festival and the themes that emerge from the literature and base your research questions on them. These themes are then correctly revisited in your findings, where they are discussed with reference to the literature, and again in your conclusions. 
Your methodology appropriately uses an African-centred approach and you justify this well and clearly explain what the methodology involves. You also justify your qualitative analysis and outline your ethical approach.  
You use an excellent range of primary secondary sources and engage with them throughout.
Some minor points:
· There are places where a sentence or two of explanation would have added to the text such as on p. 4 where you write ‘One theory, echoed by Janet DeCosmo and Raphael Njoku, links it to an Akan leader, 'John Connu,' though this is presented as only one element in a more complex history’ or on p. 5 where you refer to the ‘Eleutheran Adventurers’. 
· While your referencing is good there are some references are incomplete such as number 53. You cannot assume that all readers will have access to JSTOR. 
However, these are very minor and do not detract from an excellent dissertation which addresses gaps in the literature and significantly adds to existing scholarship.
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