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Knowledge Check (Scenarios): Powers of Entry

Question 1:  Rogers resides in a ground floor flat of a multi-storey house. He is wanted for an offence of burglary and one day officers arrest Rogers while he is leaving his flat. The officers believe that Rogers has stolen property from the burglary and hidden it in the building. 

Which, if any, of the following rooms may be searched by the officers, in these circumstances? 
A. Roger’s flat
B. The lounge and kitchen used by all the residents 
C. Any room in the building
D. None, a warrant must be obtained.
i) (A) only 
ii) (A) and (B) only 
iii) (C) 
iv) (D) 


Question 2: You arrest John at his friend Peter’s house on suspicion of theft. Do you have the power
to search Peter’s house before leaving for the police station? 
A. Yes, with Peter’s permission 
B. Yes, there is a power under Section 32 to search the house as John was in 
C. The premises when arrested.
D. No, the property is not owned or controlled by the suspect 
E. Yes, if permission is given by an inspector. 


Question 3: Before entering any premises under Section 17 PACE, you must seek the permission of an officer of the rank of inspector or above.  True or False?


Question 4: You must at all times get an inspector’s authority before you carry out a Section 18 PACE search. True or False?


Question 5: When conducting a Section 18(1) PACE search, and the occupier is present, he or she should: 
A. Be given a notice of powers and rights at the time 
B. Be informed that if they write to the police station within 12 months they will receive a copy of the record.

i) (A) only 
ii) (B) only 
iii) Both can apply 
iv) Neither of the above is technically correct. 
Question 6: You have arrested SMITHERS on suspicion of theft of car stereos and have obtained a
Section 18 PACE authority to search his lockup garage. While conducting the search of the garage,
you find five cameras which match the description of those stolen in a burglary two weeks
previously.  Do you: 
A. Seize the cameras under Section 19 PACE? 
B. Seek permission from the duty inspector for authorisation to seize the cameras? 
C. Return to the station and obtain a search warrant? 
D. Arrest him on suspicion of burglary and seize the cameras under Section 32 of PACE? 

Question 7: What Power of Entry can you use when recapturing an escaped prisoner whom you are
pursuing? 
A. S17 PACE
B. S18 PACE 
C. S32 PACE 
D. Common Law 

Question 8: SMYTHE is wanted for rape. You see him and approach him but before you are able to
arrest him he runs off into his brother’s house and locks the door. He asks what you want and when
told refuses to come out. There is nobody else in the house. You may enter, by force if necessary,
and arrest SMYTHE because: 
A. He has committed burglary 
B. You are in immediate pursuit of an escaped prisoner 
C. He has committed an indictable offence - rape 
D. You are authorised under the Sexual Offences Act. 


Question 9: Section 32 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act gives police officers the power to
enter and search premises where a person was at the time of their arrest or immediately before if
the offence for which he/she was arrested is an indictable offence. Which of the following
statements is true regarding this power? 
A. This power only extends to a search for evidence of the offence for which they were arrested. 
B. This power extends to a search for evidence of any offence. 
C. This power extends to a search for evidence of the offence for which they were arrested as well as anything which they might use to injure themselves/others or assist their escape.
D. This power extends to a search for evidence of any offence as well as anything which they might use to injure themselves/others or assist their escape. 
Question 10: Section 17 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act gives a police officer powers to
enter premises and search for persons under certain specified circumstances. Which of the following
statements is true regarding this power? 
A. Except for the purpose of saving life and limb or preventing serious damage to property, the power is only exercisable if the constable has reasonable grounds for believing that the person they are seeking is on the premises. 
B. In all cases when entering premises under Section 17 PACE the permission of the occupier must be obtained. 
C. A constable must have reasonable grounds for believing that the person they are seeking is on the premises in all cases including saving life and limb or preventing serious damage to property. 
D. A constable must have reasonable grounds for suspecting that the person they are seeking is on the premises in all cases including saving life and limb or preventing serious damage to property. 


Question 11: A search under Section 18 can be authorised for the purpose of finding: 
A. Evidence of the offence for which the person was arrested only. 
B. Stolen property only. 
C. Evidence of any offence (whether he was arrested for that offence or not). 
D. Evidence of the offence for which the person was arrested or evidence of another indictable offence which is connected to or similar to that offence. 


Question 12: Section 19 specifies circumstances where a constable may seize evidence if he or she is
lawfully on any premises. What type of evidence can be seized? 
A. Evidence of indictable offences only. 
B. Only evidence of an offence which has been reported to the police. 
C. Only evidence of the specific offence which the officer is investigating. 
D. Evidence of any offence whether indictable or not. 
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