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Architecture in my hometown, 
Chandlers Cottage-Huncote.
Content:
· History of house
· Scans of original house
· Architectural history on the house
· Scans of legal documents relating to architectural history and developments in further construction.
· Architectural history on Huncote village.
· Development on the house and what it looks like today.
History of the house:
[image: ]
[image: ] The house was originally owned by the Chandler’s family, here is an image of the lady of the house, Chandlers wife. Along with a photo I’ve taken of the original family tree, found in the house that was completed by Peter Ball, (M&M Ball.)








[image: KINGSTON:chandlers house research:Scan of original house, developments and land.pdf]Scan of original house:   

I scanned this photograph, taken by a drone of the cottage before Mr Barrows started to repair and fix the cottage to meet today’s building regulations.
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Original image of the road leading to the cottage, the original scenery, structure of the house in the distance. Photograph from 1860’s.
 





Chandlers Cottage:
I decided to focus my research on the cottage within the town, not only because its one of the original buildings from the very historic village, but it also had family history, ancestry and deed documents that I am able to look at. It’s a reliable piece of research.

Original built in 1859 as a 2 up and 2 down parallel with Croft Hill Road, occupied by Enoch Chandler and his wife Eliza.
N
Croft Hill Road










In line with the main form of employment in Huncote at the time, Enoch was a crofter and his wife a seamstress. 

Crofting in the local villages declined during the late 19th century due to the industrial revolution and Leicester becoming a hosiery and clothing-manufacturing centre. Many villages went to work in the Leicester factories. Local employment changed to quarrying with granite quarries opened in both Huncote and the adjacent village of Croft
Enoch died in 1895 and Eliza in 1898.

The 1903 Ordinance Survey maps show the property as 3 houses, known as Croft Hill Cottages. It is thought that between Eliza’s death in 1898 and 1903 the building went through vast change. The rear of the house was extended and a further 2 up and 2 down rooms added to the east side, turning it into the 3 separate two up two down houses. The Croft Hill Cottages were known locally as quarrymen’s cottages.

Whilst each of the cottages had their own garden space there was a shared right of way for each of the cottages to the well on the east side and Water Closet on the west.
N
2 Croft Hill Road
1 Croft Hill Road
3 Croft Hill Road
Croft Hill Road









During the 1960’s the houses were sold with number 1 being sold first in 1962, and number 2 being bought by the same owner in 1963. In May 1964 the occupant to number 3 Croft Hill Road died and the local council placed a Closing Order on this house as unfit for human habitation due to severe settlement to the NE corner and damp to all the ground floor walls. In 1965 the owner of numbers 1 and 2 had little choice but to buy this house or suffer having it demolished.
It is worth noting this order stayed in place until the present owner bought all three cottages in 1984.

The ground strata under the original house are well-compacted sands and gravels but changes to more silty sands towards the east (and nearer to the flood plain). Clearly the Victorian builders were far more knowledgeable of the local conditions then those carrying out the extensions and alterations between 1898 and 1903, hence the settlement to the NE corner of number 3.
During the late 60’s and early 70’s the occupier place a concrete foundation under the NE corner of the house, inserted a blue brick damp course to the entire building and placed an asphalt covering to all the ground floors and joined the 3 houses into 0ne. A private sewer was installed to join the main Water Authority drain approximately 100m north of the property and the roof covering was replaced with concrete tiles.

Unfortunately, this work was carried out unsympathetically with poor connection between the individual houses and many of the original features were lost and the weight of the concrete tiles started roof spread and bowing of the upper walls.

The present owner (Mr Barrows) replace the roof covering with slate and whilst trying to retain as many original features as possible replaced many of the missing features using materials akin to the Victorian era and age of the property. 

Although the property was now basically one the address of the property was still 1, 2 and 3 Croft Hill Road. In 1992 the present owner successfully applied to the Local Authority to change the address to Chandlers’ Cottage in recognition of the original owner of the 19th Century.
With the exception of the addition of a Utility Room, garage and workshop to the west the house remains very close to the original 1903 layout.
















