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Architecture in my hometown, 
Chandlers Cottage-Huncote.
Content:
· History of house
· Scans of original house
· Architectural history on the house
· Scans of legal documents relating to architectural history and developments in further construction.
· Architectural history on Huncote village.
· Development on the house and what it looks like today.
History of the house:
[image: ]
[image: ] The house was originally owned by the Chandler’s family, here is an image of the lady of the house, Chandlers wife. Along with a photo I’ve taken of the original family tree, found in the house that was completed by Peter Ball, (M&M Ball.)








[image: KINGSTON:chandlers house research:Scan of original house, developments and land.pdf]Scan of original house:   

I scanned this photograph, taken by a drone of the cottage before Mr Barrows started to repair and fix the cottage to meet today’s building regulations.
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Original image of the road leading to the cottage, the original scenery, structure of the house in the distance. Photograph from 1860’s.
 





Chandlers Cottage:
I decided to focus my research on the cottage within the town, not only because its one of the original buildings from the very historic village, but it also had family history, ancestry and deed documents that I am able to look at. It’s a reliable piece of research.

Original built in 1859 as a 2 up and 2 down parallel with Croft Hill Road, occupied by Enoch Chandler and his wife Eliza.
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In line with the main form of employment in Huncote at the time, Enoch was a crofter and his wife a seamstress. 

Crofting in the local villages declined during the late 19th century due to the industrial revolution and Leicester becoming a hosiery and clothing-manufacturing centre. Many villages went to work in the Leicester factories. Local employment changed to quarrying with granite quarries opened in both Huncote and the adjacent village of Croft
Enoch died in 1895 and Eliza in 1898.

The 1903 Ordinance Survey maps show the property as 3 houses, known as Croft Hill Cottages. It is thought that between Eliza’s death in 1898 and 1903 the building went through vast change. The rear of the house was extended and a further 2 up and 2 down rooms added to the east side, turning it into the 3 separate two up two down houses. The Croft Hill Cottages were known locally as quarrymen’s cottages.

Whilst each of the cottages had their own garden space there was a shared right of way for each of the cottages to the well on the east side and Water Closet on the west.
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During the 1960’s the houses were sold with number 1 being sold first in 1962, and number 2 being bought by the same owner in 1963. In May 1964 the occupant to number 3 Croft Hill Road died and the local council placed a Closing Order on this house as unfit for human habitation due to severe settlement to the NE corner and damp to all the ground floor walls. In 1965 the owner of numbers 1 and 2 had little choice but to buy this house or suffer having it demolished.
It is worth noting this order stayed in place until the present owner bought all three cottages in 1984.

The ground strata under the original house are well-compacted sands and gravels but changes to more silty sands towards the east (and nearer to the flood plain). Clearly the Victorian builders were far more knowledgeable of the local conditions then those carrying out the extensions and alterations between 1898 and 1903, hence the settlement to the NE corner of number 3.
During the late 60’s and early 70’s the occupier place a concrete foundation under the NE corner of the house, inserted a blue brick damp course to the entire building and placed an asphalt covering to all the ground floors and joined the 3 houses into 0ne. A private sewer was installed to join the main Water Authority drain approximately 100m north of the property and the roof covering was replaced with concrete tiles.

Unfortunately, this work was carried out unsympathetically with poor connection between the individual houses and many of the original features were lost and the weight of the concrete tiles started roof spread and bowing of the upper walls.

The present owner (Mr Barrows) replace the roof covering with slate and whilst trying to retain as many original features as possible replaced many of the missing features using materials akin to the Victorian era and age of the property. 

Although the property was now basically one the address of the property was still 1, 2 and 3 Croft Hill Road. In 1992 the present owner successfully applied to the Local Authority to change the address to Chandlers’ Cottage in recognition of the original owner of the 19th Century.
With the exception of the addition of a Utility Room, garage and workshop to the west the house remains very close to the original 1903 layout.
















  Scans of original documents:

    [image: ][image: ][image: ] 
[image: ]Here is the scan of the original legal documents to the cottage from the 1960’s. this document shows the deed of the toilet and well/ water facilities at the time as they’d have to walk through one another’s properties to gain access. This is poor choice from an architectural view as the toilet was on the top of the hill as the cottage is on a downhill slant, and the well is at the bottom, causing poor conditions in the water supply at the time.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
All documents and imagery in this work are the original documents, belonging to the current owners of chandlers cottage, All research gathered was collected from Mr.K.Barrown, current owner of the cottage, of whom has developed and furthered the construction since the original build in 1859.

The original documents showed how the architecture was at fault and made me realise the developments the cottage has undercome to be a suitable home. 













History and architecture on the Village:
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]


    

 

Croft hill quarry, directly opposite the cottage was originally a first- century roman granite quarry, used in the construction of foundations and bridges in the local area, all buildings in the towns Huncote and croft hill, located on either side of the cottage were build using local products from Leicestershire and the croft hill quarry at the time. Majority of the buildings in this old town still stand today, however because of the way they’re build much like the cottage they’ve had to undergo a lot of construction to make them past todays building regulations.

Development of village and cottage/Chandler’s cottage today, how its changed:

[image: ]After speaking to the present owner of the house, and being shown photograph of the previous state of the house before undergoing construction I learnt that on the east side of the house (photograph shown as the house currently looks today) originally had 2 windows, however because of poor construction, on window had to be bricked over in order to prevent part off the east wall from falling off. This was also causing cracking to the front of the house and damage to the roof.
Rear view:                                              West side:                         East side:                                  
[image: ][image: ][image: ]






Front view of house:
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
By including the different views of the house, you can see the changes in development from a cottage that was once three houses in the 1960’s. the original part of the house were stepped up during construction as you can see in the following photos, however as the years went by the part of the house added on were stepped down, this shows a time line of the architectural history, along with the use of binding joists in rooms such as the kitchen and hallways and a buttress wall, this forms the majority of the walls both inside and outside the building. More modern parts on the house include the masonry work done to the west wing turning a side building what would have been used to hold logs into a garage.


Scan image of house during development construction:
[image: ]This image was taken from google, I’ve used this image to show the difference from the original photographs of the cottage and the development of how it is now and how much work was done in order for it to change, and become a success.




Links to all scans of original photographs, documents and information used during this piece of work: 









 

Web links: https://www.huncote-pc.gov.uk/village-history.html
https://goo.gl/maps/Eq8M7kg2HXA2
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Scan of original house, developments and land.pdf
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Scan grant of easement.pdf
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Scan deed.pdf
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Scan dark prints.pdf
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Scan recorded delivery.pdf
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Scan of village1890's.pdf
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Scan of original owner chandlers wife.pdf
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Land Plan.pdf
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Fosse Plan.pdf
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