  Scans of original documents:

    [image: ][image: ][image: ] 
[image: ]Here is the scan of the original legal documents to the cottage from the 1960’s. this document shows the deed of the toilet and well/ water facilities at the time as they’d have to walk through one another’s properties to gain access. This is poor choice from an architectural view as the toilet was on the top of the hill as the cottage is on a downhill slant, and the well is at the bottom, causing poor conditions in the water supply at the time.
[image: ][image: ][image: ]
All documents and imagery in this work are the original documents, belonging to the current owners of chandlers cottage, All research gathered was collected from Mr.K.Barrown, current owner of the cottage, of whom has developed and furthered the construction since the original build in 1859.

The original documents showed how the architecture was at fault and made me realise the developments the cottage has undercome to be a suitable home. 













History and architecture on the Village:
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]


    

 

Croft hill quarry, directly opposite the cottage was originally a first- century roman granite quarry, used in the construction of foundations and bridges in the local area, all buildings in the towns Huncote and croft hill, located on either side of the cottage were build using local products from Leicestershire and the croft hill quarry at the time. Majority of the buildings in this old town still stand today, however because of the way they’re build much like the cottage they’ve had to undergo a lot of construction to make them past todays building regulations.

Development of village and cottage/Chandler’s cottage today, how its changed:

[image: ]After speaking to the present owner of the house, and being shown photograph of the previous state of the house before undergoing construction I learnt that on the east side of the house (photograph shown as the house currently looks today) originally had 2 windows, however because of poor construction, on window had to be bricked over in order to prevent part off the east wall from falling off. This was also causing cracking to the front of the house and damage to the roof.
Rear view:                                              West side:                         East side:                                  
[image: ][image: ][image: ]






Front view of house:
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
By including the different views of the house, you can see the changes in development from a cottage that was once three houses in the 1960’s. the original part of the house were stepped up during construction as you can see in the following photos, however as the years went by the part of the house added on were stepped down, this shows a time line of the architectural history, along with the use of binding joists in rooms such as the kitchen and hallways and a buttress wall, this forms the majority of the walls both inside and outside the building. More modern parts on the house include the masonry work done to the west wing turning a side building what would have been used to hold logs into a garage.


Scan image of house during development construction:
[image: ]This image was taken from google, I’ve used this image to show the difference from the original photographs of the cottage and the development of how it is now and how much work was done in order for it to change, and become a success.




Links to all scans of original photographs, documents and information used during this piece of work: 









 

Web links: https://www.huncote-pc.gov.uk/village-history.html
https://goo.gl/maps/Eq8M7kg2HXA2
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Scan grant of easement.pdf
DEED is made the M day of %/(

_One thousand nine hundred and sixty six BETWEEN

JOSN TDMAS COATES RAYMOND JOHN COATES and MARY ELLEN COATES all of Hall Farm Huncote

in the Commty of Leicester (hereinafter called "the Grantors") of the first part

"m BOE LINITED whose Chief Office is situate at Poultry in the City of London

{Bereimafter called "the Bank") of the second part and DONALD WILFRED DRINKALL and his

wife PANEIA DEDERALL both of Number 1 Croft Road Huncote aforesaid (hereinafter called

®the Crantees®) of the third part WHEREAS :-

{t) T== Crantors are seised in fee simple in possession of the Farm house buildings and
several closes of land known as The Hall Farm Huncote aforesaid part of which is shown
 and edged pink on the plan drawn hereon Subject only to a lMortgage dated the Eleventh
T dsy of Septesber One thousand nine hundred and fifty nine and made between the Grantors
! of the one part and the Bank of the other part but otherwise free from incumbrances ——
! (2) TE Crantees are seised in fee simple in possession free fyom incumbrances of the
|

messuages and premises known as Numbers 1, 2 and 3 Crofs Hill ifoad Huncote aforesaid

edged blue on the said plan ———

desire to lay and construct a line of sewer pipes through and under

the land edged pink on the said plan from the land edged blue between the points marked

/

| *A* gnd "B' and shown by a dotted line and to connect into the main sewer at the manholg
shown by the letter 'B' — —
(4) THE Grentors have agreed in consideration of the payment of Ten Pounds to grant to

. the Crantees such rights in respect of the said sewer or drain as are hereinafter

E described and the Bank has agreed to join herein in manner hereinafter app earing -

0¥ THIS DEED WITNESSETH as follows:-

. IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of TEN POUNDS paid by the Grantees to the Grantors (the

receipt whereof the Grantors hereby acknowledge) the Grantors as Trustees hereby grant

,.2

and convey and the Bank as liortgagee hereby surrenders and releases unto the Grantees

FIRST FULL right and liberty to lay at a proper depth beneath the surface of the

said land edged pink on the plan a line of glazed pipes Four inches in diameter in the

position indicated by a dotted yellow line between the points marked 'A' and 'B' on the

said plan and to use the same for the passage or conveyance of sewage water and soil
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DATED y~ ’Qﬁ"“' - 1966

MESSRS. J. T. and R, T. CCATES and

MRS. M, E. COATES and their MORTGAGEE

—and

MR. D, W, & MRS. P. DRINKALL

GRANT

T. P, KEITH OAKEY,
HINCKLEY .

P
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fee simple as joint tenants =

The Vendors in execution of the said statutory trusts for sale
bave agreed with the Purchaser for the sale to him of the said
groperty hereinafter conwyed for an estate in fee simple in

3
. possession free frum imcusbrances at ihe priecs of three Mundred

and eighty pounds -
‘ i as follpwe:~

pursuance of the said agreement and in consideration of the sum
pundred and eighty pounds paid by the Purchaser to the Vendors
P receipt whereof the Vendors heyeby scknowledge) the Vendors as
stees hereby convey unto the Purphaser w:msmge or tcnoment
h the ground outbulldings and eppurtensnces thereto belonging

mate and being Number 1 Croft Hill Road Huncote in the said County
Leicester the site of which said mroperty is for the purpose of
mtification only delineated on the plan annexed hereto and thereon
jpd with the colour pink JOGEIHER with ihe right for the Purchaser

| others the owners snd occupiers for the time being of the property
;* conveyed of user as at presgnt enjoyed in ocomnection with the

jper iy hereby conveyed in common with the Vendors and all other





|
1

dey of P 20 A

ons thousand nine hundred and fifty eight mmm
BATER of 21 Kendalls Avenue Croft in the County of Leicester Excavator

Driver and SYLVIA MARY VARNEY of 34 Petersfield Croft aforesaid Spimster

(hereinafter called "the Vendors®) of the ome part and EENNIE POYNER
EAEREN of 20 Edward Avenus Narborough Rosd South Breunstone ia the ssid
Jounty of leicester Lorry Driver (hereinafter called "the Purchaser") of

b ol I
is made the MM,

the other part e . J

[EEREAS :- |

1) By a Conveyance dated the twenty sixth day of August one thousand
nine hundred and fifty three apd made betf.waen Elsie Wright of the
one part and the Vendors of the other part the property hereinafter
conveyed was (with other property) conveyed unto the Vendors in

\

fee simple as joint tenants -

2) The Vendors in executiom of the said statutory trusts for sale
have agreed iith the Purcheser for the sale to him of the said
property hereimafter conwyed for an estate in fee simple in
po.ponsim free from imcusbrances at e price of turee hundred

and eighty pounds -
WITNE as follows:~

ks __IN pursuance of the said agreement and in consideration of the sum
»f three hundred and eighty pounds paid by the Purchaser to the Vendors
(the receipt whereof the Vendors hereby acknowledge) the Vendors as
Trustees hereby convey unto the Purchaser ALL THAT messuage or tenement
with the ground outbuildings and ap;w.ricnnncas thereto belonging.
situate and being Numher 1 met Hill Road Huncote in the sald County
of Leicester the site of which said property is for the parpose of
jdemtafication only delineated on the plan annexed hereto and thereon
edged with the colour pink. CHER with the right for the Purchaser

. and others the omers and occupiers for the time being of the property

hereby conveyed of user as at present enjoyed in connection with the
property hereby conveyed in common with the Vendors and all other
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| di———h. 18 hereby sertified thet the transaction hereby effected does

, 3 , .
D AED DELIVESER by tbe '
VIA MARY VARNEY in the § f 1 ! '{Z

»
.y v ;."“

pr_opertiau entitled to use the same e st ' : T‘
%, THE Vendors hereby acknowledge the right of the Purchaser to producH

tion and delivery of cépies of:=

(a) The hereinbefore mentioned Cohveyance dated the twenty sixth day of
August one thousand nine hundred and fifty three

(b) A Legal Charge dated the twenty sixth day of August one thousand
nine hundred snd fifty three made between the Vendors of the one

t and the Hinckley & Country Building Society of the other part

with Vacating Receipt endorsed thereon dated the day
of : ene thoussnd nine hundred and fifcy eight.

not form part of & larger transaction or of a series of transactions in
regpect of which the amount or value or the dggregate amount or value of
the consideration exceeds the sum ®f three thousand five hundred pounds.

I N WITNESS whereof the patties hereto have hereunto set their
hends snd seals the day and year first before written.

AND DELIVERED by thgi 9 m

oL~

f [/ Waraer,
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BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL

CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND CLERK Council Offices,
J.E. Meakin, F.C.l.S.,D.M.A. Narborough,

Leicester, LE9 BEP.

Tel: Leicester 863491
(STD Code 0533)

When calling or telephoning please ask for Mr. Eaton Ext: 273

My Ref:

RE/VRS/ Your Ref:
TC.644

11th July, 1984

RECORDED DELIVERY

Mr. A.G, Barrows,
24 Bradgate Drive,
Wigston Fields,
Leicester.

Dear Sir,

Housing Act, 1957 - Closing Order -
3 Croft Hill Cottages, Huncote

As the prospective purchaser of a property formerly known as 1, 2 and 3
Croft Hill Cottages, Huncote, | attach for your information a copy of an
Order determining the Closing Order made by the Council on 26th May,
1964 on that part of the property formerly known as 3 Croft Hill Cottages.

Yours faithfully,

1t
(
{

Chief Executive and Clerk',;.)





NOwoo

HOUSING ACT, 1957

Order Determining Closing Order made
in respect of a House

POhereas the' . BLABY DISTRICT COUNCIL o
hereinafter referred to as ‘“ the Council ') in pursuance of Section 17 of the Housin
p g

Act, 1957, on the...... 26t day of...... MBY oo 19.8%....,

made a Closing Order in respect of the house Known as? ...

3 Croft Hill Cottages, Huncote

and by the said Closing Order the Council prohibited the use of the said house for
any purpose other than a purpose approved by the Council;
And whereas the Council are satisfied that the said house has been rendered fit

for human habitation:

ol therﬂrt the Council hereby determine the said Closing Order.

Dated this........... 28th .. day of ....Jdune, 19.84

Chairman

Ve N I
e L S s ,,

Sl ke Lmol xkhorityx

il with Deputy Clerk

[ sent.)

Council Offices,
Narborough,
Leicester.

LE9 S5EP

S (To be scaled with the Common Seal of the Local Authority.)

1 Description of the Local Authority.
2 Such description of the house as may be sufficient for identification.
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2) The Vendors in execution of the said statutory trusts for sale
have agreed with the Purchsser for the sale to him of the said
property hereinafter conwyed for an estate in fee simple in
pononiou free fron imcushrencesd at e price of three hmndred

and eighty pounds
QW THIS DEED WITNESSELH as follpwe:-
ba _IN pursuance of the said agreement and in consideration of the sum
>f three hundred and eighty pounds paid by the Purchaser to the Vendors
(the receipt whereof the Vendors hereby acknowledge) the Vendors as
Trustees hereby convey unto the Purphaser ALL THAT messuage or tenement
with the ground outbuildings and appurtenances thereto belongin.g'
situate and being Numher 1 Croft Hill Road Huncote in the said Connty
of Leicester the site of which said mroperty ig for the purpose of
idemtafication only delineated on the plan annexed hereto and thereon
odged with the colour Wlﬂ-b m right for the Purchaser
and others the omers and oonnau for the ttn being of the property
bhereby conveyed of user as at presgnt uaondnmuouuthﬂn
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Aston Flamville, Croft, Huncote, Leicester Forest
West, Potters Marston, Sapcote, Sharnford,
Stoney Stanton, Thurlaston and Wigston Parva

HUNCOTE: THE FUTURE

Neighbourhood Plan

Over recent years, the Fosse Villages have taken their first steps towards
producing a Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan offers the chance for

all residents and businesses to have their say on future development within the The aeig hbourhood
area and influence how their neighbourhood evolves. Huncote is one of the Fosse plan gives us a chance
Villages ‘and it faces many challenges and opportunities over the coming years. By
working together we can ensure the village develops in a way that meets the to say how development
b ab e ol s should take place.
Since 2012 the Fosse Villages Board has consulted those living and working in Without it, developers
Huncote, together with key stakeholders, asking how you wish to see the village ’ .
develop to 2029. This leaflet is a summary of the key issues you have raised and will make those choices
options for the future of the village. The full Fosse Villages Issues and Options for us”
Report is available to download from www.fossevillages.org.uk.

- Mike Lee
What IS a ne|g h bou rh OOd plan? Chairman of the Fosse Villages Board

Neighbourhood planning is a new way for communities to decide the future of the

places where they live and work. A Neighbourhood Plan can set out a vision for an

area and planning policies for use and development of land. Like other plans, the e
Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the statutory planning

framework for the area and it will be used to decide future planning applications.

Our vision for 2029:

o Individual character of
Huncote is maintained

There are good opportunities
for local work

Development is supported by
new infrastructure

Impact of traffic is reduced

Important open areas are
protected

New homes meet local
housing needs

St James the Greater

www.fossevillages.org.uk

httns://lwww survevmonkev.co.uk/rlifossevillaaes





Traffic

With no passenger rail
station, and poor bus
services, footways and
cycleways, there is no
realistic alternative to the
private car for many
residents in the Fosse
Villages area. However,
local roads are already over-
loaded with cars and HGVs,
with many lorries seeking to
gain access to the Strategic
Road Network (SRN), such
as the A5 and M1. With
more development and car
use the problems caused by
traffic will get worse.

The Fosse Villages forms
part of the County Council’s
South West Leicester and
Leicestershire Transport
Project area. The project is
looking at a range of options
to improve access to the
SRN and address local
problems, but proposals for
a Sharnford Bypass will not
be taken forward as it offers
poor value for money.

The Project is currently on
hold while Highways
England investigate options
for improving the
performance of the Strategic
Road Network in and around
M1 J21 as part of the
proposals to deliver Smart
Motorway between M1 J19
and M1 J23a. The delivery
of any schemes will be
subject to the availability of
funding.

Rail

Many residents commute to
Leicester or the West
Midlands, so we would like
to see a new station on the
existing Birmingham to
Peterborough line that runs
through the Fosse Villages
area. In the past, land has
been safeguarded for a
station at Station Road,
Croft. A new station within
the Fosse Villages area
would offer an opportunity
for more sustainable travel
and relieve some of the
traffic problems in the area.

Sharnford

Protecting the character
of Huncote

We want to conserve the unique character and identity of Huncote. We will do this
by safeguarding the Fosse Villages landscape, protecting the countryside between
villages, identifying green areas of local importance within Huncote, protecting and
enhancing heritage assets and the natural environment, and through the design of
new buildings.

Green Spaces

Important green spaces were also identified by local people during consultation on
the Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan in September 2012. The main green
spaces identified are shown on the centre pages, but we can only protect green
spaces that meet certain criteria.

Heritage




Barrows
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